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SELECT COMMITTER 


— to take into Coaüdersüon che Stute of thy Ad- 
miniſtration of Juſtice in the Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, 
and Orifla, and to report the ſame, as it ſhall appear to 
them, to the Houſe, with their Obſervations thereupon; 

and. who were inſtructed to conſider how the Britiſh: 
Poſſeſfions in the Eaſt Indies may be held and governed 
with the greateſt Security and Advantage to thas Couns. 

try, and by what Means the 10. 
| ANTI may be beſt ane 


V OBSERVATION: ON THE RE of Tk 
© COMPANY'S" AFFAIRS-IN INDIA, « 


* en 


N FAC to enable 1 Houſe to adopt aj moſt proper 1 for 
12 regulating the Britiſh Government in India, and for pwr 3h Þ 

the pineſs of the Natives. who live under its Authority or In- 
fluence, You r Committee hold it expedient to collect into diſtinck 
Points of View the 8 mmm by Work that Government aps 


. 


pears to them to be moſt eſſentially diſordered, and to explain fully 
the Principles of Policy, and the Courſe of Conduct, by which the 
Natives of all Ranks and Orders have been reduced to their preſent 
State of Depreſſion and Miſery. 

Your Committee have endeavoured to perform this Taſk in plain 
and popular Language, knowing that nothing has alienated the Houſe 

from Enquiries, abſolutely neceſſary for the Performance of one of 
the moſt eſſential of all its Duties, ſo much as the technical Language 
of the Company's Records ; as the Indian Names of Perſons, of Of- 
fices, of the Tenure and Qualities of Eftates, and of all the varied 
Branches of their intricate Revenue. This language is indeed of ne- 
ceſlary Uſe in the executive Departments of the Company's Affairs; 
but it is not neceſſary to Parliament A language ſo foreign from all 
the Ideas and Habits of the far greater Part of the Members of this 
Houſe, has a Tendency to difguſt them pith all ſorts of Enquiry 
concerning this ſubject. They are fatigyed into ſuch a Deſpair of 
ever obtaining a competent Knowledge of the Tranſactions in India, 
that they are eaſily perſuaded to reman back to that Obſcurity, 
Myſtery, and Intrigue, out of which they have been forced upon public 
Notice, by the Calamities ariſing from their extreme Miſmanagement. 

This: Miſmanagement has dl "(23 Your Committee conceive) in a 
great Meaſure ariſen from dark Cabals, angſecret Suggeſtions to Perſons 
in Power, without a regular public Enquiry into the good or evil 
Fendency'of any Meaſure, or into the Merit or Demerit of any Per- 
ſon. entruſted with the 8 Cogterns. 
The Plan adopted by Your C. 


| r Committee is; Firſt, To conſider the 
Law regulating the Eaſt India Company, as it now ſtands; and 
Secondly, To- enquire into the Circumſtances of the Two great 
Links of Connection, by which the [Territorial Poſſeſſions in India 
ate united to this Kingdom; name, the Company's Commerce; 
and the Government exerciſed under the Charter, and under Acts of 
Parliament. The laſt of theſe obj the Commerce, . is taken in 
Two Points of View, the external, or the direct Frade between India 
and Europe; and the internal; that is to ſay, the Trade of Bengal in 
all the Articles of Produce and Manufacture which furniſh the Com- 


n P | 

eGovernment is conſidered by Your Committee under the like De- 
ſcriptions of internal and external. The Internal regards the Communi- 
cation between the Court of Directors and their Servants in India; the 
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with regard to thoſe native Powers which are wholly independent of 


the Company. But Your Committee's Obſervations on the laſt 
Diviſion, extend to thoſe Matters only, which are not comprehended 
in the Report of the Committee of Secrecy. Under theſe. Heads, 
Your Committee refer to the moſt leading Particulars of Abuſe, which 
prevail in the -Adminiflration of India; deviating only from this Or- 
der, where the Abuſes are of a complicated Nature, and where one 
cannot be well conſidered, independently of ſeveral others. | 

Your Committee obſerve, that this is the Second Attempt made by 


Parliament for the Reformation of Abuſes in the Company's Govern= 


ment. It appears therefore to them, a neceſſary Preliminary to this 


Second Undertaking, to conſider the Cauſes which, in their Opinion, have 


ee the Failure of the Firſt; that the Defects of the original 


lan may be ſupplied; its Errors corrected; and ſuch uſeful Regula- 
tions as were then adopted, may be further explained, enlarged and 
enforced. | | 
The Firſt Deſign of this Kind was formed in the Seſſion of the 
Year 1773. In that Year, Parliament, taking up the Conſideration 
of the Affairs of India, through two of its Committees, collected a 
very great _—_ of Details concerning the interior Oeconomy of the 


Company's Poſſeſſions; and concerning 2 Particulars of Abuſe, 
ommittees made their 


which prevailed at the Time, when thoſe 
ample and inſtructive Reports. But it does not appear that the Bod 


of Regulations enacted in that Vear, that is, in the Eaſt India Act 


of the Thirteenth of His Majeſty's Reign, were altogether grounded 


on that Information; but were adopted rather on probable Specula- 
tions, and general Ideas of good Policy and good Government. New 


Eſtabliſhments, civil and judicial, were therefore formed at a very 


great Expence, and with much Complexity of Conſtitution. Checks 
and Counterchecks of all Kinds were contrived in the Execution, as 


well as in the Formation of this Syſtem, in which all the exiſting 


Authorities of this Kingdom had a Share: For Parliament appoint 
the Members of the preſiding Part of the new Eftabliſhment ; the 
Crown appointed the Judicial; and the Company preſerved the No- 


mination of the other Officers, So that if the Act has not fully an- 


ſwered its Purpoſes, the Failure cannot be attributed to arty Want of 
Officers of every Deſcription, or to the Deficiency of any Mode of Pa- 


tronage in their Appointment, The Cauſe muſt be ſought elſe» 
where, 


The AQ had in its view (independently of ſeveral detached Regu- 


lations) Five fundamental Objects, 


1ſt. The Reformation of the Court of Proprietors of the Eaſt 


India Company. 


adly. A 


. [4] 


# 


| . 29ly. 7 Model of the Court of Directors, and an Enforce» 
2 | 


went of their Authority over the Servants abroad. X 
3 gdly. Th Eſtabliſhment of a Court of Juſtice capable of protect- 
_ Ing the Natives from the Oppreſſions of Britiſh Subjects. 
. 4thly, The Eſtabliſhment of a General Council to be ſeated in 
Bengal, whoſe Authority ſhould, in many Particulars, extend over 
all the Britiſh Settlements in India. _ 2 3 
Sthly. To furniſh the Miniſters of the Crown with conſtant Infor- 
Rae concerning the whole of the Company's Correſpondence with 
ndia, in order that they might be enabled to inſpect the Conduct 
of the Directors and Servants, and to watch over the Execution of 
all Parts of the Act; that they might be furniſhed with Matter to lay 
before Parliament from Time. to Time, according as the State of 
Things ſhould render Regulation or Animadverſion neceſſary. | 
"The Firſt Object of the Policy of this Act, was to improve the 
Conftitution of the Court of Proprietors. In this Caſe, as 75 almoſt 
all the Reſt, the Remedy was not applied directly to the Diſeaſe. 
£ Ras Fore that Tadian in the Court of Proprietors had 
ewn, in ſeveral Inſtances, a Diſpoſition to ſupport the Servants of 
e Company againft the juſt Coercion and legal Proſecution of the 
irectors. Inſtead of applying a Corrective. to the Diſtemper, a 
Change was propoſed in the Conſtitution, By this Reform it was 
preſumed, that an Intereſt would ariſe in the General Court, more 
- Independent in itſelf, and more connected with the commercial Profs. 
perity of the Company. Under the new Conſtitution, no Proprietor ; 
not poſſeſſed of a Thouſand Pounds capital Stock was permitted to 
vote in the General Court: Before the Act, Five hundred Pounds 
ras a ſufficient Qualification for One Vote; and no Value gave more. 
But as the Jower Claſſes. were diſabled, the Power was increaſed in 
the higher: Proprietors of Three thouſand Pounds were allowed Two 
Votes ; thoſę of Six thouſand were entitled to Three; Ten thouſand 
Pounds was made the Qualification for Four. The Votes were thus 
regulated in the Scale and Gradation of Property. On this Scale, 
and on ſome Proviſions to prevent, occaſional Qualificativns, and 
ſplitting of Votes, the whole Reformation reſted, | | 
Several eſſential Points, however, ſeem to have been omitted or 


miſunderſtood. No „ e was made to aboliſh the pernicious 
Cuſtom of "rg by Ballet; by means of which, Acts of the 13 
Concern to the Company, and to the State, might be done by Indi- 


viduals with perfect Impunity, and even the Body itſelf might be ſub- 


= jected to a Forfeiture of all its Privileges for Defaults of Perſons, who, 


ſo far ge: being under Controul, could not be ſo much as known in 

any Mode of legal Cognizance. Nothing was done, or attempted, 

to. prevent the Operation of the Intereſt of delinquent Servants of the 
© , 2 Company 1 


( 9] 
Company in the General Court, by which they might even come to 
be their own Judges; and in effect, under another Deſcription, to 
become the Maſters in that Body which ought to govern them. 
was any thing provided to ſecure the Independency of the Proprietory 
Body from the various exterior Intereſts by which it might be diſturbed, 
and diverted from the Conſervation of that pecuniary Concern, which 
the Act laid down as the ſole Security for preventing a Colluſion be- 
tween the General Court and the powerful delinquent Servants ia 
India. The whole of the Regulations concerning the Court of Pro- 
prietors relied upon two Principles, which have often proved fallaci- 
ous ; namely, That ſmall Numbers were a Security againſt Faction 
and Diſorder z and, That Integrity of Conduct would follow the 
greater Property. In no Caſe could theſe Principles be leſs depended 
upon than in the Affairs of the Eaſt India Company. However, by 
wholly cutting off the lower, and adding to the Power of the higher 
Claſſes, it was ſuppoſed that the higher would keep their Money in 
that Fund to make Profit; that the Vote would be a ſecondary Con- 
ſideration, and no more than a Guard to the Property; and that there- 
fore any Abuſe which tended to depreciate the Value of their Stock, 
would be warmly reſented by ſuch Proprietors, 

If the ill Effects of every Miſdemeanor in the Company's Servants 
were to be immediate, and had a Tendency to lower the Value of the 
Stock, ſomething might juſtly be expected from the pecuniary Security 
taken by the Act. But from the then State of Things it was more than 
probable, that Proceedings ruinous to the permanent Intereſt;of the 
Company, might commence in great lucrative Advantages. Againſt 
this Evil, large pecuniary Intereſts were rather the Reverſe of a Re- 
medy. Accordingly, the Company's Servants have ever ſince covered 
over the worſt Oppreſſions of the People under their Government, and 
the moſt cruel and wanton Ravages of all the neighbouring Countries, 
by holding out, and for a Time actually realizing, Additions of Re- 
venue to the Territorial Funds of the Company, and great Quantities 
of valuable Goods to their Inveſtment. | | 

But this Conſideration of mere Income (whatever Weight it might 
have) could not be the firſt Object of a Proprietor in a Body ſo cir- 
cumſtanced. The Eaſt India —— is not, like the Bank of Eng- 
land, a mere monied Society for the ſole Purpoſe of the Preſervation 
or Improvement of their Capital; and therefore, every Attempt to re- 
gulate it upon the ſame Principles, muſt inevitably fail. When it is 

conſidered that a certain Share in the Stock gives a Share in the Go- 
vernment of ſo vaſt an Empire, with ſuch a boundleſs Patronage, 
civil, military, marine, commercial, and financial, in every Depart- 
ment of which ſuch Fortunes have been made, as could be made no 
where elſe, it is impoflible not 0 perceive that Capitals, far ſuperior 
: to 

* 
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to any Qualifications appointed to Proprietors, or even to Directors, 
would readily be laid out for a Participation in that Power, The India 
Proprietor therefore will always be in the firſt Inſtance a Politician ; 
and the bolder his Enterprize, and the more corrupt his Views, the 
leſs will be his Conſideration of the Price to be paid for compaſſing 
them, The new Regulations did. not reduce the Number ſo low as 
not to leave the Aſſembly ftill liable to all the Diſorder which might 
be ſuppoſed to ariſe from Multitude. But, if the Principle had been 
well eſtabliſhed, and well executed, a much greater inconveniency 
rew out of the Reform than that which had attended the old Abuſe ; 
for if Tumult and Diſorder be lefſened by reducing the Number of 
Proprietors, private Cabal and Intrigue are facilitated at leaſt in an 
equal Degree; and it is Cabal and Corruption, rather than Diſorder 
and Confuſion, that was moſt to be dreaded in tranſacting the Affairs of 
India. Whilſt the Votes of the ſmaller Proprietors continued, a Door 
was left open for the public Senſe to enter into that Society: Since 
that Door has been cloſed, the Proprietory has become (even more 
than formerly) an Aggregate of private Intereſts, which ſubſiſt at the 
Expence of the collective Body. At the Moment of this Revolution 
in the Proprietory, as it might naturally be expected, thoſe who had 
. either no very particular Intereſt in their Vote, or but a petty Object 
to purſue, immediately diſqualified ; but thoſe who were deeply in- 
tereſted in the Company's —— ; thoſe who were concerned in 
the Supply of Ships, and of the other innumerable Objects required 
for their immenſe Eſtabliſhments ; thoſe who were engaged in Con- 
tracts with the Treaſury, Admiralty, and Ordnance, together with 
the Clerks in Public Offices, found Means of ſecuring Qualifications 
at the enlarged Standard. All thele compoſed a much greater Pro- 
portion than formerly they had done of the Proprietory Body. 
« Againſt the great, predominant, radical, Corruption of the Court 
of Proprietors, the raiſing the Qualification proved 'no Sort of Remedy, 
The Return of 'the Company's Servants into Europe, poured in a 
conſtant Supply of Proprietors, whoſe Ability to purchaſe the higheſt 
Qualifications for themſelves, their Agents, and Dependents, could 
not be dubious. And this latter Deſcriprion form a very conſiderable, 
and by far the moſt active and efficient Part of that Body. To add to 
the Votes, which is adding to the Power, in Proportion to the Wealth 
of Men, whoſe very Offences were ſuppoſed to confift in Acts, which 
lead to the Acquiſition of enormous Riches, appears by no Means a 
well- conſidered Method of checking Rapacity and Oppreſhon. In 
Propertion as theſe Intereſts prevailed, the Means of Cabal, of Con- 
cealment, and of corrupt Confederacy, became far more eaſy than 
before. Accordingly, there was no Fault, with reſpect to the Com- 
pany's Government over its Servants, charged or chargeable on the 
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General Court as mage ſtood, of which, ſince the Reform, it 
has not been notoriouſſy guiliy. It was not therefore a Matter of Sur- 
prize to Your Committee, that the General Court, ſo compoſed, has 
at length grown to ſuch a Degree of Contempt, both of its Duty and 
of the permanent Intereſt of the whole Corporation, as to put itſelf 
into open Defiance of the ſalutary Admonitions of this Houſe, given 
for the Purpoſe of aflerting and enforcing the legal Authority of their 
own Body over their own Servants. | . 5 
The Failure in this Part of the Reform of 1773, is not ſtated by Your 
Committee as recommending a Return to the ancient Conſtitution of 
the Company, which was nearly as far as the new from containing any 
Principle tending to the Prevention or Remedy of Abuſes; but to 
point out the probable Failure of any future Regulations, which do not 
apply directly to the Grievance, but which may be taken up as Expe- 
riments to aſcertain Theories of the Operation of Councils formed of 
greater or leſſer Numbers, or ſuch as ſhal} be compoſed of men of mare 
or leſs Opulence, or of Intereſts of newer or longer ſtanding, or con - 
cerning the Diſtribution of Power to various Deſcriptions or Profeſſions 
of Men, or of the Election to Office by one Authority, rather than 
another, 5 | * 

The Second Object of the Act was, the Court of Directors. Under 
the Arrangement of the Year 1773, that Court appeared to have its 
Authority much ſtrengthened. It was made leſs dependent than for- 
merly upon its Conſtituents the Proprietory.. The Duration of the 
Directors in Office was rendered more permanent, and the Tenure it- 
ſelf diverſified by a varied and intricate Rotation. At the ſame Time 
their Authority was held high over their Servants of all Deſcriptions ; 
and the only Rule preſcribed to the Council General of Bengal, in the 
Exerciſe of the large and il|-defined Powers given to them, was, that 
they were to yield Obedience to the Orders of the Court of Directors. 
As to the Court of Directors itſelf, it was left with very little Regu- 
lation. The Cuſtom of Ballot, infinitely the moſt miſchievous in a 
Body poſſeſſed of all the ordinary executive Powers, was ſtill left; and 
Your Committee have found the ill Effects of this Practice in the 
Courſe of their Enquiries. Nothing was done to oblige the Directors 
to attend to the Promotion of their Servants according to their Rank 
and Merits, In judging of thoſe Merits, nothing was done to bind 
them to any Obſervation of what appeared on their Records. No- 
thing was done to compel them to Proſeeution or Complaint where 
Delinquency became viſible. The Act indeed preſcribed, that no 
Servant of the Company abroad ſhould be eligible into the Direction 
until Two Years after his Return to England, But as this Regulation 
rather preſumes than provides for an Enquiry into their Conduct, a 

very ordinary Neglect in the Court of Directors might eaſily defeat it 
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_ ſeemed to be this; that no 


[5 } 
and # ſhort Remiffion might in this particular operate as a total In- 
demnity. In Fact, however, the Servants have of late ſeldom at- 
tempted a Seat in the Direction; an Attempt which might poſſibly 
roufe # dormant Spirit of Enquiry ; but, fatisfied with an Intereſt in 
the Proptietory, they have, through that Name, brought the Direction 
very much under their own Controul. | | | 

As to the general Authority of the Court of Directors, there is 


Reaſon to apprehend, that on the Whole it was ſomewhat degraded 
the Act, whoſe profeſſed Purpoſe was to exalt it; and that the only 


SAS of the Parliamentary Sanction to their Orders has been, that 
abs 


with thoſe Orders the Law of the Land has been deſpiſed and 
trampled under Foot. The Directors were not ſuffered either to nomi - 
nate or to remove thoſe, whom they were impowered' to inftru& : 
From Maſters they were reduced to the Situation of Complainants ; a 
Situation, the Imbecillity of which no Laws or Regulations could. 


_ wholly alter; and when the Directors were afterwards reftored in ſome 


Degree to their ancient Power, on the Expiration of the Leaſe given 
to their principal Servants, it became impoſſible for them to recover 
any Degree of their ancient Reſpect, even if they had not, in the mean 
þ4. — een ſo modelied, as to be entirely free from all Ambition of 
k * | 4 
From that Period, the Orders of the Court of Directors became to 
be fo habitually deſpiſed by their Servants abroad, and at length to be 
ſo little regarded even by themſelves, that this Contempt of Orders 


forms almoſt the whole Subject Matter of the voluminous Reports of 


Two of Your Committees. If any Doubt however remains con- 
cerning the Cauſe of this fatal Decline of the Authority of the 
Court of Directors, no Doubt whatſoever can remain of the Fact itſelf, 
nor of the total Failure of one of the great leading Regulations of the 
Act of 1773. 4 ” 

The third Object, was a new Judicial Arrangement; the chief 
Purpoſe of which was, to form a ſtrong and ſolid Security for the Na- 
tives againſt the Wrongs and Oppreſſions of Britiſh Subjects reſident 
in Bengal, An operoſe and expenſive Eſtabliſhment of à Supreme 
Court was made, and charged upon the Revenues of the Country. 
The Charter of Juftice was by the Act left to the Ctown, as well as 
the Appointment of the Magiſtrates, The Defe& in the Iaſtitution 

Rule was laid down, either in the Act or 


the Charter, by which the Court was to judge. No Deſcriptions of 
Offenders, or Species of Delinquency, were properly aſcertained ac- 
cording to the Nature of the Place, or to the prevalent Mode of A- 
buſe. Proviſion was made for the Admiviſtration of Juſtice in the 
remoteſt Part of Hindoſtan, as if it were a Province in Great Britain. 
Your Committee have long had the Conſtitution and — this 

: | ourt 
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was intended, and was, or thought itſelf bound, in 


Court before them; and they have not yet been able to diſcover v 
few Inſtances (not one appears to them of leading Importance) of 
Relief given to the Natives againſt the Corruptions or Oppreſſions 
of Britiſn Subjects in Power. | Though they do find one very 
ſtrong and marked Inſtance of the Judges having employed an un- 
warrantable Extenſion or Application of the Municipal Law of Eng- 
land, to deſtroy a Perſon of the higheſt Rank among thoſe Natives 
whom they were ſent to protect. One Circumſtance rendered the 
Proceedings in this Caſe fatal to all the good Purpoſes for which the 
Court had been eſtabliſned. The Sufferer (the Rajah Nundcomar) 
appears, at the very Time of this extraordinary Proſecution, a Diſ- 
coverer of ſome Particulars of illicit Gain then charged upon Mr. 
Haſtings, the Governor General. Although in ordinary Caſes, and 
in ſome leſſer Inſtances of Grievances, it is very probable that this 
Court has done its Duty, and has been, as every Court mult be, of 
ſome Service; yet One Example of this Kind muſt do more towards 
deterring the Natives from Complaint, and conſequently from the 
Means of Redreſs, than many Deciſions favourable to them, in the 
.ordinary Courſe of Proceeding, can do for their Encouragement and 
Relief. So far as Your. Committee has been able to diſcover, the 
Court has been generally terrible to the Natives, and has diſtracted 
the Government of the Company, without ſubſtantially reforming 
any one of its Abuſes. ge” r 
This Court, which in its Conſtitution ſeems not to have had 
ſufficiently in View the Neceſſities of the People ihe WEE Relief it 
| ſome Inſtances, to 
too ſtrict an Adherence to the Forms and Rules of Engliſh Practice, 


in others, was framed upon Principles perhaps too remote from the 


Conſtitution of Engliſh Tribunals. By the uſual Courſe of Engli 


Practice, the far greater Part of the Redreſs to be obtained again! 

Oppreſſions of Power, is by Proceſs in the Nature of Civil Actions. 
In theſe, a Trial by Jury is a neceſſary Part with regard to the find- 
ing the Offence, and to the Aſſeſſment of the, Damages. Both 
.theſe were in the Charter of Juſtice, left entirely to the Judges.— 
It was pteſumed, and not wholly without Reaſon, that the Britiſh 
Subjects were liable to fall into Factions and Combinations, in 
order to ſupport themſelves in the Abuſes of an Authority, of which 
every Man might, in his Turn, become a Sharer. And with regard 
to the Natives, it was preſumed ( Pena a little too nag oe x 
they were not capable of ſharing in the unCtions of Jurots: But it 


was not foreſcen that the Judges were alſo liable to be engaged in the 

Factions of the Settlement; and if, they ſhould ever happen to be fo 
l the native People were then without that Remedy, 
which oby 
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rioully lay in dae Chance that the Court and Jury, though 
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bo te t „ might not euſtiy Unite ih che fände identical 
1 5 e Siehe en duft Enifiry, ure of Se 


. Ye of Furie! is neither 15 yuclitable nor dangerous i in Bengal. 
* ., Your Commuttee tefer to 


3 their Repoft made in the Vear 1781, 
: the Ma her. in which, this Court ttefripting' to extend its Urt. 

tion, a Falling ” With extteme Severity on the Native Maglf- 
9 7 A violent Conteſt. arof betweeh the —_ Judges, and the 
: 78, (0 Civil. A ire oe Authority ling in the 2 

by a moſt dangerous Exam 2 20 b. ponetel, and for a whi 

88 — 00 the 85 ns of the - 9 but at length thoſe Func- 
Iu ih. Were ſulp ended by the vatrel of the Parties, were 


their Keednbitintion, and by the Arrangements made 


EI 


ce of it. By theſe the Chart was virtually annihilated; 


erent frogs thoſe of Its Inftitution. 
qurth je of the Act of 17 173 3 was the Counęil General. 
55 Wag was intended: to prod ce Uniformity , Conſiſtency, 
e $ 8 8 ration of all che Settlement | in their com- 
Je 87 ths ancient Oonſtitutioh of the Company's 
e "Y Setflemen 97 they \ were each of them under the Orders of a 
I 


5 les Very di 0 


55 1 ke exifts, it is to be 4pprehended it exiſts only for 


ot Chief, and a Council, more or fewer, according to the 
cr cn N08 the Company Y; Among thoſe; Patliament (probably on 
HEL t of the Largeneſs of the TLerritorial Acquiſitions, rather 
e 89 90 7 of the Situation) choſe Beh for the Reſi- 
Pan I "of th the cc e inc Power, and iffolving "the Preſidency, ap- 
I yr anew 2 bliſh ment upon A Ph: an + Fa ſimilar to that 
| ich, had prevailed” e - but the umber was ſmaller. This 
Rabliſhmenc Was com mpoſed of "a Governor General and Four 
ounſellors, "all named in the Act 6f 'Partiitnetit. They were to 
old their Offices for 1 five Years; after which Tertn the ae 
, 79 to revert, to the Court. of Directors. In the mean Time, fu 
acancies as ſhould | happeri, were to de filled by that Court, with 


: "mn ie Concurtence 'of the den. The fifſt Goyernor General | and 


of the l Bad been old Serbants of the Company, the 


others were ne 
bd agement, dhe Courts of Proprietors and Direc- 


On this new 1 
fors.conſidered the D f'Commette* as hot perfectly confiſtetit 


With the enlarged Spneze of Duty „And the feduced Number of the 


Council; 7 8 to relieve thein from this Burthen, they inſti- 
tuted a new 8875 called the Board Le for the ſubotrdinate 


agement of their commercial Concetns; 4nd appointed Eleven 
of ch "The i nior Servants. bo, fill the To 


ommiſfion, | 


owers given b the Act to the few Governor General and 
Ina: had 125 * irect Object, the Kingdom of Bengal, and 


its 


Fer } 


its Dependencies. Within that Sphere, (and it is not a fmall one} 
their Authority extended over all the Company's Concerns pof:whaty 
ever Deſcription. In Matters of Peace and War, it ſeems to Kate 
been meant, that the other Preſidencies ſhould be ſubordinate o 
their Board. But the Law is looſe and detective, where it profefies 
to reſtrain the ſubordinate Preſidencies from making War without 
the Conſent and Approbation of the Supreme Council. They are 
left free to act without it, in Caſes of imminent Nereſſity, or, where 
they ſhall: have received fpecial Or ders from the | Companys Phe firſt 
Exception leaves it open to the Subordinate to judge ofthe Netef- 
ity of Meaſures, which, when taken, bind or involve the Superior 
The Second refers a: Queſtion of Peace or War to two quriſdi 
which may give different Judgments.' In!“ both Inſtances, Caſes 
eint baye occurred. With: regard to their local! Adminiſtration, 
their Powers were exceedingly and dangerouſly: looſe and unteter- 
mined. Their Powers were not 22 directly, but in Words of 
-Reference, in which, neither the Objects related to, nor theMode'6f 
the Relation, were — expreſſed. Their Legiſlative and Ex- 
ecutiye Capacities were nat ſo accurately drawn, and marked by ſuch 
ſtrong and penal Lines of Diſtinction, as to keep theſe Capacities 
Jeparate; Where Legiſlative and merely Executive Powers were 
ladged in the ſame Hands, the Legiſlative, which is the Iarger an 
the more ready for all Occaſions, was conſtantly reſorted to- The 
Governor-General and Council, therefore, immediately gave Co- 
ſtructions to their ill- defined Authority, which rendered it perfectiy 
geſpotic; Conſtructions, which if they were allowed, no Action of 
-theirs ought to be regarded as criminal. oo e. 
Armed as they were with an Authority in itſelf fo ample, and by 
Abuſe ſo capable of an unlimited Extent, very few; and theſe'very 
inſufficlent, CorreQives were adminiſtered. Ample Salaries: were 
provided for them, which indeed removed the Neceſſity, but by fo 
— the Inducements to Corruption and Oppreſſion. Nor was 
any Barrier whatſoever appoſed on the Part of the Natives againſt 
their Injuſtice; except the Supreme Court of Judicature, which 
neyer could be capable af controlling a Govefnment with fuch 
Powers, without becoming ſuch a Government itſelff. 
There was indeed a Prohibition againſt all Concerns in Trade to 
the whole Council, and againſt all taking of Preſents by any in Au- 
thority. A Right of Proſecution in King's Bench was alſe 
eſtabliſhed; but it was a Right, the Exerciſe of which is difficult, 
and in many, and thoſe the moſt weighty Caſes, impracticable. No 
conſiderable Facilities were given to Proſecutions in Parliament; 
3 14409 


ꝛ dee the Secret Committee's Report on the Maratta War. 
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nothing was: done to prevent Complaint frotm being far more dan 
$. to the gufferer, than Injuſtice to the Oppreſſor. No Overt 
c er upon which Corruption ſhould be preſumed, in 
Tranſactions of which Secrecy and Col luſion formed the very Baſis; 
no Rules of Evidence, nor authentic Mode of Tranſmiſſion, were 
ſettled in Conformity: to the unalterabie Cireumſtances of the 
Country and the People. eee e eee 
One Proviſion indeed was made for reſtraining the Setvants, in 
itſelf very wiſe and ſubſtantial; a Delinquent once diſmiſſed, could 
not be reſtored but by the Votes of three-fourths of the Directors, 
and three · fourths of the Proprietors : This was well aimed. But 
o Method was ſettled for bringing Delinquents to the Queſtion of 
Removal; and if they ſnould be brought to it, a Door lay wide pe 
for Evaſion of the Law, and for a'Return' into the Service, in D. 
Hance: of its plain Intention; that is, by reſigning, to avoid Re- 
moyab;/ by which Meaſure this Proviſion of the Act has - proved 
as unoperative as all the reſt. By this Management, a meer Ma- 
jority may bring in the greater Delinquent, hilſt the Perſon re- 
moved for Offences comparatively trivial, may remain excluded for 
„„ quod 02. 25 yaoi tw ftAL 10 2nd 19029 BO. 171477 
The new Council-nominated in the Act; was compoſed of Two 
totally di ſcordant Elements, which ſoon diſtinguiſhed themſelves 


into permanent Parties. One of the principal Inſtructions which the 


Three Members of the Council ſent immediately from England, 
namely, General Clavering, Colonel Monſon, | and Mr. Francis, 
— out with them was, to caiſſe the ftricte Enquiry to be made 


4% into all Oppreſſions and Abisſes, ng which the Practice of - 


-etiving Preſents from the Natives, at that Time generally charged up- 
on Men in Power, was principally aimed at. d 
Preſents to any conſiderable Value, were juſtly reputed by the 
Legiſlature, not as Marks of Attention und Reſpect, but as Bribes 
or Extortians ; for which, either the beneficial and gratuitous Du- 
ties of Government were ſold, or they were the Price paid for Ads 
of n ot finally, they were Tom of Money extorted from 
the Givers by the Terrors of Power. [Againſt the Syſtem of Pre- 
ſents, therefore, the new: Commiſſion was, in general Opinion, par- 


gticularly pointed. In the Commencement of Reformation, at a 


Period when a rapacious Conqueſt had overpowered and ſucceeded 
to a corrupt Government, an Act of Indemnity might have been 
thought adviſeable ; perhaps a new Account ought tot have been 
opened; all Retroſpect ought to have been forbidden, at leaſt to 
certain Periods. If this had nat been thought adviſeable, none in 
the higher Departments of a ſuſpected and decried Government 
ought to have been kept in their Poſts, until. an Examination had 
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rendered their Proceedings clear, or until Length of Time bad bbli- 
terated, by an even Courſe of irreproachable Conduct, the Errors 
which ſo naturally grow out of a new Power. But the Policy 
adopted was different: It was to begin with Examples. The. Cry 
againſt the Abuſes was ſtrong and vehement throughout the Whole 
ation, and the Practice of Preſents was repreſented to be asggene- 
ral as it was miſchievous. In ſuch a Caſe, indeed in any Caffe; it 
ſeemed not to be a Meaſure the moſt provident, Without a 2 Deal 
of previous. Enquiry, to place Fwo Perſons, who from their Situ 
ation muſt be the moſt expoſed to ſuch Imputations, in the 8 
on which was to enquire into their on Conduct; much leſs 
place one of them at the Head of that Commiſſion, and with a caſt- 
ing Vote in Caſe of an Equality. The Perſons who could not be 
liable to that Charge, were indeed Three to Two; but any acci+ 
dental Difference of Opinion, the Death of any one of them, or his 
occaſional Abſence or Sickneſs, «threw the whole Power into the 
Hands of the other Two, who were Mr. Haſtings and Mr. Barwell; 
one the Preſident, and the other high in the Council of that Eſta- 
bliſhment on which the Reform was to operate. Thus thoſe who 
were liable to Proceſs as Delinquents, were in Effect ſet over the 
Reformers; and that did actually happen, which might be expected 
to happen from ſo prepoſtezous an Arrangement; a Stop was ſoon 
put to all Enquiries into the capital Abuſes 
Nor was the great political End, propoſed in the Formation of a 
ſuperintending Council over all the Preſidencies, better anfwered 
than that of an Enquiry into Corruptions and Abuſes. The ſeve+ 
ral Preſidencies have acted in a great Degree upon their own ſepa- 
rate Authority, and as little of Unity, Concert, or fegular Syſſem 
has appeared in their Conduct, as was ever known before this Inſti- - 
tution. India is indeed ſo. vaſt a Country, and the: Settlements are 
ſo divided, that the Intercourſe with each other is liable to as many 
Delays and Difficulties as the Intercourſe between diſtant and ſe- 
parate States. But one Evil may poſſibly have ariſen from an At- 
tempt to produce an Union, which though undoubtedly to be aimed 
at, is oppoſed in ſome Degree by the unalterable Nature of their 
Situation, that it has taught the Servants rather to look to a Supe 
rior among themſelves, than to their common Superiors. This 
Evil growing out of the Abuſe of the Principle of Subordination, 
can only be corrected by a very ſtrit Enforcement of Authority 
over that Part of the Chain of Dependence which is next to the ori- 
- ginal Power. 30,44 1 * | | N 
That which Vour Committee conſiders as the Fiſth and laſt 
of the capital Objects of the Act, and as the binding Regulation 
of the Whole, is the Iatroduction (then for the Firſt Time) of 


. the 


L 


te e ch ther Sb les inen thi Antes of the Company, 


The State claiming a Concern and Share of — oe 1 
ed the 


Company's Profits, the Servants of the Crown were. pre 
more likely to preſerve, with a ferupulous Attention, the 
ef the great - Revenues which they Were th adminiſter, and for the 


Riſe and Fall of which they were to render an Account. 


„The Interference of Gobernment was introduced by this Act 
in Twe Ways; one by a Controul, in effect by a Share, in the 
ppeintment to Vacancies in the Supreme Council. The Act 
rovided that His Majeſty's Approbation » ſhould be had to the 
tons named to that Duty. Partaking thus in the Patronage 


of sche Company. Adminiſtration was bound to an Attention to 
ele Characters and Capacities of the Perſons employed in that 


Wr „ee 551 o5d3bat 975w roy 3 01.319: 
The other Part of their Interference was by of Inſpection. 
By this Right af Inſpection, every: Thang: 8 the Company's 
Jorreſpondence from India, which related to the Civil or Mili 

Affairs, and Government of the Company, was directed by the 
Ac to be, within Fourteen Days after the Receipt; laid before 
the Sooretary of State; and every Thing that related to the Ma- 
nt of the Revenues, was to be laid before the Commiſſioners 
ef the Treaſury: In Fact, both Deſcriptjon of theſe Papers have 
been generally communicated to that BOar a. 
It appears to your Committee, that there ere great and material 
Defects in both Parts of the Plan. With Regard to the Appro- 
ation of Perſons. nominated; to the Supreme - Council by the 


Court of Directors, no ſufficient Means were provided for carry- 


ing to His IE along with the Nomination, the Particulars 
in the Conduct of thoſtr who had been in the Service before, 
xhich-might render them proper Objects of Approbation or Re- 


jection. The India Houſe poſſeſſes an Office of Record capable 


of furniſhing, in almoſt all Caſes, Materials for judging on the 
Behaviour of the Servants, in their Progrefs from the loweſt to the 
ps Stations; and the whole Diſcipline of the Service, Civil 
an 


Military, muſt depend upon an Examination of theſe Records 


inſepatably attending every Application for an Appointmeat to 
the higheſt Stations. But in the preſent State of the Nomination, 


the Miniſters of the. Crown are not furniſhed with the proper Means 
of :exerciſing the Power of Controut intended by the Law, even | 
if they were ſcrupulouſly attentive 'to.the Uſe of it. There are 


Modes of proceeding favourable to Neglect. Others excite Eng- 
quiry, and ſtimulate to Vigilance, Raid 36th TD 


Vour Committee: therefore are of Opinion, iat ice .the future | 
. Prevention .of Cabal, and of private and partial 8 
110 | whether 
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wecker above or belo u, 'that whenever any Perſon who has been 
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the is Vackticy in che "Cbtinicil General, the Setzetary of the Court 

the cf Directors mall de "ordered" to make a ſtrict Scareh into the 

ces Records of the Companp'; and mall annex to the' Recommentla- 

the tion, che Reaſohs of "Court of Directors for their Choice, to- | \ 


ther with a faithful Copy of whatever mall de found (if mn 


1 
„ 


Act ning can be four?) relative to his Character and Cenduck 
the zs Aſo an *Accoutit of his Standing in s Service; 
A | the Time of bis Abode in India; the Reaſons for his Return z 
the and the Stations, whether Civil or Military, in Which he has been 
mee If ſucceffively pla cee. nden. 3 

* With this Account ought to be tranſmitted the Names of thofe- 
that ho were propoſed i Cahdlästes for the fame Office, with the 
eu correſpondent Particulats relative to their Conduct and Situation: 


Por not only the feparate, but the comparative Merit, probably 
ny's would, and certainly ought to have great Influence in the Appro-. 
tar? dation or Rejection of the Party 'prefented, to the Miniſters of the 
the Crown. Theſe Papers mould be laid before the Commiſfioners 
2 of the Treaſury, and One of the Secretaries of State, and entered 


Ma- in Books to be kept in the Treaſury and the Secretary's Office. 

ners Theſe Precautions, in caſe of the Nomination F + "who. 
have have ferved' the Company, appear to be neceflary from the im- 
9.1 proper Nomination and Approbation of Mr. John Macphetſon, 


erial Þ notwithſtanding the Objections which ſtood againſt him on the 
pro- Company's Records. The Choice of Mr. John Stables, from an 
the inferior Military, to the higheſt Civil Capacity, was by no Means 
Tye proper, nor an encouraging Example to'either Service. His Con- 
ulars duct indeed, in the Subaltern Military Situation, had received, 
fore, and ſeems to have deſerved, Commendation; but no ſuffieient 
Re- Ground was furniſhed for confounding the Lines and Gradations 
pable of Service. This Meafure was, however, far Teſs exceptionable 
the than the former ; becauſe an irregular Choice bf a leſs competent 
o the '} Perſon, and the Prefeterice given to proved Delin uency in pre- 
Civil judice to uncenſured Service, are ver) Aferehit. Things: But 


cords even this latter Appointment would in all Likelihood Have been 
at to Y avoided,” if Rules of Promotion had been ' eftabliſhed.” If Tach 
2. Rules were ſettled, Candidates qualified from Ability, 'Know- 


ledge and Service, would not be difcouraged, by finding that 
even *? 90050 bing was open to every Man ; and that Favour alone 
re are ſtood in the Place of Civil or Military Experience, The Ele- 
En- vation ftom the loweſt Statidns unfaithfully and negligentliy fil 
leg, to the Higheſt Truüſts, the total Inartention to "Bark ail 
7; x Sentbrity,”atrd much more che Combination of this Neglect of 
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per Behaviour to the Company in inferior Civil Stations, elevated 
ove. them, or (what is leis 


Council of india aroſe from an 


have, it is to be feared, made Proviſions 1 without Doubt 
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n 
„ with a Confuſion (unaccompanied with ſtrong and evi- 


# 


Agent Reaſons) of the Lines of Service, cannot operate as uſeful 
Examples 75 thoſe. who ſerve the Public in India. Theſe 


Seryants, be Song; Men, who, haye been condemned for impro- 
t | blameable, but till miſchievous) 
erſons without any diſtinguiſhed Civil Talents, taken fro 

the ſubordinate. Situations of another Line, to their Prejudice 
will deſpair, by any good Behaviour, of aſcending to the Dig- 
nities pf their own; they; will be led to improye to the utmo 
N of their Fortune, the lower Stages of Power, and 
11 endeavour to make up in Lucre what they can never hope 
W „„ E 1 oo Hua 40nd A der 95, 
he temporary Appointment by Parliament of the Supr 
nd pinion, that the Company, 
at that Time at leaſt, was not in a Condition, or not diſ- 
poſed to a proper Exerciſe of the Privileges which they held 
under their Charter. It therefore behoved the Directors to be 
particularly attentive to their Choice of Counſellors, on the Ex- 
Piration of the Period during which their Patronage had been 
ſpended. The Duties of the Supreme Council had * reputed 
of ſo arduous a Nature, as to require even a legiſlative. Inter- 
poſition. They were called upon, by all poſſible Care and Imparti- 
ality, to juſtify Parliament at leaſt as fully in the Reſtoration o 
"hit Privileges: as the Circumſtances of the Time had done in 
their Suſpenſion. FETT | 
But Intereſts have lately prevailed in the Court of Directors, 
Which, by the Violation of every Rule, ſeemed to be reſolved 
on the Bedrugion of thoſe Privileges of which they were the 
natural Guardians. Every new Power given has been made the 
Source of a new Abuſe; and the Acts of Parliament themſelves, 
which provide but imperfectly for the Prevention of the Miſchief, 


to the Intention of the Legiſlature) which operate againſt the 
Poffibility of any Cure in the ordinary Courſe, ©. 
1 In theè original Inſtitution of the Supreme Council, Reaſons 
may have exiſted againſt rendering the Tenure of the Counſellors 
in their Office precarious. A Plan of Reform might baye re- 

uired the Permanence of the Perſons, who were juſt appointed by 
Parliament o execute it; but the Act of One thouſand Seven 
hundred, an Eighty, gave a Nuration co-exiſtent with: the Statute 
Itſelf, . to a Council not appointed by Act of Parliament, nor 
chofen for any temporary or ſpecial Purpoſe. B which Means, 
the Seryuars in the. higheſt Situation, let theic Conduct be mere 
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Aſelves, 


iſchief, 
Doubt 
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11 
ſo groſsly criminal, canngt By ered; unleſs the Court of Di- 
rectors and Miniſters of the Crown can be found to concur in 
the ſame Opinion öf it; The Prevalence of the Indian Factions 
in the Court of Directors and Court of Trop ieee aid ſome- 
times in the State itſelf, render this Agreement ex pen difficult: 
If the principal Members of the | Dire&ion ſhould be in à Con- 


i ? 


ſpiracy with a ; rincipal Servant under Cenſure, it will be im- 


praQticable; be the firſt Act muſt originate there. The re- 
duced” State of the Authority of this Kingdom in Bengal, may 
be traced, in a great Meaſure to that very natural Sogrce of Inde- 
pendence. In many Caſes, the inſtant Removal of an Offender 
from his Power of doing. Miſchief, is the only Mode of pre- 
venting 2 utter and perhaps irretrieyable Ruin of Public Af- 
fairs. In ſuch à Caſe, the Proceſs 1. 7 to be ſimple, and the 

ower abſolute in one, or in either Hand e By con- 
triving the Balance of Intereſts formed in the Act, notorious Of- 
fence, groſs Error, or palpable epi af have many Chances 
of retaining and abuſing Authority, whilſt, the Variety ere Jon 


* 


tations, Hearings, and Conferences, and pofſibly the mere fealouſy 
and Competition between rival Powers, may prevent any Decifion ; 
and at length give Time and Means for Settlements and Compro- 
miſes among Parties, made at the Expence of Juſtice and true Policy. 
But this Act of One thouſand: Seven hundred and Eighty, not pro- 
perly diſtinguiſhing judicial Procefs-from D 
requires in effect nearly the ſame Degree of Solemnity, Delgy, an 
Detail, for removing à political In convenience, which àttends 
criminal Proceeding for the Puniſhment of "Offences: It goes fur. 
ther, and gives the ſame Tenure to all who ſhall ſucceed to Vacan- 
cies, which was given to thoſe whom. the. Act found in Office. 
Another Regulation was made in the Act, which has a Tendency 
to render the Control of Delinquency, or the Removal of Incapa- 
city, in the Couycit General, extremely difficult, as well as 
introduce many Wer Abuſes into the original Appointment of 
r i Nr Re 
The Inconveniences of a Vacancy in that important 9 th 
pen may the Authority tliat Js to fill it, were viſible ; 08 
our Committee have Doubts, whether they balance the Miſchief. 
which may ariſe from the Power given in this Act of a proviſionak 
Appointment to Vacancies, not on the Event but dn Foreſight. 
This Mode of providing for the Sutcefioh, has a Tendehey to pro- 
mote Cabal, and to preyent Enquiry into the Qualifications of the 
Perſons to be appointed.” An Attempt has been aQially*made in 
conſequence of this Power, in a very marked Manner, to conföund 
the whole Order — che Compiny's Service. Means 
| are 
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„„ 
are furniſhed thereby for perpetuating: the Powers of: ſome given 
Court of Directors. They may foreſtall the Patronage of their Suc-. 
ceſſors; on whom they entail a Line of Supreme Counſellors and 
Governors. General. And if the exerciſe of this Power ſhould hap- 


pen in its Outſet to fall into bad Hands, the ordinary Chances for 
mending an ill Choice upon Death or Reſignation, are cut off. 


In theſe Proviſional Arrangements, it is to be conſidered, that 


the Send ier is not in conſequence of any marked Event, which 


Calls ſtrongly on the Attention of the Public; but is made at the 


Diſcretion of thoſe who lead in the Court of Directors; and may 
therefore be brought forward at Times the moſt favourable to the 
Views of Partiality and Corruption. Candidates have not therefore 
the Notice that may be neceſſary for their claims ; and as the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Office, to which the Survivors are to ſucceed, ſeems 
remote, all Enquiry into the Qualifications and Character of thoſe 
who are to fill it, will naturally be dull and languid. - _ * 

.. Your Committee are not alſo without a grounded Apprehenſion 
of the ill Effect, on any exiſting Council General, of all ſtrong 
Marks of Influence and Favour, which appear in the Subordinates 
of Bengal. This previous Deſignation to a great and arduous 
Truſt, (the greateſt that can be repoſed in Subjects) when made 

out of any regular Courſe of Succeſſion, marks that Degree of 
Countenance and Support at Home, which may overſhadow. the 
exiſting Government. That Government may thereby be diſturbed 
b Factions, and led to corrupt and dangerous Compliances. At 
beſt, when theſe Counſellors ele& are engaged in no fixed Employ- 


ment, and have no lawful intermediate Emolument, the natural 


Impatience for their Situations may bring on a Traffic for Reſigna- 

tions between them and the Perſons in Poſſeſſion, very unfavourable 

to the Intereſts of the Public, and to the Duty of their Situations. 
Since the AR, Two Perſons have been nominated to the Miniſ- 


ters of the Crown by the Court of Directors for this Succeſſion. 


Neither has yet been approved. But by the Deſcription of the 
Perſons, a Judgment may be formed of the Principles on which 
this Power is likely to be exerciſed. eee e 1 
Your Committee find, that in conſequence of the above - men- 


— 


tioned AR, the Honourable Charles Stuart and Mr. Sulivan were 


appointed to ſucceed to the firſt Vacancies in the Supreme Council. 
Mr. Stuart's firſt Appointment in the Company's Service was in the 
Year One thouſand Seven hundred and Sixty-one. He returned to 
England in 1775, and was permitted to go back to India in 1780. 
In Auguſt 1781 he was nominated by the Court of DireQors (Mr. 
Sulivan and Sir William James were Chairman and Deputy Chair- 
man) to ſucceed to the firk Vacancy in the Supreme Council, and 

| on 


1 | 
on the 19th of September following, His Majeſty's Approval of ſuch 
Nomination was requeſted. : oF mh 
In the Nomination of Mr. Stuart, the Conſideration of Rank in 
the Service was not neglected ; but if the Court of Directors had 


thought fit to examine their Records, they would have found Mat- 
ter at leaſt ſtrongly urging them to a Suſpenſion of this Appointment 


until the Charges againſt Mr. Stuart ſhould be fully cleared up. 


That Matter remained (as it ſtill remains) unexplained from the 
Month of May 1775, where, on the Bengal Revenue Conſultations 
of the 12th of that Month, Peculations to a large Amount are 
charged upon Oath againſt Mr. Stuart, under the 2 Title: 


De Particulars of the Money unjuſtly taken by Mr. Stuart, during the 


«© Time he was at Burdwan.” The Sum charged againſt him in this 
Account, is 2,17,684 Sica Rupees (that is 25,253 Pounds Sterling: ) 
Beſides which, there is another Account, with the following Title: 
« The Particulars of the Money unjuſtly taken by Callyperſaud Boſe, Ban- 
jan to the Honourable Charles Stuart, Eſquire, at Burdwan, and 


4 amounting to Sicca Rupees 1,01,675,” (that is C. 11,785) a large 


Sum to be received by a Perſon in that ſubordinate Situation. 

The Minuteneſs with which theſe Accounts appear to have been 
kept, and the Preciſion with which the Date of each Particular, 
ſometimes of very ſmall Sums, is ſtated, give them the Appearance 
of Authenticity, as far as it can be conveyed on the Face, or in the 
Conſtruction of ſuch Accounts; and if they were Forgeries, laid 
them open to an eaſy Detection. But no Detection is _ when no 
Enquiry is made. It appears an Offence of the higheſt Order, in 
the Directors concerned in this Buſineſs, when, not fatisfhed with 
leaving ſuch Charges fo long unexamined, they ſhould venture to 
preſent to the King's Servants the Object of them for the higheſt 
Truſt which they have to beſtow. If Mr. Stuart was really guilty, 
the Poſſeſſion of this Poſt muſt furniſh him, not only with the 2 
of renewing the former evil Practices charged upon him, and of ex- 
ecuting them upon a {till larger Scale; but of oppreſſing thoſe un- 
happy erſons who, under the ſuppoſed Protection of the Faith of 
the Company, had appeared to give Evidence concerning his former 
Miſdemeanors “. e 

This Attempt in the Directors was the more ſurprizing, when it 
is conſidered, that Two Committees of this Houſe were, at that 
very Time, ſitting upon an Enquiry that related directly to their 
Conduct, and that of W in India. * 


= 8 of a further Charge on him relative to Salt, Appendix, 
NO. 3, De 1 | Feet | 25 
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received a Letter from Bengt W ing Wake! + APP might 
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be allowed to keep his Rank. queſt hy 25 Omg 
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Praiſe for his, Dili ence, "addrefſed the Boatd n the ſame 
and obſerved, Lee That ſince Mr. Sulivan's W © 5 pe 
8 man] had, 1 8 Intermiſſi ton, done almoſt the Wo .of the 
cc Duty Uotted o the Poſt of Secretary, which it was ene 
% Mr. Sul van had paid but little Attention 10; and neither his Incli- 
a B or Duty led him to act any longer as Mr. Sulivan's 
Her 9 r Committee cannot avoid remarking the direct Con- 
rradition which this Nadel f Mr, — s gives to. 
Letter from the Preſident and Council to the Court of Direc- 
tors in April, 1780, wherein Mr. Sulivan is praiſed for his * Di- 
6 Fe and Attention in his Office of Secretary.” 25 1 
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The Preſident and Council do not ſhew any Diſpleaſure at Mr. 
Freeman's Repreſentation (fo contrary to their own) the Truth of 
which. they thus tacitly admit; but agree to write to the Gover- 
nor General and Council, That it could not be ſuppoſed that 
e they could carry on the Public Buſineſs for any Length of 
„ Time without the Services of @ Secretary and Clerk of Ap- 
< peals, two Offices that required Perſonal Attendance, and 
«© which would be a general Injury to the Servants on their 
„ Eſtabliſhment, and in particular to the Perſon who acted in 
<<" thoſe, Capacities, as they learnt that Mr. Sulivan had been ap- 
<« pointed Judge Advocate General in Bengal; and to requeſt 
c the Governor General and Council > Inbario Mr. Sulivan of 
<« their Sentiments, and to defire him to inform them, whether 
«© he meant to return to his Station, or to remain in Bengal.“ 


On the 5th December, as a Mark of their Approbation of Mr. 
Freeman, who had ſo plainly contradicted their Opinion of Mr. 


Sulivan, the Preſident and Council agree to appoint him to act 
as Secretary and Clerk of Appeals till Mr. Sulivan's Anſwer 
ſhould arrive, with the Emoluments, and to confirm him therein, 
if Mr. Sulivan ſhould remain in Bengal. | 5 
On the 14th February 1781, the Preſident and Council re- 
ceived a Letter from Bengal in Reply, and ſtating their Requeſt 
that Mr. Sulivan might reſerve the Right of returning to his origi- 
nal Situation on the Madras Eſtabliſhment, if the Court of Bi 
rectors ſhould diſapprove of his being transferred to Bengal. To 
this Requeſt the Board at Madras declare they have no Objection: 
And here the Matter reſts; the Court of Directors not havin 

given any Tokens of Approbation or. Diſapprobation of the Tranſ- 
action. | | 

Such is the Hiſtory of Mr. Sulivan's Service from the Time 
of his Appointment : Such were the Qualifications, and ſuch the 


Proofs of Aſſiduity and Diligence given by him, in ring Ns many 


incompatible Offices, (as well as being engaged in other Dealings, 


which will appear in their Place) when, after three Years deſultory 


Reſidence in India, he was thought worthy to be nominated to the 
Succeſſion to the Supreme Council. No Proof whatſoever of diſ- 
tinguiſhed Capacity in any Line preceded bis original Appoint- 
ment to the Service, ſo that the Whole of his Fitneſs for the Su- 


preme Council, teſted upon his Conduct and Character fince his 


Appointment as Perſian Franſlator. 


4 


Your Commit:ee find that His V zjeſty has not yet given his Ap- 


| probation to the Nomination made by the Court of Directors on the 
Zoth of Auguſt 1781, of Meſlrs, Stuart and Sulivan to ſucceed to the 
Supreme Council on the firſt Vacancies, though the Court applied for 
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the Royal Approbation ſo lang ago as the 19th of September 17813 
and 101 theſe Inſtan es the King's Miniſters * their Butz, in 
withholding their Countenance from a Proceeding ſo exceptionable and 
of ſo dangerous an Example. Wy me ſhe 

. Your Committee, from a full View of the Situation and Duties of 
the Court of Directors, are of Opinion, that effectual Means ought 
to be taken for regulating that Court, in ſuch a Manner as to prevent 
either Rivalſhip with, or Subſerviency to their Servants, It might 
therefore be proper for the Houſe to conſider, whether it is fit, that 
thoſe who are, or have been within ſome given Time, Directors of 
the Company, ſhould be capable of an Appointment to any offices 
in India, Directors can never properly . govern thoſe for whoſe 
Employments they are or may be themſelves Candidates; they can 
neither protect nor coerce them with due Impartiality or due Au- 
thority. | 3 F E EI 

If fach Rules as are ſtated by Vour Committee under this Head 
were obſerved in the regular Service at Home and Abroad, the Ne- 
ceſſity of ſuperſeding the regular Service by Strangers would be more 
rare; and whenever the Servants were ſo ſuperſeded, thoſe who put 
forward other Candidates would be obliged to produce a ſtrong Plea 
of Merit and Ability, which, in the Judgment of Mankind, ought to 
overpower Pretenſions ſo authentically eſtabliſhed, and ſo rigorouſly 
guarded from Abuſe, _ $500k Ds b 


The ſecond Object in this Part of the Plan of the Act of 1773, 
namely, that of Inſpection by the Miniſters of the Crown, appears 
not to have been provided for, ſo as to draw the timely and produSive 
Attention of the State on the Grievances of the People of India, and 
on the Abuſes of its Government. By the Regulating Act, the Mi- 
niſters were enabled to inſpect one Part of the Correſpondence, that 
which was received in England; but not that which went Out ward. 
They might know ſomething, but that very imperfectly and unſy ſte- 
matically, of the State of Affairs; but they were neither authorized 
to advance nor to retard any Meaſure taken by the Directors, in con- 
ſequence of that State : They were not provided even with ſufficient 
Means of knowing what any of theſe Meaſures were. And this im- 
perfect Information, together with the Want of a direct Call to any 
ſpecific Duty, might have in ſome Degree occaſioned that Remiſineſs, 
which rendered even the imperfe& Powers originally given by the 
Act of 1773 the leſs efficient. This Deſect was in a great Meaſure 
ee by a ſubſequent Act. But that Act was not paſſed until the 

ear 1780. | | | | 3 

Vour Committee find, That during the whole Period which elapſed 
from 1773 to the Commencement of 1782, Diſorders and Abuſes of 
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Zefore any remedial Law can have it juſt Operation, the Affairs of 
Natives muſt be previouſly ſecured, before any Profit from them What- 
ſoever is attempted. For as long as a Syſtem prevails,” which re 2 


© 4 Z% * 


$7 $+ +.4 


rapacious and improvident, ſhould be ſerved by any of its Subordinates 
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H. CONNECTION OF GREAT BRITAIN 
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IN order to open more fully the Tendency of the Policy which 
| hitherto prevailed, and that the Houſe ay enabled, in any Regu- 
lations which may be made, to follow the Tracks of the Abuſe, and to 
apply an appropriated Remedy to a particular Diſtemper; Your Coth- 
” mittee think it expedient to conſider, in fome Detail, the Manner in 
which India is connected with this Kingdom; which is the Setond 
Head of their Plan. 1 M ˖ Cakes. 0406s 
The Two great Links by which this Connection is maintained are, 
firſt, The Eaſt India Company's Commerce; and next, The Go. 
vernment ſet over the Natives by that Company, and by the Crown, 
The Firſt of theſe Principles of Connection, namely, The Eaft India 
Company's Trade, is to be firſt conſidered, not only as it operates by 
itſelf, but as having a powerful Influence over the general Policy and 
the particular Meaſures of the Company's Government. Your Com- 
mittee apprehend that the preſent State, Nature, and Tendeney of this 
Trade, are not generally underſtoo e. 
Until the Acquiſition of great Territorial Revenues by the Eaſt India 
Company, the Trade with India was carried on upon the common 


© Principles of Commerce, namely, by ſending out fuch Commodities 
* 8 
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Was not adequate to the reciprocal Call of the European Market for 
Indian Goods, by a large annual Exportation of Treaſure, chiefly in 
Silver. In ſome Years.that Export has been as high as Six hundred 
und "Eighty thouſand Pounds Sterling. The other European Com- 
e to India, traded thither on the fame Footing. Their 
Export of Bullion was probably larger in Proportion to the Total of 
their Commerce; as their Commerce itſelf bore a much larger Pro- 
| 1 5g to the Britiſh, than it does at this Time, or has done for many 
*Years paſt. But ſtating it to be equal to the Britiſh, the Whole of 
the Silver fent annually from Europe into Hindoſtan, could not fall 
very ſhort of Twelve or Thirteen hundred thouſand Pqunds a Year. 
This Influx of Money poured into India by an Emulation of all the 
Commercial Nations of Europe, encouraged Induſtry, and promoted 


Cultivation in a high Degree; notwithſtanding the frequent Wars 


with which that Country was harraffed, and the Vices which exiſted 
«In its internal Government. On the other Hand, the Export of ſo 
much Silver was ſometimes a Subject of Grudging and Uneaſineſs in 
Europe; and a Commerce carried on through ſuch a Medium, to 
many appeared in Speculation of doubtful Advantage. But the prac- 
tical Demands of Commerce bore down thoſe ſpeculative Objections. 
The Eaſt India Commodities were ſo eſſential for animating all other 
Bpjaiichts'gf Trade, and for compleating the Commercial Circle, that 
all Nations contended for it with the ny Avidity. The Engliſh 
Company flouriſhed under this Exportation for a very long Series of 
Iden „The Nation was conſiderably ee both in Trade and in 
Revenue; and the Dividends of the Proprietors were often high, and 
- 1 7 ſufficient to keep up the Credit of the Company's Stock in Heart 
- Af Kn 


Vigour. 
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Venues to the Engliſn Company, the Period of which may be reckoned 
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A certain Portion of the Revenues of Bengal has been for many 
Years ſet apart, to be employed in the Purchaſe of Goods for Expor- 
tation to England, and this is called The Inve//ment, The Greatneſs 
of this Inveſtment has been the Standard by which the Merit of the 


Company's principal Servants has been too generally eſtimated ; and 


this main Cauſe of the impoveriſhment of India has been generally taken 
as a Meaſure of its Wealth and Proſperity. Numerous Fleets of large 
Ships, loaded with the moſt valuable Commodities of the Eaſt, an- 
nually arriving in England in a conſtant and enereaſing Succeifion, 
impoſed upon the public Eye, and natutally gave riſe to an Opinion 
of the happy Condition and growing Opulenee of a Country, whoſe 
ſurplus Productions occupied'ſo vaſt a Space in the Commercial World. 
This Export from India ſeemed to imply alſo a reciprocal Supply, by 
which the trading Capital employed in thoſe Productions was conti- 
nually ſtrengthened and enlarged. But the Payment of a Tribute, 
and not a beneficial Commerce to that Country, wore this ſpecious 
and deluſive Appearance. | | FIR 7-48 
The Fame of a great Territorial Revenue, exaggerated, as is uſual 
in ſuch Caſes, beyond even its Value, and the abundant Fortunes of 
the Company's Officers, Military and Civil, which flowed into Eu- 


rope with a full Tide, raiſed in the Proprietors of Eaſt India Stock a 


premature Deſire of partaking with their Servants in the Fruits of that 
ſplendid Adventure, Government alſo thought. they could not be too 
early in their Claims for a Share of what they conſidered themſelves as 
entitled to in every Foreign Acquiſition" made by the Power of this 
Kingdom, through whatever Hands, or by whatever Means it was 
made, Theſe two Parties, after ſome Struggle, came to an Agree- 
ment to divide between them the Profits, which their' Speculation 
propoſed to realize in England from the Territorial Revenue in Ben- 
gal About Two hundred thouſand Pounds was added to the Arinnal 

ividends of the Proprietors. - Four hundred thouſand was given to 
the State; which, added to the old Dividend, brought a conſtant 
Charge upon the mixt Intereſt of Indian Trade and Revenue, of 
Eight hundred thouſand Pounds a Year; this was to be provided for 
at all Events. . n a 6 

By that vaſt Demand on the Territorial Fund, the CorreQives 


Sw 


and Qualifications which might have been gradually applied to the 


Abuſes in Indian Commerce and Government, were rendered extremely 


difficult. 


The Practice of an Inveſtment from the Revenue began in the 
Year 1766, before Arrangements were made for ſecuring and appro- 
priating an aſſured Fund for that Purpoſe in the Treaſury, and for 
diffuſing it from thence upon the ManufaQtures of the Country in a 
juſt Proportion, and in the proper Seaſon, There was r a 
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„Time 2. vols of b in the, Treaſury. It was. in ſome 
Shape to be ſent Home to its Owners. Lo ſend it oüt in Silver was 


G 1 


edium.. ; A. Scarcity of Coin 
li. Khan (the Nabob whom the 


ſuhject 0 Two, manifeſt e :—Firſt, The Country 


re, Which has been. Fei computes, but by none at. leſs than 


: 9 
: 


2 4 4 


tutn aha; Company/a:evenus into its. Commerce, The firſt Inyeſt- 
ment Was! about | 


| n produced its natural Effects. 
The loudeſt Complaints aroſe among — 5 and among all the 
Foteigneis who traded to Bengal. It muſt 6 have 
thrown:the whole mercantile Syſtem of the Country into the greateſt 
Confuſion... With xegard to the Natives, no Expedient was propoſed 
Fora their Relief, The Caſe. was ſerious with reſpect to. Eyroteah 
Powets, The Preſidency plainly repreſented. to the Directors, that 
ſome Agreement ſhould be made with Foreign Nations, for providing 


ond Ciik mms 1 91. | nn | 
©. This new, Syſtem, .of Trade, carried on through the Medium of 


their Inveſtment to a qertain Amount, or that the Deficiencies then 


ſubſiſling muſt terminate in an open Rupture with France. The Di- 
rectors, preſſed by the large Payments in England, were not free to 
abandon. their Syſtem; and all poſſible Means of diverting the Manu- 
Aactures into the Company's Inveſtment, were ſtil} anxiouſly ſought 
and purſued, until the Difficulties of the Foreign Companies were at 


length removed by the natural Flow of the Fortunes of the Compa- 
2 ay's Servants into Europe, in the Manner which will be ſtated here- 


- ut, with all theſe. Endeavours of the Preſidency, the Inveſtment 


ſunk ia 1769, and they were even obliged to pay for a Part of the 
Goods to private Merchants, in the Company's Bonds bearing In- 
'teraſt, It was plain that this Courſe of Buſineſs could not 3 
| | he 


| Sony thouſand Pounds a Year at a Medium. 
h 


* 


1 29 1 


The MauvfaBiters f Bengel, far from: being generally 10 a Pere 
dition to give Credit, have always required Adyances to be made to 
them ; ſo have the Merchants very F ; at leaſt, ſince the Pre- 
valence of the Engliſh Power in India. It was peceſſary therefort, 
and ſo the Preſidency of Calcutta repreſented the Matter, to provitie | 
before-hand a Year's, Advance, This 7 ies great Efforts, and 
they were made. Notwithſtanding the Famine in 1770, Which 
walted Bengal in a Manner dreadful beyond all Example, the In- 
veſtment, by a Variety of ſucceflive Ex pedients, many of them of the 
moſt dangerous Nature and Tendency, was forcibly kept up; amt 
even in that forced and unnatural State, it gathered Strength almdft 
every Year, The Debts contracted in the Infancy of the Syftem 
were gradually reduced; and the Advances to Contractors and Manu- 
factuters were regularly made; ſo that the Goods from Bengal, pur- 
chaſed from the Territorial Revenues, from the Sale of European 
Goods, and from the Produce of the Monopolies, for the Four Yeats 
which ended as $9 F the Inveſtment from the Surplus Re- 
venues finally cloſed) were never leſs than a Million Sterling, aud 
commonly nearer Twelve hundred thouſand Pounds. This Million 
is the loweſt Value of the Goods ſent to Europe for which no Satif- 
faction is made. > | DI ne 
About an Hundred thoufarld Pounds a Year is alſo remitted from 
Bengal, on the Company's Account, to China; and the Whole of 
the Produd of that Money flows into the direct Trade from China 
to Europe. Beſides this, Bengal ſends a regular Supply, in Time'sf 
Peace, to thoſe Preſidencies which are unequal to their own EftabMih- 
ment. To Bombay, the Remittance in Money, Bills, or Goods, 
for none of which there is a Return, amounts to One hundred And 


| e Goods, which are exported from Europe to India, eBrifiſt 
chiefly of Military and Naval Stores, of Cloathing for Troops, and 
of other Objects for the Conſumption of the Ferch reſitling 
there; and, excepting ſome Lead, Copper Utenſils and Sheet Cop- 
per, Woollen Cloth, and other Commodities of little compatative 
Value, no Sort of Merchandize is ſent from England that is in Pe- 
mand for the Wants or Deſires of the Native Tnhabitants. 3 
When an Account is taken of the Intercouſe (for it is not Com- 
merce) which is carried on between Bengal and England, the perni- 
cious Effects of the Syſtem of Inveſtment from Revenue will appear 
in the ſtrongeſt Point of View. In that View, the whole exported 


- 


* The Sale, to the Amount of about One hundred thouſand Pounds Au- 
nually, of the Export from Great Britain, ought to be deducted from this 


Produce 


Million, 
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gal by the deſtructive Syſtem of the ruling 
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Produce of the Countty (ſo far as the Company is concerned) is not 
exchanged in the Courſe of Bartef; but is taken away without any 
Return or Payment whatſoever, In a Commercial Light therefore, 
Eugland becomes Annually Bankrupt to Bengal, to the Amount 
nearly of its whole Dealing ; or rather, the Country has ſuffered what 
is tantamount to an Annual Plunder of ifs ManufaQures and its Pro- 


duce to the Value of Twelve hundred Thouſand Pounds. 


In Time of Peace, Three foreign Companies appear at Firft Sight 
to bring their Contribution or Trade to the Supply of this continua! 
Drain. Theſe are the Companies of France, Holland, and Denmark. 
But when the Object is conſidered more neatly, inſtead of Relief, 
theſe Companies, who from their Want of Authority in the Country 
might ſeem to trade upon a Principle merely Commercial, will be 
found to add their full Proportion-to the Calamity brought upon Ben- 

adit : becauſe the 
greater Part of the Capital of all theſe "Companies, and perhaps the 
whole Capital of ſome of them, is furniſhed exactly as the Britiſh is, 


out of the Revenues of the Country. The Civil and Military Ser- 


vants of the Engliſh Eaſt India Company being reſtricted in drawing 
Bills upon Europe, and none of them ever making or propoſing an 
Eftabliſhment in India, a very great Part of their Were well or 
ill gotten; is in all Probability thrown, as faſt as required, into the 
Cath of theſe Companies, | Cas: 

In all other Countries, the Revenue, following the natural'Courſe 
and Order of Things, ariſes out of their Commerce. Here, by 2 


miſchievous Inverſion of that Order, the whole Foreign Maritime 


Trade, whether Engliſh, French, Dutch, or Daniſh, ariſes from the 
Revenues; and theſe are carried out of the Country, without pro- 
dueing any Thing to compenſate ſo heavy a Loſs. ak 
Your Committee have not been able to diſcover the entire Value 
of the Inveſtment made by Foreigh Companies. But as the Inveſt- 
ment which the Engliſh Laft India Company derived from its Reve- 
nues, and even from its public Credit, is for the Year 1783 to be 
wholly ſtopped, it has been propoſed to private Perſons, to make a 
Subſcription for an Inveſtment on their own Account, This Inveſt- 
ment is to be equal to the Sum of /. 800,000. Another Loan has 
been alſo made for an Inveſtment on the Company's Account to 
China, of f. 200,0000 This makes a Million; and there is no 
Queſtion, that much more could be readily had for Bills upon Eu- 
rope. Now, as there is no Doubt that the Whole of the Money re- 
mitted is the Property of Britiſh Subjects (none elſe having any In- 
tereſt in remitting to Europe) it is not unfair to ſuppoſe, that a very 
reat Part if not the Whole of what may find its Way into this new 
hannel is not newly created, but only diverted from thoſe Channels 
Eq : as 


„ 


ln 1 


in which it formerly ran, that is, the Caſh of the Foreign Trading 


Companies. Ld | 6 55 88 
- Beſides the Inveſtment made in Goods by Foreign Companies, from 


the Funds of Britiſh Subjects, theſe Subjects have been for ſome Time 


in the Practice of ſending very great Sums in Gold and Silver di 
to China on their own Account. In a Memorial prefented to the Go- 


vernor General and Council, in March 1782, it appears, that the 


Principal Money lent by Britiſh Subjects, to One Company of 
Merchants in China, then amounted- to Seven Millions of Dollars, 
about One Million Seven huadred thouſand Pounds Sterling ; and 


not the ſmalleſt Particle of Silver ſent to China ever returns to India. 


It is not eaſy to determine in what Proportions this enormous Sam of 
Money has been ſent from Madras, or from Bengal, but it equally 
exhauſts a Country belonging to this Kingdom, whether it comes from 
the one or from the other 12 be 
But that the Greatneſs of all theſe Drains, and their Effects, ma 
be rendered more viſible, Your Committee have turned their Gooſe. 
deration to the Employment of thoſe Parts of the Bengal Revenue 


which are not employed in the Company's on Inveſtments for China 


and for Europe. What is taken over and above the Inveſtment 
(when any Inveſtment can be made) from the groſs Revenue, 
either for the Charge of Collection or for Civil and Military Eſta- 

bliſKments, is in Time of Peace Two Millions at the leaſt. From 
the Portion of that Sum which goes to the Support of Civil Govern- 
ment the Natives are almoſt wholly excluded, as they are from the 


principal Collections of Revenue, With very few Excepti 


they are only employed as Servants and Agents to Europeans, 
or in the inferior Departments of Collection, when. it is abſolutely 


impoſſible to proceed a Step without their Aſſiſtance. For ſome 


Time after the Acquiſition of the Territorial Revenue, the Sum of 
Four Hundred and Twenty Thouſand Pounds a Year was paid, 
according to the Stipulation of a _— to the Nabob of Bengal 
for the Support of his Government. This Sum, however incon- 
ſiderable, compared to the Reyenues of the Province, yet, diftri- 
buted through the various Departments of Civil Adminiftration, 
ſerved in ſome Degree to preſerve the Natives of the better Sort, 
particularly thoſe of the Mahomedan Profeſſion, from being utterly 
ruined. The People of that Perſuaſion not being ſo generally 
engaged in Trade, and not having on their Conqueſt of Bengal 
diveſted the antient Gent Proprietors of their Lands of Inheri- 
tance, had for their chief, if not for their ſole Support, the Share 
of a moderate Conqueror in all Offices Civil and Military. But 
Your Committee find that this Arrangement was of a ſhort Dura- 
tion, Without the leaſt Regard to the Subſiſtence of this innocent 
6 . g ; G . 3 People, 
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. . Shape or another ſent out of the Country. 


2 „ E 
Bevple, or to the Faith of the Agreement, on Which they were 


| — under the Britiſh Government, this Sum was red 5 


a 
mow Treaty © £320,000 and ſoon after, (upon a Prgtengg of the | 
preſent Nabob's inority, and a temporary Begueſtration for the $ 

iſaharge of his Debts) to £. 160, ooo: But when be arrived at his 
Majority, and when the Debts were paid, if ever they were paid, 
the Sequeſtration ſtill continued. And, ſo far as the late Advices 


may be underſtood, the Allowance to the Nabob appears ſtill to | 


ſtand at the reduced Sum of . 160, 00. . ; 
The other Reſource of the Mahomedans, and of the Gentds | 
af certain of the higher Caſts, was the Army. In this Army, 
Ninestenths of which conſiſts of Natives, no — of whatever 
Deſeription holds any Rank higher than that of a Subadar Comman- 
Aant, that is, of an Officer below the Rank of the Engliſh Subaltern, 
who is appointed to each Company of the Native Soldiery. 5 
Tour Committee here would be underſtood to ſtate the ordinary | 
Eſtabliſhment, for the War may have made ſome Alteration : All 
the bonourable, all the lucrative Situations of the Army, all the 
Supplies and Contracts of whatever Species that belong to it, 
ate ſolely in the Hands of the Engliſh; ſo that whatever is be- 
.yond the mere Subſiſtence of a common Soldier and ſome Offi- 
.cers of a lower Rank, together with the immediate Expences of 
the Engliſh Officers at their Table, is ſooner or later, in one | 
Such was the State of Bengal even in Time of profound Peace, and 
before the whole Weight of the public Charge fell upon that unhappy 
Country for the Support of other Parts of India, which have been 
deſolated in ſuch a Manner as to contribute little or nothing to 
their own, Protection. e 155 | 

Your Committee have given this ſhort comparatiye Account of 


che Effects of the Maratime Trafic of Bengal when in its natural 


State, and as it has ſtood ſince the Prevalence of the Syſtem of an 
Inveſtment from the Revenues. But before the Formation of that 
- Syſtem, Bengal did by no Means depend for its Reſources on its 

Maritime Commerce. The inland Trade, from whence it derived 
a very great Supply of Silver and Gold, and many Kinds of mer- | 
+ chantable Goods, Was yery.conſiderable.—T he higher Provinces of 
the Mogul Empire were then populous and opulent, and Inter- 
.*courſe to an immenſe Amount was carried on between them and 
Bengal. A great Trade alſo paſſed through: theſe-Provinces. from 

all the Cauntries on the Frontier of Perſia and the Frontier Pro- 


-» Finces of Tartary, as wel as from Surat and Baroach on the 


Weſtern Side of India. Theſe Parts opened to Bengal a, Com- 
- munication wich the Perſian Gulph and with the Red Sea, and 


through 


Tx 3 

throngh them with the whole Turkiſh and the maritime Parts of the 
Perſtan Empire, 'befides the commercial Intercourſe which it 

maintained with thoſe and many other Countries through, its own 
Sea Ports. i 1 4 Fry } © 3 0} | 3% 01 ; : N 324 
During that Period, the Remittances to the Mogul's Treaſury 
from Bengal were never very large, at leaſt for any conſiderablſe 
Time; nor very regularly ſent ; and the Impoſitions of the State 
were ſoon repaid with Intereſt, through the Medium of a lucrative 
Comtnerce. But the Diſorders of Perſia, ſince the Death of Kouli 
— ng wholly deſtroyed the Trade of that Country. And 

e Trade to Turkey, by Judda and Buſſorah, Which was the 
greateſt and perhaps beſt Branch of the Indian Trade, is very 
much ditifidiſhed:) The Fall of the Throne of the Mogul Em- 

erors, has drawn with it that of the great Marts of Agra and 
Delhi. The utmoſt Confuſion of the North-weſtern Provinces 
followed this Revolution, which was not abſolutely complete, until 
it received the laſt Hand from Great Britain. Still greater Ca- 
lamities have fallen upon the fine Provinces of Rohilcund and 
Oude, and on the Countries of Corah and Allahabad. By the 
Operations of the Britiſh Arms and Influence, they are in many 
Places turned to mere Deſerts*®, or ſo reduced and decayed as to 
afford very few Materials, or Means of Commerce. 

Such is the actual Condition of the Trade of Bengal, ſince the 
Eſtabliſhment of the Britiſh Power there. The Commerce of the 
Carnatic, as far as the Enquiries of Your Committee have ex- 
tended, did not appear with. à better Aſpect, even before [the In- 
vaſion of Hyder Ali Khan, and the conſequent Deſolation; which, 
for many Vears to come, muſt exelude it from any conſiderable 
Part of the trading Syn. aye 

It appears on the Examination of an intelligent Perſon concerned 
in Trade, and who reſided at Madras for ſeverak Vears, That on 
his Arrival there, which was in the:Year 1707, that City was in a 
Noutiſhing Condition, and one of the Firſt Marts in India; but 
when he left it in 1779, there -was little or no Trade remaining, 
and but One Ship belonging to the whole Place? The Evidence of 
this Gentleman purports, that at his firſt Acquaintance with the 
Carnatic, it was a well-eultivated and populous Country, and as 
ſuch, conſumed many Articles of Merchandize: that at his Depar- 
ture, he left it much cireumſcribed in Trade, greatly in the Decline 
as to Populatiom and Culture, and witha' correſpandent Decay ot 
the Tetritoria) Revenue. - KY COLLIE Wan s 
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EN 
Tour Committee finds, that there has alſo been from Madras an 
Inveſtment of the Company's Account, taking one Vear with 
another, very nearly on the ſame Principles, and with the ſame 
Effects, as that from Bengal; and they think it is highly probable, 
that beſides the large Sums remitted directly from Madraſs to 
China, there has likewiſe been a great deal on a private Account, 
for that and other Countries, inveſted in the Caſh of Foreign Eu- 
ropeans Powers trading on the Coaſt of Coromandel. But Your 
Committee have not extended their Enquiries relative to the 
Commerce of the Countries dependent on Madras, ſo far as they 
have done with regard to Bengal. They have Reaſon to apprehend 
that the Condition is rather worſe: But if the Houſe requires a 
more minute Examination of this important Subject, Your Com- 
mittee is willing to enter into it without Delay. 


E 
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UI. EFFECT OF THE REVENUE INVEST- 
ENT ON THE COMPANY. 


MTHERTO, Your Committee has conſidered: this Syſtem of 
Revenue Inveſtment, ſubſtituted in the Place of a Commercial 
Link between India and Europe, ſo far as it affects India only: 
They are now to conſider it as it affects the Company. So long 
- as that Corporation continued to receive a vaſt Quantity of Mer- 

- Chantable Goods, without any Diſburſement for the Purchaſe, fo 
long it poſſeſſed wherewithal to continue a Dividend, to pay Debts, 
and to contribute to the State. But it muſt have been always 
evident to conſiderate Perſons, that this vaſt Extraction of Wealth 
from a Country leſſening in its Reſources in Proportion to the 
Encreaſe of ics Bhirthens, was not calculated for a very long Duration. 
For a While, the Company's Servants kept up this Inveſtment, 
not by improving Commerce, Manufacture, or Agriculture, but by 
forcibly raiſing the Land Rents, on the Principles and in the 
Manner hereafter to be deſcribed. When theſe Extortions diſap- 
| appointed 
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the War carrying away all 7 at length Mr. Haſtings, 


5 1 ; 


pointed, or threatened to diſappoint Expectation, in order to — 
vey for the Avarice which raged in England, they ſought for Ex- 
pedients in Breaches of all the Agreements by which they were 
bound by any Payment to the Country Powers, and in exciting 
Diſturbances among all the neighbouring Princes. Stimulating 
their Ambition, and fomenting their mutual  Animoſities, they 
ſold to them reciprocally their common Servitude and Ruin. 

The Governor General, Mr. Haſtings, and the Council, tell 
the Directors, That the Supply for the Inveſtment has ariſen 
« from caſual and extraordinary Reſources, which they could not 
cc expect always to command.” In an earlier Minute he expreſſes 
himſelf ſtill more diſtinctly; he ſays, © If the Internal Reſources 


* of a State fail it, or are not equal to its occaſional Wants, whence 


« can it obtain immediate Relief, but from external Means? 
Indeed the Inveſtment has not been fer any long Time the 
natural Product of the Revenue of Bengal: 1 the vaſt 
Charge, and by the ill Return of an evil Political and Military 
Traffic, and by a prodigal Increaſe of Eſtabliſhments, and a pro- 
fuſe Conduct in diſtributing Agencies and Contracts, they found 
themſelves under Difficulties, inſtead of being cured of their immo- 
ral and impolitic Deluſion, they plunged deeper into it, and were 
drawn from Expedient to Expedient for the Supply of the Inveſt- 
ment, into that endleſs Chain of Wars, which this Houſe, by 
its Reſolutions, has ſo juſtly condemned. At Home theſe Mea- 
ſures were ſometimes countenanced; ſometimes . winked at, ſome- 
times cenſured, but always with an Acceptance of whatever Pro- 
fit they afforded. | | HOT PEE: 
At length the Funds for the Inveſtment, and for theſe Wars, 
together could no longer be ſupplied. In the Year 1778, the 
Proviſion for the Inveſtment from the Revenues, and from the 
Monopolies, ſtood very high. It was eſtimated at a Million Four 
hundred thouſand Pounds; and of this it appears that a great deal 
was realiſed. But this was the high Flood Tide of the Inveſtment ; 
for in that Year they announce its probable Decline ;- and that ſuch 
extenſive Supplies could not be continued. The Advances to the 
Board of Trade became Jeſs punctual, and many Diſputes aroſe 
about the Time of making them. However, knowing that all 
their Credit at Home depended on the Inveſtment, or upon an 


Opinion of its Magnitude, whilſt they repeat their Warning of a 


probable Deficiency, and that their “Finances bore an unfavour- 
<< able . in the Year 1779, they rate their Inveſtment fill 
higher. But their Payments becoming leſs and leſs regular, and 
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pen ſon of their Inveſtment ;—that they had already 
to borrow near /. 100,000. This k 


| DDr 


N 
in December 1780, denounced Sentence of approaching Diſſolution 
to this Syſtem; and tells the Directors that He bore too high a 
< Reſpect! for their Characters, to treat them with the Manage- 
ment of -a preparatory and gradual Introduction to an unpleaſin 
Neport. That it is the only ſubſtantial Information be ſhall Pang 


to conway in that Letter.” In Confidence therefore of their 
Fortitude, be tells them without Ceremony, That; there will be 


<<a Neceſſity of making a large Reduction, or Avg Ga total Suſ- 
en reduced 

| eſource (ſays he) cannot 
* laſt; it muſt ceaſe at a certain Period, and that perhaps not far 
He was not miſtaken in bis Prognoſtic. Loans now becoming 
the regular Reſource for retrieving the Inveſtment, whoſe Ruin was 
Inevitable, the Council enable the Board of Prade, in April 1781, 
to grant Certificates for Government Bonds at Eight per Cent, 


il Intereſt, for about £.650,000,— The Inveſtment was fixed at 


£:900,000, 


But now another alarming. Syſtem appeared. Theſe new Bondy 


overloaded the Market: Thoſe which had been formerly iſſued, 
were at a Diſcount; the Board of Trade was obliged to advance, 


therefore, a Fourth more than uſual to the Contractors: This 


ſeemed to ſatisfy that Deſcription of Dealers. But as thoſe wha 
bought on Agency were limited to no Terms of mutual Advantage; 
and the Bonds on the new Iſſue falling from Three to Eight, Nine, 
and Ten per Cent. Diſcount. The Agents were unable to furniſh at 
the uſual Prices. Accordingly a Diſcount was ſettled on ſuch 
Terms as could be made: The loweſt Diſcount, and that at two 


Places only, was at Four per Cent. which with the Intereſt on the 


Bonds made (beſides the earlier Advance) at the leaſt Twelve 
per Cent. additional Charge upon all Goods. It was evident, 
hat as the Inveſtment, inſtead of being ſupported by the Reve- 
nues, was ſunk by the Fall of their Credit; to the net Revenues 
were diminiſhed by the daily Accumulation of an Intereſt ac- 
cruing on Account of the Inveſtment. What was done to 
alleviate one Complaint thus aggravating the other, and at length 
proving pernicious to both, this Trade on Bonds likewiſe came to 
Vour Committee has Reafon to think, that the Bonds have ſince 
that Time ſunk to a Diſcount much greater even than what is now 
ſtated. The Board of Trade juſtly denominates their Reſource 
for. that Vear, the ſinking Credit of a Paper Currency, Jabour- 
ing, from the uncommon Scarcity of Specie, under Diſadvan- 
es tages ſcarcely ſurmountable,” From this they value themſelves 
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ce on: having effected an ele Proviſion, at leaſt for that Inveſt 
FN 15 78g, eee even oſtenſiblls. 
By this Failure, a total Revolution enſued of the moſt extraor- 
dinary Nature, and to which Your Committee wiſh to call the par- 
ticular Attention of the Houſe. For the Council General, in their 
Letter of the 8th of April, 1782, after ſtating that they were diſap- 
pointed in their Expectations, (how. grounded it does not appeas) 
de thought that hey ov be able to ſpare a. Sum ta the Board 
4 of Trade“ tell the Court of Directors“ that they had adop 
« A new Method of keeping up the Inveſtment, by private S 
c ſcribers for Eighty Lacks of Rupees, which will Nag Cargoes far 
« their Ships on the uſual Terms of Privilege, at the Ri/que of, the 
* Individuals; and is to be repaid to them according to the Proguce af 
« the Sale: in England.” And they tell the Directors, that . a 
« Copy of the Plan makes a Number in their ſeparate Diſpatches 
&« over Land.” Fs n 
It is impoſſible, in reporting this Revolution to the Houſe, to 
avoid remarking with What Fidelity Mr. Haſtings and his Coungy WF 
have adhered to the Mode of tranſmitting their Accounts, whit 
Your Committee found it 3 to mark and cenſure in their 
Firſt Report. Its pernicious Tendency is thefe fully ſet forth. 
They were peculiarly called on for a moſt accurate State of their 
Affairs, in order to explain the Neceſſity of hay ing Reco to 
ſuch a ſcheme, as well as for a full and correct Account of the 
Scheme itſelf, But they ſend only the aboye ſhort Minute, by Oge 
Diſpatch over Land, whilſt the Copy of the Plan itſelf, on which 
the Directors muſt form their Judgment, is ſent ſeparately in ang- 
ther Diſpatch over Land, which has never arrived. A Third Diſ- 
patch, which alſo contained the Plan, was ſent by a Sea Convey- 
ance, and arrived late. The Directors have, for very obvigus 
Reaſons, ordered, by a ſtrict Injunction, that they ſhould ſead 
Duplicates of all their Diſpatches by every Ship. The Spirit of 8 
Rule perhaps ought to extend to every Mode of Conveyance. In 
this Caſe, ſo far from ſending a Duplicate, they do not ſend even 
One perfect Account. They announce a Plan by one Convey- 
ance, and they ſend it by another Conveyance, with other Delays 
and other Riſques. | | N 18 
At length, at nearly Four Months Diſtance, the Plan has been 
received; and appears to be ſubſtantially that which had been 
announced, but developing in the Particulars many new Circum- 
ſtances of the greateſt Importance. By this Plan it appears, that 
toe Subſcription, even in Idea or Pretence, is not for the Uſe of 
the Company; but that the dubſcribers are united into a e of 
| 4 Society 


[#1 | 
Society for the remitting their private Fortunes : The Goods indeed 
are ſaid to be ſhipped on the Company's Account, and they are directed 


to be ſold on the ſame Account, and at the uſual Periods of Sales ; 
but, after the Payment of Duties, and ſuch other Allowances as 


they chooſe to make, in the 11th Article they provide, “that the 
% Remainder of the Sales ſhall revert to the Subſcribers and be declared 
ec to be their Property, and divided in Proportion to their reſpective 
ce Shares.” The Compenſation which they allow in this Plan to 
their Maſters for their Brokerage is, that if (after deducting all 
the Charges which they impoſe) « the Amount of the Sales ould 
< be found to exceed Two Shillings and Two-pence for the current 
% Rupee of the Invoice Account, it ſhall be taken by the Com- 
de pany.” For the Management of this Concern in Bengal they 
chooſe Commiſfioners by their own Authority. By the ſame Au- 
thority they form them into' a Body ; they put them under Rules 
and Regulations ; and they empower them alſo to make Regulations 
of their own. They remit by the like Authority the Duties to 
which all private Trade is ſubject, and they charge the whole Con- 
cern with Seven per Cent. to be paid from the net Produce of the 
ales in England, as a Recompence to the Commiſſioners ; for this 
the Commiſſioners contract to bear all the Charges on the Goods to 
the Time of Shipping. + bs | 
The Servants having formed this Plan of Trade, and a new 
" Commiſſion for the Conduct of it, on their private Account,—it is 
a Matter of Conſideration, to know who the Commiſſioners are. 
They turn out to be the Three Senior Servants of the Company's 
Board of Trade, who chooſe to take upon them to be the Factors 
" of others, for large Emoluments, whilſt they receive Salaries © 
Two thouſand Pounds and Fifteen hundred Pounds a Year from 
the Company. As the Company have no other Fund than the new 
"Inveſtment from whence they are to be paid for the Care of thei 
- Servants Property, this Commiſſion and thoſe Salaries being tc 
take place of their Brokerage, they in effect render it very difficult 
if not impoſſible, for them to derive Advantage from their new 
Occupation. | 5 5 
Ass to the Benefit of this Plan: Beſides preventing the Loſs whic 
muſt happen from the Company's Ships returning empty to Eu 
rope, and the ſtopping of all Trade between India and England, thi 


Authors of it ſtate, that it will “ open a new Channel of Remittance 
and aboliſh the Practice, by precluding the Neceſſity, of remit 
ting private Fortunes by foreign Bottoms; and that it may lead ti 

be ſome permament Mode for Remittance of private Fortunes, and « 

Fe combining it with the regular Proviſion of the Company's In 
| n | | se yeitmentY. 
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[ 39 ] 
t veſtment. That it will yield ſome Profit to the Company without 
« Riſque ; and the national Gain will be the ſame as upon the 
« regular Trade. 7 | e © the PIES 
As to the Combination of this Mode of Remittance with the 
Company's Inveſtment, nothing can be affirmed concerning it, un- 
til ſome ſatis factory Aſſurance can be held out, that ſuch an Inveſt- 
ment can ever be realiſed. Mr. Haſtings, and the Gentlemen of 
the Council, have not afforded any Ground for ſuch an Expecta- 
tion. That the Indian Trade may become a permanent Vehicle 
of the private Fortunes of the Company's Servans, is very pro- 
bable ; that is, as permanent as the Means of acquiring For- 
tunes in India; but that ſome Profit will accrue to the Company, 
is abſolutely impoſſible. The Company are to bear all the Char 
outwards, and a very great part of that homewards; and their only 
Compenſation is the Surplus Commiſſion on the Sale of other Peo- 
le's Goods. The Nation will undoubtedly avoid great Loſs and 
Pettipent, which would be the inevitable Conſequence-of the 
total Ceſſation of the Trade with Bengal, and the Ships returning 
wirhout Cargoes. But if this temporary Expedient ſhould. be im- 
proved into a Syſtem, no occaſional Advantages to be derived from 
it, would be ſufficient to balance the Miſchiefs of finding a great 
parliamentary Corporation turned into a Vehicle for remitting to 
England the private Fortunes of thoſe, for whoſe Benefit the ter- 
ritorial Poſſeſſions in India are, in Effect and Subſtance, under this 
Project, to be ſolely held. 20.% . 
By this extraordinary Scheme, the Company is totally overturned, 
and all its Relations inverted. From being a Body concerned in 
Trade on their own Account, and 'employing their Servants as 
Factors, the Servants have at One Stroke taken the whole Trade 
into their own Hands, on their own Capital of . $00,000, at 
their own Riſque ; and the Company are become Agents and Face , 
tors to them, to ſell by Commiſſion their Goods for their Profit. 
To enable Your Committee to form ſome Judgment upon the 
Profit which may accrue to DONE from its new Relation and 
Employment, they directed, that an Eſtimate ſhould be made of 
the probable Proceeds of an Inveſtment conducted on the mn, 
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15 of chat Intended to de realized for 1783. By this Efimats;*-#htch 


is fubfditied; it appeurs to Fer Ora liaes; that ſo far frum any 
ſu urplus Profit from this Tranſaction, the Bengal Adventurers them- 
es, iffſtead"of realizitig 2 8. 2 4. the Rupee (che Standard they fix 
for their — * will not receive the 15. 9 d. which is its utmoſt 
Alue itt Sityer at the Mint; nor probably above 1-5. 5d. With 
mis ior Eoſs before ade Eyes it is * that "they can 
a1 =," 5 Ina mm; 23550220 yarn 1 P 
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Io 2 wal ” "1 Amount is computed on eee; of ie Saks of the Tod 'taft 


fts. 
bo 2: Pl Caftom' is compated on dn(Aieege ef S.bat paid on Piece Goods, and 


Raw * ſid Imports, adding additional Impoſta. 


5480 * enter ber of this Seaſon (1782) by which the e aboye 88 
N to be oxae, are taken up at £, 47, 5% per Ton, for the home- 
wal nf Cirgo; ; this Char e amounts to £. een 8 * ;. the adrhitional” Wages 
Men, which the” y pay; anda very ſwiall-Charge for» Dumurrage, will 
— the Freight, &c. to 2. 42,000 per Ship, agreeable to above Eſtimate. 

d 4, The Duty of «5 per Cent. is charged by the Company on the groſs Sale 
Amonnt of all Private Trade licenſed to be brought from India; the Amount of 
this Duty is the only Benefit the Company are likely to receive from the Subſcrip- 
tion Inveſtment. 

e 5. This Charge is likewiſe made on private Trade Goods, and is little (if any 
Thing) more than the real Expence the Comp-...., are at on account of the ſame, 
therefore no Benefit will probably ariſe to the Company from -it on the Sale of the 
{id Inveſtment. 

f6. This is the Sum which will probably be realized in England, and is only 
equal to 18. 5d. per Rupee, on thc 80 Lacks ſubſcribed, 
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Proſperity of that Country, On the other Hand, 


Attempts to reform this Syſtent wil 
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dipole of. This 1 812 which they 
cannot otherwiſe diſpoſe of. This latter Caſe is Po very impro- 
eenths of 99 4 


ty. ; , 1 { $4 £4 | 4 1 T3 g AE 
On the Jeers woc by Two Reports of a Committee of the General 
Court in 1782, their Affairs were even then reduced to a low Ebb. 


But under the Arrangement announced by Mr. Haſtings and his Col - 


leagues, it does not appear, fter this Period of the Servants. Inveſt- 
ment, from What Fund the Proprietors are to make any Dividend at 
all. The Objetts of the Sale, from whence the Dividend is to ariſe, 
are not their Goods : Ter ſtand accountable to; others for the whol 
nr Produce, The State of the Company's Commerce will 
erefore become an Object of ſerious Conſideration; an Affait, as 
Your Committee apprehends, of as much Difficulty as ever wied the | 


Faculties of this Houſe, - For on the one Hand it is plain, that the 


Syſtem of providing the Company's Import into Europe, reſting almoſt 
wholly by an Inveſtment from its territorial Revenves, has failed: 
During its Continuance. it was ſupported on Prigeigl fatal. to the 
1 | | if the nominal 
Commerce of the Company is ſuffered, to be carried on for the Account 
of the Servants Abroad, by inveſting the E:acluments made in their 
Stations, there Emoluments are therefore incluſiyely authorized, and 
with them the Practices from 7 they accrue... All parliamentary 
be contradictory to its Inſtitation. 
If, for. Inftance, Five. hundred. thouſand Pounds Sterling, annually be 
neceflary for this Kind of Inyeſtment, any Regulation 2 — 
prevent the Acyuilition of that Sum, operates againſt the Inveſtment, 
which is the End propoſed. by the P[faa. 
On this new Scheme (yhich is neither calculated for a future Secu+ 
rity, nor for a preſent Relief td th= Company) it is not vifible in whes 
Manner the Settlements in India zan be at all apheld. The Gentle, 
men in Employments Abroad, call for the whole Produce of the Year” 
Inveſtment from Bengal; but for the Payment of the Counter-inveſts 
ment from Europe, which is for the far greater Part ſent out for the 
Support of their Pc:yer,. no Proviſion: at all is made: They have not, 
it ſeems, agreed tha! it ſhould be 8 to theit Account, or that 
* any 
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any Deduction ſhould be made for it from the Produce of their Sales 
in Leadenhall Street, How far ſuch a Scheme is preferable io the 
total Suſpenſion of Trade, Your Committee cannot poſitively deter- 
mine. In all Likelihood extraordinary Expedients were neceſſary; 
hut the Cauſes which induced this Neceſſity ought to be more 
fully enquired into, for the laſt Step in a. Series of Conduct wa Vir 
——— upon Principles, that ſuppoſe great Blame in thoſe which 
preceded it. F 3333 
n After Your Committee had made the foregoing Obſervations upon 
the Plan of Mr. Haſtings and his Colleagues, tranſmitted to the Court 
of DireQors, an Extract of the Madras SC nfvltariens was a few Days 
go laid before us. This Extract contains a Letter from the Governor 
genera] and Council of Bengal to the Precedency of F ort Saint George, 
hich" affords'a very ſtriking, tnoogh eo Tour Committee by no means 
an upexpected Picture, of the Lnftability of their Opinions and Conduct. 
On the 8th'of<April the Servants had regularly formed and digeſted 
the above-mentioned Plan, which was to form the Baſis for the Inveſt- 
men of their "own Fortunes, and to furniſh the ſole Means of the 
cominercial Exiſtence of their Maſters; | Before the 10th of the fol- 
lowing May, which is the Date of their Letter to Madras, they in, 
form Lord Macartney, that they had fundamentally altered the whol 
Scheme. Inſtead (wy they) of allowing the Subſcribers to retain 
© an Intereſt in the Goods, they, are to be provided entirely on Ac+ 
© count of the Company, and tranſported at their Riſque ; and the 
«Subſcribers; inffead of receiving Certificates payable out of the Pro- 
© duce of the Sales in Europe, are to be granted Receipts on the Pays 
s ment of their Advances, beating an Intereſt of Eight per Cent. per 
*"Annum, until exchanged for Drafts on the Court of Directors, 
4% payable 365 Days after Sight, at the Rate of Two Shillings per 
© Current Rupee; which Drafts ſhall be granted in the proper 
4% Time of '3-$ths of the Amount ſubſcribed, on the 3iſt of De- 
**cember next; and the remaining 5-Sths on the 31ſt of Decem- 
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Pounds Sterling. It is probably on Account of che previous In- 
tereſt of Eight per Cent. that the Value of the Rupee on this Schem 

is reduced. Mr. Haſtings and his Colleagues announce to Lord Mae- 
artney no other than the foregoing Alteration in their Plan. 
It is diſcouraging to attempt any Sort of Obſervation on Plans thug 
ſhifting their Principle whilſt their Merits are under Examination: 
The Judgment formed on the Scheme of April, has nothing to do 
with the Project of May. Your Committee has not fuppreſivd any 
Part of the Reflections which occurred to them on the former of theſe 
Plans; Firſt, becauſe the Company knows of no other e 
Tranſmiſſions; Secondly, becauſe it is by no Means certain, that 


beſore the Expiration of June the Governor General and Council ma 


ot revert to the Plan of April. They ſpeak of that Plan as likely t 
be (or make a Part of one that ſhall be] permanent. Many Reaſons are 
alledged by its Authors in its Favour, grounded on the State of their 
Affairs; none whatever are aſſigned for the Alteration, It is indeed 


morally certain, that Perſons who had Money to remit muſt have 


made the ſame Calculation which has been made by the Directions of 
Your Committee, and the Reſult muſt have been equally clear to them; 
which is, that inſtead of realizing Two Shillings and Po Pence the 
Rupee on their Subſcription, as they propoſed, they could never hope 
to ſee more than One Shilling and Nine Pence. This Calculation 
probably ſhook the main Pillar of the Project of April. But on the 
other Hand, as the Subſcribers to the Second Scheme can have no 
certain Aſſurance that the Company will accept Bills ſo far exceeding 


their Allowance in this Particular, the Neceſſity of remitting their 


Fortunes may beat them back to their old Ground. The Danish 
Company was the only Means of remitting which remained. At- 
tempts have been made with Succeſs to revive a' Portagueſe Trade for 
that Purpoſe.” It is by no Means clear, whether Mr. Haſtings and 
his Colleagues will adhere to either of the foregoing Plans; or indeed, 


whether any Inveſtment at all to that Amount can be realized; be- 


* 
2 998 1 


r to London can ſupport any of theſe Projects. 
. The Situation of the Company under this perpetual Variation "I 
Syſtem of their Inveſtment, is truly perplexing. The Manner i 

Which they arrive at any Knowledge of it, is no lefs ſo. The Letter 
to Lord Macartney, by which the Variation is "diſcovered, was not 
intended for Tranſmiſſion to the Directors. It was merely' for tue In- 


cauſe 1 but the Convenience of remitting the Gains of Britiſh 
Ei 


formation of thoſe who were admitted to a Share of the Subſcription at 


Madras. When Mr. Haſtings ſent this Information to thoſe Sub- 

ſeribers, he might well enough have preſumed an Event to happen, 

Which did happen, chat is, that a Veſſel might be diſpatched Fr 

Madras to Europe; and indeed by that} and by ev * 
| 4 | | 
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| el be difguſled among the Monied Men ; that it ſhould be 5 


2 dhe National 55 h Light 


14 ] 


to haue appriſed the Directors of this moſt materi 
n af the nveſtment, but to have entered fully 3 thy 


he pught 
Change in the 


the Groumtls and Reaſons of his ma Ing it. 


It appears tp Your Committee, That 55 hi ch broyghe 
England. tha Plan of the geh of Api, 0 thy ail f flow Beng ö 94 
. 2& of May. If che Change "bean in da Tr hr or 
fore. the Ubi of . Two Days would have rg 
i fm for an Account of 1 and it might have arrived along with the 
an which it affected. If thereſore ſuch a Change was in Agitation 
before the Sailing of the Ships, and yet was concealed when it might 
bave been communicated, = ns alment is cenſurable. It is bot 
"RC that ſome Change of the Kind was made or meditated de⸗ 
re the ſailing of the Ships for Eutope: For it is hardly to be i 7 75 | 
$6, that Reaſons, wholly unlooked for, ſhauld appear fr ſettin 


— ag the Succeſs o which the Council eneral fon: 
confident ; that a new one ſhould be propoſed ; ; that its Meri 


in Council, and officially. ready for Tranſmiſſion t adras, 
,welve or Thirteen Days. In che Perpl exity of Plan 1 Tra 
Mmiſton, the Oonrt of Directors may bave made an Arrangement 
Sheir Aﬀairs on the Gr: work. of Fog firſt Scheme, which was o 
Sially and ee Inyeyed's tot hem. The fundamental Altera- 
m of chat Nan in J * might require angther of a very differen 
ind jo England; which the Arrangements taken in Conſequence 
9 might — it dificu)t, if. not impoſſible to execute. What 
45 to the C n is, that the Alteration has not the N 
nd eis! Autberſty of the original Plan, and may be preſumed to 
indicate with — nothin g: more than * the Buſineſs is gain 
at, ape that po. Scheme is. finally determined on. 1 bus the Com- 


pany is left without any . Data upon which 7 can make a ra- 


Ac Diſpoſition of inn 
The Fact is, beer lat 00 y of th 1e the Company" 
Ts havs.been — y corrupted by 4 9 it into a t 
for a that, whenever circu ces require. it to be replaced 
Na Bottom truly Commercial, hardly any thing but Confu- 
n and od Di rs can * expected. 28 the ficft Reſults, Even before 
the Hoquſiton of the. 4 Revenues, the Syſtem of the Com- 
ba ommerce or wh mog upon Princi Ps ide moſt 125 


fits; Prof PAO e one that, Body receiye 
I by, Royal 1 f Ay hatters, -wa inveſt 

With ſev e, e and even 1117 « 
-ntial.. ge A og an, th other, a ommerce was 

Watched with quſy, as 2 Speci Ree healing dangerous 


99, 4ny 


ie 1 


| 775 the Weges an y extrapydinary 


L 45 } 
pany's I Im ere. was a.total ce Pe tion from.dome N 805 
ee rticles 0 their Trade; tha 1 that is, 


wi abet and painted Cottons. e Britiſh RE Was Aa 
Meaſure interdicte d to _ be Leader. | ** N 
might ariſe to te 5755 * ing Intereſis of the K Wop og 
Reſtraint, its E ; 1:9 * Intere Fab mite eee iminted 
The Compan is. alſo, and has been, fr om a.very, early. ene 
to furniſh the rdnance with a Quantity. of Salepetre ata certain Priges 
whehout any Reference to the 1 of the M ner, of ;Þ 
chaſe or of Sale With regard to their Expart,.they were pot 
under Digyltios N 92 miſtak en N Nairn, Fr hey were ab- 
Iged to export annually a certain Proportion of B 2 
even lde n y ſhould find for them in India none, or but an unn 
tofltable Want. This compulſory Export might operate, and ky 
me Inſtances has operated in a Manner more Benden a 1 
to the Amount of the Loſs in Trade, For the 2 of a 5 1 


neral 9 K. unequal Ae Fra enger an 
Coca et the Ja part fa fall ling upon th e latter. 8 aſe beg 
. che Tax mi 41 a dead Charge on the ae Capital of tho 


bn TRY Spirit of all theſe Regulations Sand e to. * keng is 
the very original Conſtitution of RY os FO? Vat | 
e Commercial Machine, che Princip es af Weng. 
Miſchief ariſing from an Inattention 8 thoſe Principles, 
increaſed with the Increaſe of its Power. F or s * 
uited the Rig hts of. Sovereignty. i in 8 it was qt to be ab wer 
that the Aitetion to 115 and. Loſs wo uld have e The Idea 
remitting Tribute in Goods, naturally produced an Rr 
theit Price and Quality; the Goods themſelves — —— | 
than a Sort of Package to the Tribute. Mere „taken as Fri 
ute, or bought! in lieu of it, can N gs be 0 4 S King er of 8 
Price fitted to a Market, which ſtand falgy 2 on its n h 
wutation, The Indifference of the ale e Sovereign to his 
8 Adyanta es, naturally relaxed the Diligence gf his {ubprdinate 
Fa Reer ag rates, through all their Gradations and in all theig 
Functions ; it gave Riſe, at beaſt ſo far as the Princziele was goncarned, 
to much Ne glect o "Pics and of Sarge 7 * their Purchaſes, If 
Accuracy and Seleſtien, 
40 0 naturally, 2 Neo of tha — 155 to which they could 
oy 


e, The Company migbr fpffer above, the Natives 


fs OP below; the rg Party muſt Raatt ww 6: Od 
of bot 


" Your Committee W that the C ompany — arrived 
40 * , a the W fm — 


* 


thi $poil of Wir, ceiling, it le become much more needifiry te fx ity 
Commerce upon a Commercial Bafis. And this Opinion led Your 
Comimictee to a. detailed Review of all the Articles of the Indian, 
Traffic, upon” whith the Profit and Loſs was ſteady ; and we have 
Ehoſeh' a Period of Four Years, during the ne of the Re- 
venue Inveſtment, and prior to any borrowing, or any extraordinary 
drawing of Bills, in order to find out how far the Trade under Cir-. 
cumſtances when it will be prog et: to carry it on by borrowing, or 
by Bills, or by Exportatlon of Bullion, can be ſuſtained in the former 
rſe, ſo as to ſecure the Capital, and to afford a reaſonable Divi- 
dend. Aud Your Committee find, that in the firſt Four Years, the 
Inveſtment from Bengal amounted to £.4,176, 5 upon £: 2,260,277, 
ay 


there was a Gain of £.186,337; and, upon £.1,916,249, a Loſs 
_ of {/705;566 : 80 that the Exceſs of Loſs above Gain, upon the Whole 
ef the foregoing Capital, was in the Four Years no leſs than. 
$19,229. n i» es 99 ö | wh 1 wor cena . 

| 6 it % rade were confined to Bengal, and the Company were to 
trade on thoſe Terms upon a Capital borrowed at Eight per Lent, In- 
dian Intereſt, their Revenues in that Province would be ſoon ſo over- 


B with Debt, that thoſe Revenues, inftead of ſupporting the 
Trade, would be totally deſtroyed by it, If, on the other Hand, the 
Compiny traded upon Bills, with every Advantage, far from being in 
a'Condition.to diyide the ſmalleſt per Centage, their Bankruptcy here 
would be inevitable. % 3 2 coat 
Four Committee then turned to the Trade of the other Factories 
and Preſidencies, and they conſtantly found, that as the Power and 
Dominion 240 the Company was leſs, their Profit on the Goods was 
| N The Inveſtments of Madras, Bombay, and Bencoolen, has, 
the foregoing Four Years, upon a Capital of L. 1,151; 176, had a 
Gain upon the whole of C. $29,622. | The greateſt of all is that of 
Beneoolen,' which, on a Capital of 45 76571, produced a Profit of 
4 107, 60. This however is but a ſmall Branch of the Company's 
Trade. The Trade to China, on a Ga ital of 4. 1,517,463, produced 
an exceſs of Gain, amounting to L.v74;096, Which is about Fifty 
per Cent. But ſuch' was the evil Influence of the n 
that not only the Profits'of the Chineſe Trade, but of all the lucra- 

tive Branches taken together, were ſo ſunk and engulphed in it, tha 
the whole Profit on a Capital of, 10451164 7 Ached to no more 
than 4 684,489'z, that is, to C. 189,607 leſs than the Profit on the 
Chinefe Trade alone: Leſs than the Total Profits on the gainful 
. Trades taken together, L. 520, ũ ooo II 
It is very remarkable, that in the Year 4578, when the Bengal In- 


t ſtood at the Higheſt, that is,*ſo high as C. 1,223,316, though 
9 Trade pdused an Fae ef Gan in Yar Year of 


+ 209,24 33. 


that no loſs, of Moment could be added to that of Ben - 
a 855 about £; 45,900 on, the Bombay 1 Lo mage Pr 

f a Capit 1. 2,040,787, amounted only to the Sum of £.9,480 
of x Capital, of £. 2,040,787 m y e 


The detail. of the Articles in which Loſs was incurre 

made, will be found in the Appendix, Ne 24. The Circumſtances 
of 'the Time have rendered it neceſſary to call up à vigorous At; 
tention to this State of the Trade of the Company between Europ 
aud India. | IS lids ad 75 ; £532 Ty 113; if 1 
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INTERNAL TRADE OF BENGAL. 

0. | , 5 $; 054." 1 F - g , 


«045 9193 81.06% 2 £ 28 17105 31 1 nennen 2 SIE) 
THE Internal Trade of Bengal has next attracted the Enquires of 
Your Committee. . a | | 4 nik 1 1 


*. The great and valuable Artieles ef the Company's Inveſimentz 


dran from. the Articles of Internal Trade, are Raw Silk, and vari- 
ous Deſcriptions of Piece Goods made of Silk and Cotton. © Theſe 
Articles are not under any formal Monopoly; nor does the 28 | 
at preſent exerciſe a declared Right: of Pre-emption with regard 
them. But it does not appear that the Trade in theſe Particulars is 
or / con be perfectly free; not ſo much on Account of any direct Mea- 
Tures taken to. prevent it, as from. the Cireumſtances of the Country, 
and the Manner of carrying on Buſineſs there. For the preſent 
Trade, even in theſe Articles, is built from the Ruins of Monopolies 
and r oE Rs and neceſſarily partakes of the Nature of its Mas 
Saria 3 io ern oh e Th : 99 nb mon un es bs 
In order to ſhow in what Manner Manufactures and Trade ſo con- 
ſtituted contribute to the Proſperity of the Natives, Your Committee 
conceives it proper to take, in this Place, a ſhort general Vie of the 
Progreſs of the. Engliſh Policy with relation to the Commerce of Ben- 
al, and the ſeveral Stages and Gradations by which it has deen 
ne its actual State. The Modes of * and the Means 
by which Commerce has ſuffered, will be conſidered in greater Detail 
on the diſtin Heads of thoſe Objects which have chiefly ſuffered 
them. 190 ag FT 2 N bi | 1 74 
During the Time of the Mogul Government, the Princes of that 
Race, who omitted nothing for the Encouragement of Commerce in 
theit Dominions, beſtowed very large Priviſeges and Immunities on 
the Engliſh Eaſt India Company, exempting them from ſeveral Duties 
to which their natural born Subjects were liable. The Company's 
Duſtuck, or Paſſport, ſecured to them this Exemption at all the 
Cuſtambouſes and Tollbars of the Country. not — 
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 the'Cempaity in- the Hands of -its 


et get cost to male us of theilt i\iteg' 
8 80 N gecktheir e age 
YR, LN, th Jeir 1 ne,” hieß, anti in | 
"Tp hey. "Cafried on 1D Trade, either by: 10 1 
ih i wth Natives; and tus, 195 5 2 Nen fer if 


ſcan ances made ts them ir Maſters in gland. 
86 overnment” was at 5 Time in the” 2700 neſs wh 


re? 


ountry 


Fr ay that this Immunity exiſted by a double Condlivatice, it 


was naturally kept within tolerable Limits. 

But by the Revolution in ants obtained 
a mighty Aſcendant over the Native Princes of Bengal, who owed 
their Elevation to the Britiſh Arms. 8 Compan W h was new 
to that · kind d Power, and not yet thoroughl ya pi: 85 real Cha- 
racter and Situation, conſidered itſelf l as a Trader in the Territo- 
niee:of: a Haig Putentate; in- the Prifpbrity. of whoſe Countiy it 
had neither Intereſt nor Duty. The Servants, with the ſame Ideas, 
follyw@d-tiicir Furtumintthe Chandels: in which: it had hitherto ran, 
only enjargitigt then with tis Eh largemaht of their Power. For their 
[thoſe 

endixtaryrDeſpbricm. ; The: Gift Inftruments of them Poet were 
wen rh en \E vafions: of thiita Subjedhions! Phe Paſſport of 


war ne- Io der any 

Refitains; and itarvery ſhore Time their Iemunity ory eee care 
the-Merthandizecof the Ghntey. Coſſim. Ali Khun, the Secomt of 

e Nabobs wm. they had ſet 'bpg was but ill! difpoſad to the In- 
ſtrumontd ofchie Greatneſs. He bore thei: Yoke of this .imperivas 
Commerce with the utmoſt Impatie nee: He ſa his Bubjptts exc lud. 
ed as Aliens from their own Trade, and the Revenues of the Prinoe 
averwhdined"ihthe Ruin of the/Commerte uf his /Domimons! Find- 


zug his feiterated Remonſtrances on the Extent: and Abuſe of tit 
| Paſſport: ineffectual, ; he bad Recburſt to an unexpeſted —_— 
Duties 


which was te declarehis Reſolutiom at once to ahtu- Alb ch 
Peder. ſetting; it aqually free to ſil byects and to Horeigners. 
: ; Neyer'was the Method of defeating the Qp | of Monopoly 
more foroihle, more: ſimple; or more, equĩtable : No dort of plauſihle 
—— — and: it was in ain ta thinki of evad ing it; 


It was therefore met with the Confidence of avowed and determined 
Anjuſtice: ThePrefideney uf Cilcutta bpenly denied do dhe PrincEithe 
Power of. protect inge Trade of his jets, 


the Remiſſion of 
his-own Duties It was evidemtethat —— rewcto its Period 
many} Reaſoits and Matives concurred, and his Fall was hiſtengd:by 
the. Odiume oft the: Qpprofiions which he exerciſed N 8 


| N ee ee ne eee, . 
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When this. Example was made, Jaſſier Ali Khän, who had been 
depoſed to make roam for the laſt Actor, was brought from Penury 
and. Exile tb a Station, the Terms of which he could not miſundei 
ſtand. During his Life, and in the Time of his Children who ſue- 
ceeded tq him, Parts of the Territorial Revenue were aſſigned to the 
Company; and the Whole, under the Name of Reſidency at the 
Nabob's Court, was brought, direaly or indirectly, under the Con- 
ttoul of "Britiſh Subjects. The Company's Servants, armed with 
Authorities delegated from the nominal Government, or attended 
with what was a ſtronger Guard, the Fame of their own Power, ap- 


t of A every Article of Trade, Foreign and Domeſtic; not 


any only the raw merchantable' Commodities, but the Manufactutes; and 
ver not only-theſe, but the Neceſſaries of Life, or what in theſe Coun- 
* of tries, Habit has confounded with them; not only Silk, Cotton, Piece 
In- Goods, Opium, galtpette, but not unfrequently Salt, Tobacco, 
dus Betel. Nut, and the Grain of mpſt ordinary Conſumption. In th 
ads Name of, the. Country, Government they laid on or took off, and at 
noe their, Plesſute hei rhtened or lowered, all Duties upon Goo $f 
nd - The whole Trade of the Country was either deſtfoyed, or in Shackles. 
tlie The Acquiſition of the Duatine,' in 1765, bringing the Engliſh into 
the immediate Government of the Cauntry, in its moff eſſential 
— Branches, extended and conficmed all the former Means of onopoly. 
2 _ In the Progreſs of theſe ruindus Meaſures, through all their De- 
tails, innsmetable Grievances were ſuffered by the Native Inhabi- 
ible tants, Which were repreſented in the ſtrongeſt, that is, their true 
bit Colours, io England. *Whitft* the far greater Part of- the Britiſh in 
ned . in eager Pürfüt of the forced and exorbitant Gaifis of 2 
the 
v- of 
bd 
by 
2 | 
wt the | | aged T th 
hea Sort of Commerce, was their on. The Complaints liged 
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bla ement of, En in 25 10 to lay Neis 

ation 3 Syſtem of raint on * Exorþitancies "* eir Sera 

vants; Accordingly,, 0 a as wy ear 170 15 they e con ne 1 
0 4 Trade only in Artivles of 7 port. and Import; and 
prohibie them from all dealing ir. Objefts of i nternal Coriſumpr 

About the ſame Lime, the ele, of alcutta fg 1 an nd R it 0 


beflary - to put a, Reſtraint, $998, t N . 82 or at jea to oe 
Shew: of u 140 6 on (with which 19 res 8 a Wel. muy 
ſatisſied) to keep Their OWN £ nee ower. with 

-.oBut-wha 12 5 might have bee r dentions eie of hy "Di: 


rectors ox tl en h both * themlelyes S unequal o the 
ee (pf 8; os which went te defeat the, gene of s 
All che Englith, in India; „are V compre bending en Ne. 


Makers of the R t r. as, the t 

ares their:.own,, 27 2 nihated With RS "YL 

Verte, aways Wifting from ane Coffe 0 dg other ; 1185 it 

became as impofible for the atives to know IND wha 1940 

8 any ee Fo ns 2 e e 0 
Bra vader which th ey 4 d, as it when, th n= 
r Colour of Ly 47h 
rectors, in a few Months, a 15 they had: "g1ven. 100 
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ut tak the former. . He adopted therefore a Plan for 
5 


tai Aftiches, which, ag he 'eoriccived, iathet 
Sec * a regulated and ror Trade“ than a 3 formal 
this Plan he intended that the Profits ſhould! be 
OR in an orderly and proportioned Manner for. the Res 
of Services, ag hot ſeized by each Individual accosding 
to the Meaſure of his Boldneſs, Dexterity, or Inftuence. 
But this Scheme of Monopoly did not ſubſiſt long, at leaſt in 
that Mode 7 for thoſe Purpoſes : Three of the nd Mono? 
polies, thofe of Opium, Salt, and Salt Petre, were — 7 
the any taken into their own Hands. The Produce: hee, 
Sale of the "P'wo former Articles was 2 plied to the Pg 
of Oe "for: their Inveſtment; the latter Was exported" in K 
ace Europe. The ſenior Servants had a vertan 
Thee of Emotument allotted to them from 4 Commiſion on the 
nues. The junfor Servants were rigorouſly confiried t Sas 
ies, on which they were unable- to ſübſiſt aceording to theis 
N They were ſtrictl ordered to abſtain from all Dealing 
Rk yl Fs Wen mimerce. Thoſe ef Exp t Dep ow 
FC. eft open to young Men without meroant 
holly'u provided with-mercantile Capitals ; ee a 
with Ta large Truſts of the Public Money, and — 
wers of an abſolute Government. In this firs yy 
religi s AbM@hence from all illicit Gain was preſcribed oy 
A — ine fortpnd Miles diſtance from dhe Seat bob the's 
thorit oy 
our "Committee is far from meaning to- putity, or even to 
Seble the Oppreſſions and 'Cruelties uſt Re T1 in-ſupph 
the Deficiencies of their regular Allowances by all Manger 
Extortion.” But many ſmall Irregularities may admit ſome Alle- 
Yang from thence: Nor does V our” Committee mean to ex] 
Deſire of reverting to the Mode (contrived in India, but eons 
G y the Directors "of rewarding the Servants of an higher 
Claſs h f regulated nopoly.” Their Object is to point ut 
the Deines in the Syſtem, 'by which Reſtrictions were laid 
= 2 coun have litthe 6+ ng E Effet, whilſt Want and. Power were 
to be united. . 
ee the Proceedings of the Directors at that Tine, though 
not altogether judſcious, were in many Roſpedts desde ts 
them, and favourable in the Intention at leaſt to the Coun 
they governed. For finding their trading Capital employed agai 
themſelves and againft the Faces, and ſtruggling in vain againſt 
Abuſes which were inſeparably connected with the Syſtem of their 
own , Preference in Trade, "i the Year 1773 er, came to the 
" n w 


1 


th 354 ren - 1 . 


T. 12 7 
1 52 

F301 ehe ESL; 471 „nl 2d * Amin: 48 2 

manly Reſolution of ſetting. an Example to ir Seryants, and 

| gave up all uſe of Power and Influence in the, Lo grand re 
_ ticles. of their Inveſtment, Silk and -Piege Goods. They directed 
that the Articles - ſhould be bought at an equal and public Mar- 
het from the Native Merchants; and . they directed to 
be publiſhed in all the principal Marts of Bengall. 
our Committee are clearly of Opinion, that no better Method 
of Purchaſe could be adopted, But it ſoon appeared, that in deep- 
robted and inveterate Abuſes, the wiſeſt Principles of Reform may 
be made to operate ſo deſtructively, as wholly to diſcredit the De- 
ſign, and to diſhearten all Perſons from the Proſecution of it. The 
Preſidency; who ſeemed to yield with the utmoſt Reluctance to 
the Execution of theſe Orders, ſoon made the Directors feel their 
evil Influence upon their own Inveſtment. For they found. the 
Silk and Cotton - Cloths roſe Twenty-five per Cent. above their 
— Price, and a further Riſe of Forty per Cent was announced 
t po MOT A ds of ebe IBM mw yd T- Api 
ei e 
able, and tends ſtill more clearly to illuſtrate, the Effects of com- 
wercial Servitude during its unchecked | Exiſtence; and the Con- 
quences which may be made to ariſe from its ſudden Refor- 
mation. On laying open the Trade, the Article of Raw Silk 
Was inſtantiy enhanced to the company full Eighty per Cent. 
The Contract made for that Commodity, wound off in the Ben- 

al Method, which uſed to ſell for leſs than Six Rupees, . 
"Thirteen; Shillings for Two-Pounds Weight, aroſe to Nine Ru- 
2 near Twenty Shillings, and the Filature Silk was very 
ſoon, after contracted. for at Four teen 
The Prefidepcy accounted for this Riſe, by obſerving, that the 

Price had before been arbitrary, and that the Perfons who puryey 
for the Company paid no more than * what was judged ſufficient 
er for the Maintenance of the firſt Providers.“ This Fad explains 
more fully than the | moſt laboured Deſcription can da, the 
tlreadful Effects of the Monopoly on the Cultivators. They had 
the Syfficiency of their Maintenance meaſured out by the Judgment 
of thoſe who were to profit by their Labour; and this Meaſure 
was not 2 great Deal more; by their own Account, than about 
two Thirds of the Value of that Labour. In all Probability it 
was much leſs; as theſe Dealings rarely pafſed through interme- 
| Tate Hands without leaving a conſiderable Profit. heſe Op- 
preſſions, it will be obſerved, were nqt confined to the Company's 
+ ,  Phare,, which howeyer covered a, great Part of the Trade; but as 
this was an Article permitted to the Servants, the, ſame Power 
pf arbitrary Valuation muſt have been extended over the Whole, 
as the Market muſt be equalized, if any Authority at all is Fr 
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tended over it by thoſe who have an Intereſt in the Reſtraint. 
The Price was not only raiſed, but in the Manufactures the 
Quality was debaſed nearly in an equal Proportion, The Di- 
rectors conceived with great Reaſon, that this Riſe of Price and 
Debaſement of Quality aroſe not from the Effect of a free Mar- 
ket, but from the ' Servants having taken that Opportunity of 


throwing upon the Market of their Maſters the refuſe Goods of . - | 
their own private Trade, at ſuch exorbitant Prices, as by mu- 


tual Connivance they were pleaſed to ſettle. The Miſchief was 

greatly aggravated, by its happening at a Time when the Com- 

Dial oem. en to pay for their s'with Bonds bearing an 
1 ntereſt. 3. BY 4. a x , & "=T 


| The perplexed Syſtem of the Company's Concerns, comy ſed of 


ſo many oppoſite Movements and contradictory Principles, 

pears - Nm in a more clear Light, If Trade — 
der Reſtraint, their Territorial Revenues muſt ſuffer by checking 
the general Proſperity of the Country : If they ſet it hos, Means 
were taken to raiſe the Price and debaſe the Quality of the Goods: 


And this again fell upon the Revenues out of Which the Pay- 


7 


ment for the Goods was to ariſe, The Obſervations of the Com- 
pany on that Oecaſion are juſt and ſagacious; and they will not 


permit the leaſt Doubt concerning the Policy, of theſe unnatu- 


ral Trades. The Amount of our Bengal Cargoes from 1769 
4 to 1773, is 2,901, 194 Pounds Sterling, and if the Average In- 
«© creaſe of Price be eſtimated at "Twenty-five: per Cent. only, 
& the Amount of ſuch Increaſe is 725, 298 Pounds Sterling.” 
The above Circumſtances are exceedingly alarming to us; but 
„ what muſt be our Concern, to find by the Advices of our 
„ fPreſident and Council of 1773, that a further Advance of For- 
ty per Cent. on Bengal Goods was expected, and allowed to 


be the e np of Advertiſements then publiſhed, author- 


<< izing a free Trade in the Service?“ We find the Duannee 


Kevenues are in general farmed for ſive Vears, and the aggre- 


gate Increaſe eſtimated at only 183, 170 Pounds Sterling (on a 
* 2 that ſuch , Increaſe will be realized;) yet if the 
Annual Inveſtment be Sixty Lacks, and the Advance of Price 


Thirty per Cent. only, ſuch Advance will *exceed. the Increaſe 
© of the Revenue, by no leſs 


than 829, 330 Pounds Sterling. 

The Indignation which the Directors felt at being reduced to 
this diſtreſſing Situation, was expreſſed to, their Servants. in very 
ſtrong Terms. They attributed the Whole to their Practices, and 


ſay,—“ We are far from being convinced that the Competition 


* which tends to raiſe the Price of Goods in Bengal, is wholly 


between public European Companies, or between Merchants in 


$5 general who export to Foreign Markets: We are rather of Opi- 
» L 6 6 | 66 nion, 


—— — 3 ͤ ——— 
” 


, Previnices of Bengal; and the Encouragement, RY 


* Pugſdns Wbe have from. Time, to I ime forced: F 


upon an Enquiry inſtituted — after, it was ſound 


| Tx 
en Mat the Sources: of this grand Evilhave heen tha explants: 
v{dinery- Privileges granted to Inchuidgale in aur. Service, or Pager 


Sur Licenee, to trade without: riction. e 
end their Tn. 40; tha uttermoſt, even 


G, were proper. for our Inveſtment, by obſerving; t —— — 7555 


kei der chandize 16 aun Gnvermar and Council. thaugh of 
* Quality: 28 1 de fold How with . great-Dighculsys. —— 
been ſtequently refuſed, put — at the next Sale Without 
* Priec, Mr great Diſcredit and Di N the * 
de pany.” In all iliey the Directors were not miſtaken; 


Babi, che Banian or native. Steward and Manager to Mr. 
(late Preſident,) held Fo of theſe Contracts in his own. . — 
that of his as for 3 — more LN * _ Die 
Cavery: on A, 1 rt of Hurectara at᷑ t 
e 1 in the Stewards: of: Perſons in 
The- ſame Man likewiſe:Farms ta the Amount 
7 —— 2 Year of the Landed Revenue, with the ſame ſuſpi- 


ment Appearanca, contrary. to the. ere made a Mr. 
's awn Adminiſtration. 


R.. In the-mortifying Dilemma ta which the Dine@o's fourid: ther». 
yes: 


reduced, whereby 17 2 Ruin af the Reyenues, either by the 
Fraedom: or the — ofi Trade, was evident, they conſidered 
the Firſt as moſt'rapid and urgent, and [therefore.onge: mare revert 
ta the Syſtem of their ancient Pre- ernption, and deſtro r 49-518 Free” 
dom which they had © lately and with ſo much 8 ity pro- 
claimed, and that before it could be ahuſed on even enjoyed. mier 
d&clurs, that “ ynwilling as we are to return toi the former cpercivt 
of providing an Inveſtment, or to ahridge that m 
« of — ch has been ſo lately eſtabliſhed in Bengal, yet 
<< at the ſame Time finding it our be Duty to ſtrike at the 
6% Root of an Evil which has been fo. ſeverely felt by the Company, 
« and which: can no longer be ſupported, 1 direct that alt 
Ferſons whatever in the Company's Service, ar under our Protec- 
„an, be abſolutely prohibited, by public Advertiſement, from 
trading in any of thoſe Articles which compoſe aur Inveſt- 
+ ment, directly or indirectly, except on Account of and far the 
© Eaſt India Company, until their Inveſtment is c 
As ſoon-as this Order was received in Bengal, it was cotifiguad) 
as indeed the Words ſeemed directly to Warrant, to exclude all Na- 
tives, as well as Servants, from the Trade until the Company was 
N "Thy l nom authoritativel 5 
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temoye the IK RE Fra d and Artifice had grafted upon ont 
= ad en . OE ut they were "miſtaken; For it 


vari ſo mt ary, the. 1 The Servants mi igh 
Ure th t 1 tereſt by z dire Exerciſe, of their 


| 9 750 a Ks n from 2 dom of the Natives; 
. 5 or that the Frauds upon the Com 
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er a Scheme of Freedom, "Th: 
6 Means of en de and Cor- 
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1 bf — 

EG 1 e 
in org ihe nxt Yeats Seca chat 4s 


1 1 5 ear 1775, the hb complained that their Orders 

92 e 1520 ih DE tions, made a Third Revotu- 
be 90 s fer free again; ſo 1 

2 2 0 Me __ in-ſo'tmperfect a | 


2 n Ni te es in 125 2 5 5 Ties 
Vo ae of 159 00 i Tek Time 647750 alſo fulmi 
Fe e 3 any xceptĩon of t 

die 55 gan Bat does not. appear that any 

He material was Uoti if ace of it. 

5 N 8 UI free; but the Courſe of Buſitieſs, 

85 in "conſequ ence. fete Monopoly, was not eaſily - 

n order to Feber more diſtinct the Princ tptes which led 

»Eſtabliſhment of a Courſe and Habit of Bides, fs fo very 

Fn ult to change, as Jong as "thoſe Principles exiſt, Your Com- - 

e: 1 think, it Will not be uſeleſs here to efter to the HiRt of 

28 8 tions made i in the firſt and favourite Matter of ey eg | 


uren, the Trade in Nau Silk, Rib ” ; Commence- 


* theſe Regulations, to the Comp "Oe ie 
abando Ang Al share In che * ! ani "the O 
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0? - The Trade in —— all Times more: 1 Sr in 12 - 
fand, than reullyadvantageous tb the Company. In addition to-the 
ode Jealouſy ele prevaitetl 3 and the: Manu 
gage Int re reve they name to labour under no ſmall 
. "Odin on Account of the Diſtreſſes of India. — — 2 

ngland and felt With a. r mpat t a 
ings of the Eaſtern Provinces, in all 5 which they might 


{ 56.1] 


tributed to the Abuſes of Power exerciſed under the Company's 

1 9 | Sar were got equally (en gh16 to. the Evils are 
_ - noſe from a Syſtem of ſacrificing the Being of that Country to the 
y + of this, They entered very; readily into. the former; 
but with regard to the latter were flow and credulous. It is no 
there fore extraordinary, that the Compan' ſhould endeavour to in- 
atiate themſelves with the Public, by falling in with its Preju- 
dices,..: Thus they were led to increaſe the Grievance It order | 
07 the Glamour, 8 fill upon a larget Scale, 4 
- Mill more ſyſtematically, that Plan of Conduct which, was the prin- 
Cipal, though not the moſt blamed Cauſe of rhe Decay And Depo- 
| pulation af the Country committed to their Care. 

| . With that View, and to furniſh a chop Supply of Matetiats to 
| the Manufactures of England, they formed a Scheme u. 1 


to deſtroy, or at leaſt eſſentially to impair che whole Midyfaarin 
Intereſt of Bengal. A Policy of that Sort could not fa Kn 
bighiy popular; when the Company ſubmiteed irfelf as an Inſtrüs 
ment for the Improvement f Britiſh ManufaQtuees,” inſtead of 
Tong their molt dangerous Rival, as baxFtofore they Nad been 
Wes. | l retent FM C4465 £1 Te 83 a . 4 914 bes * 
15 e notified in their Preſidency in Bengal, in their 
Letter of the 1th of March, 1769, that „ chere was no Branch of 
0 their Trade they more ardently with to extend, than that of Raw 
de Silk.“ They diſclaim however all Defire of employing com- 


—— 


— — — — 


of Encouragement, and „ augmented” Wages, ++ 
rought Silk to quit that Branch, 
- 4,39 #2 EO T1 ish 
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* fary, ſo-as to take. that Trade out- of the Hands of other Merchants 


& ond rival Natins.? 


— . m np en OO" 
= 


. 
— —— — — — —— 
— — 


from the Revenues, 4 Trade which had a Tend 


gra 
Means Which they had diſclaimed but Three ' Paragraphs, Wr. 
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T prevent Silk, ul, 7 wary working in their private Houſes, 
Dh 'might work for ate ring} and to Sell them to 
e 


mpany's Factories, where they could only be employed for 

the Comp 5250 s Benefit, they deſire that the newly acquired Power of 

Government thould, be effeRtually employed: 4 Should (ſay they) 
— * ice, 5 1 1 fave bien! foes to ta 

gain, it will *þ 11 a 75 to it, which may 

3.88 e effeftually 71 77 abſolute Fr ibition under * 

Moto % the Aut ority 0 Government.” 

Tue Letter:egarat ns a perfect Plan of Policy, boch of Compul- 
fion N at which muſt, in 4 very. conſiderable De 
E Nev deſtryRively to the Manufactures of Bengal. 

en 'be (ſo f 26 it could operate without deing cideg) — 
change t e whole face of that induſtrious Country, in order to 
render it 4 Field fo the Produce of *crude Materials fubſeryient to 
to the Mahufactures of Great-Britain. The 1 e Hands 
were to be” ſeduced from their Looms by high WW in order ta 
picpats 4 raw Ptoduce for, our Market; they bers fo be locked up 
in the F actories; and the Commodity a acq uired by by theſe O Opera 
was, i n this” immature State, Carried ou of the County as 


its Lens, would be left withdut y Material but the de 150 N. 


fuſe of - "Market ethagced 3 in its Price, and ſcanted in its Supply. 
By th&1 nereaſe of the Price of. this and other Materials, Waal. 
factures, formetly the möſt flourififing,” gradually F Re ok und: 
the Protettion of pjolite Coud Britain, and. were ſeen A 


flourith 8 6 india, under the Dani el, 
12 


Nieren 
Kais Effect in Bengal, wit t the Pi ef ſion of © 
w . 0 vel ſion ae] 


These "Refilaines ant genen ſerm to have bat 
from Manufacture fo. Aaterials Thos 'of Raw Silk iner 
rapidfy. . But the Company” very foon. felt, in the Inq reaſe Y 
ee Debaſement Gch ok the Wrought Gao Is, 4 a 

to nes which, full 9 7 the A Advantages, to 


vel to the Nation a the Tnereale, of the Raw G modity, 
he neeeMary Effect on the Re e 175 {6 foretold y early. 
I 


"For their Servants in the n bries declared, 2 that 


[© theObftrudtion to the 1155 rade Pp BY muſt i in the Tha rove 
"66! detrimental to the bee and t veſtheat Sache With 
zes tlie Collection of theſe Reyenues-“ atſdeyer, 5 — 
"or. Iinittiitjes, is encouraged” but of 4 8 Neven, Baß der- 


15 forward” à Prödute which" des nor" Veld! to. th fs 

lection rather than one that does.” , 

The Directors declare theniſclves 73 to un ant, ow, this | 

"could be. ny s it Was not n e as_th — | 
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e of the Deſcriptions of Silk, there 
* 1 e of any Alteration for the better in the laſt Y 


$ the pans Article in the China 
| pal 


to 7 


cc vided for. us; Tor if ſuch Prohibition 
e en a by 


* 3. not now, it y, all Means be in future, made (ee 
7 8785 maintained. d 


ſtem muſt 1 an immediate Teadene | toward difor- 


ha. 15 T of Indi lia, and muſt final reat Detri- 
ering L ompany es The ren f 65 the elaine 8 
m 40 4 eaver is evident. The Author gion a 
2 to buy at an advanced Price, did of 
Means and 2 5 for every Sort of Fraud in — ade 
The Inſtant the Servant of 2 Merchant is admitted, on 
5 udgment, to oyerbid the Market, or to ſend Goods og" is Mz. 
er which ſhall ſe} at Loſs, there is no longer any Standart 
n wich his unfair Practices can be eftimate 1 or any effectual 


Means b y, which they can be "reſtrained. The, Hope 'entertainel 

y the DireQors, of confining'this deſtructive Practice of givin 
pra. Price to a particular Spot, muſt ever be foumd total 
deluſive. Speculations will be affected by this artificial Price, 
in every Quarter in which Markets can have the leaſt Comm 
nication with each other. - 
very few Years, the Court of Directors began to 
ven in 7 9 7 the Effefts 44 trading to Loſs In, 
17 eſpecia ofe of 
In the L etter of T ene obſerve, That, 3 | 
<< back to their Accounts fo eceding Years, on ſev 

4 hab 8 an - increa 2 #- Loſs, 
E 


ductions. is (they ſay) threatens the Deſtruction of that 


e valuable Branch of Nee Commerce. And then the 
Er fuch 1 las if Regulations in that State 75 * 
. . 


d be, of any Service] as may obtain “ a Profit in 
. « E ſo 2 a Loſs, which we can ns linger Rain.” 
Your n thought it neceſſary to eng uire into the Lo 


which had actually (in ni ſuffered by this nee forced Trade ; 
3 


find early as the Beaſen of 1776, to be C. 37705 
hat in the Year 1777 it aroſe to C. 168, 208. This Was 
worſe could hardly be apprehended ; however, 1 in the Yer on a be 
5 it Len e to L. 285, 5 5 In 1779 it was not To tuinouſly 


the whole ! rt at 12 ſo conſiderable; but it 
il Keren ormoully high ; fo high as K. 41,800.” In the white 
2 Ven e it 5 oh foe 725. 


he Obſervations of the 
94 were found to 5 N verified, It is er. 
rade produced a confiderable — 


Profit. On 4. Cle es little Obſervation is m- 
0 arging his lefg 
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Wee dog Ni bone zu, d babieorm as 40 

Point of View it was; and if it had not been gr 

might Bl been 3 than one. This Patt it is im 

veil to the Directors a very great Share of Merit; no Degree of 
F e Expence was ſpared by them 

he e They framed wich Di- 

Jigence, and apparently on very . Ig! ormation, à Code of Ma- 

Purpo 


1 uring Regulations 8 3 and ſeveral Perſons were 
| mu out, converſant in the Italian, Method of preparing and wind- 
3 . Din 4 pp « 3 24 S - 
| Ik, aid y proper Machines for ellitating and perfecting 
he Work. "This, under proper Care, and in Courſe of Time, 
| ed a real Improvement” to Bengal; but, in the 
Native Mana 


the Italian Filature, 


: 
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Time, a conſiderable Quantity of that in the old Tran, = Mode 


tors complain, in their Letter of the 12th of May 1780, that 


Species, and particularly the latter, had riſen ſo extravagant- 


Ly. that it was become more than Forty per Cent. dearer than it 
had been Fifteen Years ago. In that State of Price they condemn 


. their Servants, very juſtly, for entering into Contracts for Three 


Tears; and that for ſeveral Kinds of Silk, of very different Good- 


neſa, upon Averages ubfairly formed, where the Commodities, ave- 
aged at an equal Price, differed from 20 to 30 per Cent. on the Sale. 
Soon after, they formed a regular Scale of 
they found they could not trade without Loſs. 


* 


Wpilſt they were continuing theſe. Methods to ſecure themſelves 
acainft future Loſſes, the Brogal Ships, wick. arrived in that 
ear, announced nothing but their Continuance. Some Articles 


by the high Price, and others from their ill Quality, were ſu 
s 1 could anſwer to be n e at aug Pic Te 
Directors renew their Prohibition of "making; freſh Contracts, the 
preſent being generally to explre in the Year 1781. But this 

Trade, 


impo! ih to 


fixed Prices, above which 
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s applied to Bengal Cs t might have been with Regard ta 
1 10 as now itſelf expiring in the Hands of the Compariy, 


ſo chat they were obliged to apply to Government for Pomer to: 


enlarge their Capacity of receiving Bills upon Europe. The Pur- 
haſe 


e by theſe Bills they entirely divert from Raw Silk, and or- 
dered to be laid out wholly in Piece Ges. 
Thus, FT 9 that _ Trade, hilſt car- 
ried on upon the old Principles (of Whatever Advantage it migut 
have been to the Britiſh Manufacturers, or to the. Indivudualsivebo 
were concerned in it in Bengal) had proved highly detrimental to 
the Coppa ; the Directors reſolved to expunge the Raw Silk 
from their Inveſtment. They. gave up the Whole to private 
Traders, on Condition of paying the Freight, Charges, and Du- 
ties ; permitting them to ſend it to Europe in the Company's Ships, 

upon their own Account. | 


U 
The whole of this Hiſtory will ſefve to demoäſtrate, that all 


| Attempts, which in their original Syſtem, or in their neceſſary Con- 


ſequences, tend to the Diſtreſs of India, muſt, and in — re 
Time will, make themſelves felt, even by thoſe in whoſe Favour 
fuch Attempts have been made. India may poſſibly in ſome ſuturte 
Time bear and ſupport” itſelf under an Extraction of Treaſute or 
of Goods; but much Care ought to be taken, that the Influx of 
edu wg ſhall be greater in Quantity and prior in Tin 10: the- 
On abandoning the Trade in Silk to private Hands, the Diree- 
tors iſſued ſome Prohibitions to prevent M „ akd they 
gave ſome Directions about the Improvement of the Trade The 
Prohibitions were proper, and the Directions prudent; but it ig 
much to be feared, that whilſt all the Means, Inftruments, and . 
Powers remain by which Monopolies were made, andthrou ich 
a—_ formerly 7 all verbal Orders will be frui 77.41 
Ibis Branch of Trade being ſo long prineipally managed by the 
Company's Servants for he C — — 
cannot be eaſily taken out of their Hands and paſs to the Natives, 
pecially when it is to be carried on without the Controul natu- 
rally inberent in all Participation. It is not difficult to conceive 
how this forced Preference of Traſſie in a/Raw Commodity muſt 
have injured the Manufactures, while it was the Policy of the Com- 
pany to continue the Trade on their o-n Account. The Servants 
fo far from deviating from their Courſe ſince they have taken the - _ 
Trade into their own Management, have gone much farther into 
it. The Proportion of Raw Silk in the Inveſtment is to be aug 
mented. Proportion of the whole Cargoes for the Year 1783, 


divided into Sixteen Parts, is Ten of Raw Silk, and Six only of 


manufactured 


tetapted peep to,. its and it 
not improbable that the. Price to the 55 N — Wi 
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Matothe Grevances 


the Native Merchants anuf 8 
have been redreſſed. * — 5 5 


or we find on good Aut _—_ that at that 


| — . — an uhich ingmighł de ſuppoſed that theſe N 5 had 
— — mens were in full Vigour. jo AD SPPnsy 
26 have fallen cheavi 


en che City of : Dacca, 3 
Staple far: the fineſt Goods: iti adia ; & Place once wll opulent 


Merchants am Dealers bf all Deſcriptions, : | 


Tue City andi Df Decca, before che Prevalence of the Eaſt 
India Company s Iuſluence and! Authority, manufactured annually to 
abt Three hundred thouſand Pounds Value in Cleths. Ia the Year 
it: had fallen to about Tamor:bundred thouſand, or * hirds 
ns fermtr Pradugeh: Ol bn the Company's D 2 —5 
—— — 28 1 oun 1 2 
bis was ntithat Time pov Agents 
thz:{nfpb&tion af thaibdiCommoitial Servants. On Pretenge 4 —. 
ning un Advantage for he Foufth Part: ſot their Maſters, they ex- 
ned muff w iolent und arbivay. Power over the Whole. It was aſ- 
ferret; chat they Fed che Company's eck to ſuch, Goods. ag they 
bought fit K toall-Goads, as ſtated ãn One Complaint), and diſpoſed 
of: — as they: proper, &xdluding not only all ng Native 


Dralen; ————— and\prvate Engliſh Merchants: 


That abey made Advances totthe Weayerg, often beyond. their.known 
Ability, to Tepay in Goods within the Year ; and by this e 
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Roufe, Ch cca Province; who ſtruggled againſtehee 
1 5 in the Year 1773 there were no Balances due ug the 
1 Fchen cartled on by e Native rokers. In leſs than "Three 
Yeat; 0 ſe Balances amountedl to an enſe Sum; a Sum loſt to 


the ande but exiſting Tn fol! For orce {hr every Purpoſe of 


In *the Amoun uh ehele* Iiſa almoſt Weaver in the 
Lare bore a r 2 i in one 1 they w — 7 $4 | 
hey 


all caught 
in 8 Snare. i "ay r. Rouſe, in a'Let- 
5 ee cube fre = iy 2 Committee) 6s o timid 
m the utmoſt Degree of Wretch- 
Alen k inc ap able 1 1 ts; induſtribous as it were 


e oh 0 Fett Fe, if oppteſſed; and Tisied-4f, 
. wich 255 at Ezbvur, th whey 'Cerfve"' from-thie fair Dealing and 
cher Eh & ; 7 ni6derate'Subſifience for their u- 
; Aa ee the People uno flood aceuſed yy the Company's 

"2s pr trrifling Grievances; ig order to be excufed the mem ths by. 
"Ralatices, fs to che commercial State the Province in 
Me. he repteferits it *irq "be" for wo" Years a petpettal 5 

of Complaint and Diſputätion- The' Company's Agente 
Profeſfing to pay bigher' Rates to Weavers, whilft de Lade hal 
ates fhewed an heavy Loſs to the Contpagy. The Weavers babe 

ne 125 . in. Multitudes to prefer thei  Complifiies at the Pre- 
prog? © The Amount of the nh pn; comparatively ſmall, 
ele Aances comparatibely large; and, as IL underftand, . 
© conteſted by the Weavers. The Native Merchants, called A DAL, 
10 removed on their Influence as prejudicial to the Company's Con- 
de cerns; and European Merchants complaining againſt undue In- 

— dene of "the [hf apart Commercial Agents, in preventing the 

* th haſe even Gf ſe Goods which the Company never takes. 
he Spirit of tnéfe Agents will *be*fulty comprehended from a 
* of the Proceedings bifore'Mr. Rouſe and Counſel, on the Com- 
. 0% of a Mr. Cree, an Engliſ free Merchant at Dacta, bo bad 
n twice treated in the ſame injutious manner by the A Mr. 


t, the Commercial Chief, at chat Place. On his x rt 
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s.agpinft the Council, as if they wanted Zeal fo r the Com- 
avs exvicę 3 his Juſtification of his Practices, and ki Decla aration 
eſolution to perſevere in them, are firm and determined, A- 
the Right) and Policy of ſuch Reſtraints, and layi "down a 
hor his Conduct at the Fa hich, n 58 ; 
juſt. laiot-to private 


as, wes it 
. cannot turn to my Intereſt to preclude. them neu, . 
. think it 1 Duty to combat the private Views J. — SY 
.< w * as af ym et 51h under that vecy Body, under 
_*F who! e 1 d Indulgence only they can derive their Privilege 
© © of Trade: Aue ontend for is the ſame Influence: my mployers 
. have ever had. He ends by ma 5 V Reply 1995 of, 
1 References of this Nature. 7 
.» The Whole of this extraordinar oy Try « inſerted” in 't e Ab- 
„Ne 1; and Mr. Rouſe's nute + bſervations upon it in 
- Appendix, . 5 1 refuting the by, retexts Al, Ih that 
„ in Support of the Trade 1% luence 
a and Authority. "Holload, one of the Council, j Nt ho Rouſe 
Eee. a Leer to the Purport of that Minute f uld be 
1 7 2 N by Meffrs, Bucling, k ogarth, 
2 U paſſed a_ Reſolution to defer ſending, an Re 
" ply 0 13 none was ever ſent. Thus they E 2 
„Aenancg to the contained in that Letter, as ell as | 


Dogrine hat Letter, a 
- the. pulchicyous Prafiiges which mult _incuicably i 
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Exergie of fuch Power. Some temporary and partial-Relief' was 
given by the vigorous Exertions of Mr. Rouſe ; but he ſhortly 
after remo "from that Government, all Complaints were 
dropped, DOE | 4 5 | 1 een ae F * | 
It is remarkable, that during the ne Barone nos 
tween the Company's Agents and the Dealers of Datca7 the Board of 
Trade ſeem to have taken a decided Part againſt the latter. They 


allow ſome ſort of Juſtice in the Complaints of the Manufacturers 


with regard to low Valuation, and other-Particulars : But they ſay, 
that, „ although (during the Time of Pre-emption) it appears that 
„the Weavers were not allowed the ſame Liberty of ſelling to Individuals 
& they before enjoyed; our Opinion on the Whole is, that theſe Com- 
ic plaints have originated upon the premeditated Deſigns of the 
« Delals [Factors or Brokers] ts thwart the new Mode of Curryiug on 
« the Company's Buſineſs, and to render tbemſelves neceſſary.” They 
ſay in another Place, that there is no Ground for the Diſſatisfactions 
whoſe Aim it is to be em | Bunge | U 
This Deſire of being 7 and of rendering themſelv&s neceſ- 
ry, in Men whoſe only Bulineſs it is to be employed in Trade, is 
conſidered by the Gentlemen of the Board as no trivial Offene; and 


and Difficulties of the Weavers ; that they are owing to the Delals, 
22 Wie Pty R | OY) 11s 


accordingly they declare, «© they have eſtabliſned it as an inuariable 


« Rule, that whatever Deficiency there might be in the Daces Inveſt 
„ ment, no Purchaſe of the Manufactures of that Quarter ſhall be 
ee müde for Account of the Company from private Merchants, We 
1% have paſſed this Reſolution, which we deem of Importance, from a 
«© Perſuaſion that private Merchants are often induced to make Ad- 
tc yances for Dacca Goods not by the ordinary Chance of Sale, but 

© merely from an Expectation of diſpoſing of them at an enhanced 
© Price to the Company, againſt whom a Rivallbip is by this Manner 
„ encouraged ; and they ſay, that they intend to obſerve the ſame 


„ Rule with reſpect to the Inveſtment of other of the FaQtories from 


o 


«© whence ſimilar Complaints may come.“ | 12 
This poſitive Rule is oppoſed to the poſitive Directions of the 


Company, to employ thoſe obnoxious _ Perſons by Preference. 


How far this violent Uſe of Authority, for the Purpoſe of deſtroy- 
ing Rivalſhip, has ſucceeded in reducing the Price of Goods to 


- © the Company, has been made manifeſt by the Facts before ſtated in 


their Place, | | 

The recriminatory Charges of the Company's Agents on the Native 
Merchants, have made very little Impreſſion on Your Committee. 
We have nothing in fayour of them, but the Aﬀertion of a Party 
powerful and intereſted. In ſuch Caſes of mutual Aſſertion and De- 
nial, Your Committee are led — to attach Abuſe to — 


1 645 


and to profura that Suffering and Hardſhip are more lk to ted 
on Weakaeſs,/ than that any, Combination e von tecte 0 nM duat 

is of, Farce-topreyail over fluence, Bower, ealth, anc d Authbrity; 

The Complaints of the Native Merchants ought not to habe h 
treated in any of thoſe, Modes, in which they were then treated. And 
hen men are in the Situation of C * weak, Aol Add dos geg 
Power, their abandoning their Buit 1 3 far rotn a Fre ad cleat Proof 


fs their — leis Hole, .groundle is not becau . bes | 
n ren impra cable, preſſ t exiſt; nor i 
the Deſpair of Sufferers an A e of Mey ob, 'Re- 


view.of ſome of the remarkable , of the Complaints made, by t 

Native Merchants dne Ince, is ſo eſſenti 085 15 aj bay the 

true Spirit ef che Commerci il Alt e heel een 

of thaſe concerned in I our-C Co Rn ering 
the Records on this Sabel. and, at, W Ee Period, On. of th eth, they 

— 2g not mahk⸗ themſelves gullifiable in not kating them 70 the 
ou 


Mr. Barwell, whilſt: Factory Chi at Dice; ; 

preſſians are ſtated to have contin even to have 5 foo 
vated, -on-Qomplaint at.Calcutta: - hoſe gmp laints appear pear in fevernt 
Memorials : preſented to the me Al Fr Calcutta, of whitctr 
Mr. Barwell was a Member. hey appear det more fly and miore 
. Rrotigly in a Bill in Chaneety, filed in the Sppfeme Court, Ahfeh was 
afterwards: recorded be before the Governor W and "Cs 
tranſmitted to the Court of Directo wp : 

Voutr Committee, ſtruok with the me and Importanee of 
theſe Charges ; and finding that with regard to thoſe before the Coon 


Ny 
Inveſti ion bas ever en place; 3 and, fludin, alf 
that — — r A” Ae of ouncil, that he n 


given a full Anſwer to the. Allegations in that Biff; ordered A 1 2 
of the Anſwer to be laid 2 — Com mnie that they migh 
enabled to ſtate to the Houſe, how far it, a d to them 105 
how far 
might-de-ademitte what Juſtification 55 Bl LIP 1. appeated nete 
ſary, in ocdet᷑ to determine on the true 8 5 of rade and th 
Merchants of that great City and Hiſtgict. 
The Secretaty to the Court of Dire ors bas! cafes hs et 
mittee, that no Copy of the Anſwer is to be found in the India ; 
nor has Vour Committee-been able to diſcover ah t any has been tant 
mitted. On this Failure, Your Committee or ed an Applicatio: 
to be made to Mr. Barwell, for a Copy of 5 25 wer to the Bill = Bm, add 
any other · Information with vieh he tg 
| ce bobjecks. | 627k 1 vis ws Y i 
5 Mr, 
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Your Committee have — many heavy Clare of Open | 


uncil, and 


were: denied, as to the bs. i whete the F 15 1 
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(8. 
Mr. Barwell, after reciting the above Letter, returned in Anſwer 
what follows. , n | as ns © 
„ Whether the Records of the Supreme Court of Judicature are 
„ lodged at the India Houſe, I am ignorant, but on thoſe Records 
« my Anſwer is certainly to be found, At this Diſtance of Time, 
« 1 arm ſorry I cannot from Memory recover the Circumſtances.of 
ce this Affair; but this I know, that the Bill did receive a com- 
« plete Anſwer, and the People the fulleſt Satisfaction; nor is 
« jt. neceſſary for me to remark, that the State of Parties at that 
« Time in Bengal, cdald Party have brought forward any Particle 
<« of that Bill, ſupported by any verified Fact, the Principle that 
<« introduced it in the Proceedings of the Governor General and 
% Council, would likewiſe have given the Verification of that one 
% Circumſtance, whatever that might have been. As 1 genera 
„attend in my Place in the Houſe, I ſhall with Pleafure anfwer 
&* any Invitation of the Gentlemen of the Committee, to attend their 
« Inveſtigations up Stairs, with every Information and Light in my 
«© Power to give them.? e e 7 
«« St. James's Square, 15th April, 1 ats 
Vour Committee conſidered, that with Regard to the Matter 
charged in the ſeveral Petitions to the Board, no Sort of ſpecific An- 
{wer had been giyen at the Time and. Place where they were made 
and when and where the Parties might be examined and confronted 
It was gonfidered alſo that the Bill had been tranfmitted, with other 
Papers relating to the ſame Matter, to the Court of Directors, with 
the Knowledge and Conſent of Mr. Barwell; and that he ftates; that 
his Anſwer had been filed, and no Proceedings had upotl' it for 
Eighteen Months. In that Situation it was thought ſomething ex- 
traordinary, that no Care was taken by him to tranſmit ſo effential a 
Paper as his Anſwer, and that he had no Copy of it in his Hands. 
Vow Committee, in this Difficulty, thought themſelves obliged to 
decline any verbal Explanation from the Perfon who is Defendant ih 
the Suit, relative to Matters, which on the Part of the Complainant 
appear upon Record, and to leave the whole Matter as it is charged 
tothe Judgment of the Houfe, to determine how far it may be worth 
of a farther Enquiry, or how far they may admit ſuch Allegations 
Your Committee could not think themſelves juſtified in receiving. 
To this Effect Your Committee ordered a Letter to be written 
Mr. Barwell ; from whom they received the following Anſwer, 
Sd 2 | pcs 
In Conſequence of your Letter of the 14th, I muſt requeſt the 
« Favour of you to inform the Select Committee, that I expect from 
their Juſtice, on any Matter of public Record in which I am per- 
«* {onally to be brought forward 2 the Notice of the Houſe, that 


they 


- 
2 


E , 


é they will at the ſame Time point out to the Houſe what Part of 
„ fach Matter has been verified, and what Parts have not, nor ever 
« were attempted to be verified, though introduced in Debate, and 
e entered on the Records of the Governor General and Council of 
© Bengal. I am anxious the Information ſhould be compleat, or 
e d Houſe will not be competent to judge ; and if it is compleat, 
* it will preclude all Explanation as unneceſſary. 

e . 1 | 

| toad „ Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
Ask. James's Square, | RICHARD BARWELL.,” 
ad April, 1783. | | | 


P. S. As Iam this Moment returned from the Country, I had 
e it not in my Power to be earlier in acknowledging your Letter of 


"Your Committee applied to Mr. Barwell, to communicate any 
Papers which might tend to the Elucidation of Matters before them 
in Which he was concerned. This he has declined to do. Your Com- 
mittee conceive, that under the Orders of the Houſe, they are by no 
Means obliged to make à compleat State of all the Evidence which 
may tend to criminate or exculpate every Perſon, whoſe Tranſactions 
they may find it expedient to report; this, if not ſpecially ordered, 
has not hitherto been, as they apprehend, the Uſage of any Com- 
mittee of this Houſe. It is not for Your Committee, but for the 
Diſcretion of the Party to call for, and for the Wiſdom of the Houſe 
to inftitute, ſuch Proceedings as may tend finally to condemn or ac- 
quit. The Reports of Your Committee are no Charges, though 
Moy may pofhibly furniſh Matter for Charge; and no Neßreſenta- 
tions or Obſervations of theirs can either clear or convict, on any 
Proceeding which may hereafter be grounded on the Facts "which 
they produce to the Houſe. Their Opinions are not of a judicial 
Nature. Your Committee has taken abundant Care, that every im- 
ortant Fact in their Report ſhould be attended with the Authority 
2 it, either in the Courſe of their Reflections, or in the Appendix: 
To report every Thing upon every Subject before them, which is 
to be found on the Records of the Company, would be to tranſeribe, 
and in the Event to print, almoſt the Whole of thoſe voluminous 
Papers. The Matter which appears before them is, in a ſummary 
Manner, this: | | | 
The Dacca Merchants begin by complaining, That in November 
1773, Mr. Richard Barwell, then Chief of Dacca, had deprived 
them of their Employment and Means of Subſiſtence; that he had 
extorted from them 44,224 Arcot Rupees ({4731) by the Terror 
of his Threats, by long Impriſonment, and cruel Confinement in the 
Stocks; that afterwards they were confined in a ſmall Room near the 
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Factory Gate, under a Guard of Sepoys ; that their Food was ſtopt, 


and they remained ſtarving a whole Day; that they were not per- 
mitted to take their Food till next Day at Noon, and were again 
brought back to the ſame Confinement, in which they were con- 
tinued for Six Days, and were not ſet at Liherty until they had 
given Mr. Barwell's Banyan a Certificate for Forty Thouſand Ru- 
pees ; that in July 1774, when Mr. Barwell had left Dacca, they 
went to Calcutta to ſeek Juſtice ; that Mr, Barwell confined them 
in his Houſe at Calcutta, and ſent them back under a Guard of 
Peons to Dacca ; that in December 1774, on the Arrival of the Gen- 
tlemen from Europe, they returned to Calcutta, and preferred their 
Complaint to the Supreme Court of I udicature. W 
The Bill in Chancery filed againſt Richard Barwell, John Shake- 
ſpeare, and Others, contains a minute Specification of the various 
Acts of perſonal Cruelty, ſaid to be practiſed by Mr. Barwell's Or- 
ders, to extort Money from theſe People. Among other Ads of a 
ſimilar Nature, he is charged with having ordered the Appraiſer of 
the Company's Cloths, who was an old Man, and who aſſerts that he 
had faithfully ſerved the Company above Sixteen Years, without 
the leaſt Cenſure on his Conduct, to be ſeverely flogged without 
Reaſon. 8 85 
In the Manner of confining the Delals with Ten of their Servants, 
it is charged on him, that when he firſt ordered them to be put 
© into the Stocks, it was at a Time when the Weather was ex- 
& ceedingly bad, and the Rain very heavy, without allowing them 
e the leaſt Covering for their Heads, or any Part of their Body, or 
cc any Thing to raiſe them from the wet Ground; in which Condi- 
ce tion they were continued for many Hours, until the ſaid Richard 
«© Barwell thought proper to remove them into a far worſe State, it 
6“ poſſible, as if ſtudying to exerciſe the moſt cruel: Acts of Bar- 
& barity on them, &c, — And that during their Impriſonment they 
& were frequently carried to and tortured in the Stocks, in the 
«© Middle of the Day, when the ſcorching Heat of the Sun was in- 
& ſupportable, notwithſtanding which they were denied the. leaſt 
6“ Covering.” Theſe Men aflert, that they had ſerved the Company, 
without Blame, for Thirty Years, — a Period commencing long be- 
fore the Power of the Company in India. n | 
It was no flight Aggravation of this Severity, that the Objects 
were not young, nor of the loweſt of the People, who might, by the 
Vigour of their Conſtitutions, or by the Habits of Hardſhip, be 
enabled to bear up againſt Treatment ſo full of Rigour. They were 
aged Perſons, They were Menof a reputable Profeſſinn. 
The Account given by theſe Merchants, of their firſt Journey to 
Calcutta, in July 1774, is circumſtantial and remarkable. They ſay, 
„that, on their Arrival, to their Aſtoni/ſhment they ſonn learned, that 
| ee the 
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& the Ge vernor, who had formerly been violently. enraged againſt the ſaid. 
& Richard Barwell, for different Improprieties in his Conduct, was now 
© "reconciled to bim; and that, ever fince there was a Certainty of His 
„ Majefty's Appointments taking Place in India, from being the moſt 
e inucterate Enemits they ꝛvere now become the moſt intimate Friends; 
& and that this Account ſoon taught them to beliede they were not any 


ec wearer Juice front their Journey to Culcutta, than thry had been before 
1 0 X R « 


« at Dacca. | ; | | 
When this Bill of Complaint wes, in 1976, laid before the Coun- 
cil, to be tranſmitted to the Court of Directors, Mr. Barwell com- 
plained of the Introduction of ſuch a Paper, and afferted, that te Had 
- , anſwered io every Particular of it on Oath, about Eightren Months, and 
that, during this long Period, no Attempt had been made 10 controvert, 
refute, or even to reply to it. 1 . 
He did not, however, think it proper to enter his Anſwer on the 
Records along with the Bill, of whoſe Iutroduction he complained. 
On the Declarations made by Mr. Barwell in his Minute (Sep- 
tember 1776) Vour Committee obſerve, chat conſidering him only as 
an Individual, under Proſecution in a Court of Juſtice, it might be 
ſufficient for him to exhibit his Defence in the Court where he was 
accuſed ; but that, as a Member of Government, ſpecifically charged 
before that very Government with abuſing the Powers of his Office in 
a very extraordinary Manner, and for Purpoſes 25 they alledge) 
highly corrupt and criminal, it appears to Your C 
ſufficient, to ſay, that he had anſwered elſewhere. The Matter was 
to go before the Court of Directors, to whom the Queſtion of his 
Conduct in chat Situation, a Situation of the [n Power and Truft, 
was as much at leaſt a Queſtion of State, as a Matter of Redreſs to be 
ſolely-lefr to the Diſereton, Capacity, or Perſeverance of Individuals. 
Mr. Barwell might poſſibly be generous enough to take no Advantage 
of his eminent Situation: But theſe unfortunate People would rather 
look to his Power than his Diſpoſition. In general, a Man fo cir- 
cumſtanced and fo charged (though we do not know this to be the 
Caſe with Mr. Barwell) might cafily contrive by legal Advantages to 
eſdape. The Plaintiffs being at a great Diftance from the Seat of Go- 
vernment, and poffibly affected by Fear, or Fatigue, or ſeeing the 
Impoſſibility of ſuſtaining, with the Ruins cf Fortunes never perhaps 


very opulent, a Suit againſt Wealth, Power, and Influence, a Com- 


promiſe might even take Place, in which Circumftances might make 
the Complainants gladly acquieſce. But the Public Injury is not in 
the leaſt repaired by the Aequieſcence of Individuals, as it touched 
the Honour of the very higheſt Parts of Government, In the 
Opinion of Your Committee ſome Means ovght to have been taken 
to bring the Bill to a Decifion on the Merits.; or, ſuppoſing that ſuch 
Decree could not. be obtained, by Reaſon of any Fajlure of Proceed ing 
N c. 3 8 | on 


ommittee hardly 
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on the Part, of the Plaintiffs, that ſome Proceſs,. official or juridical, 
ought to have been inſtituted againſt them, which might prove them 
guilty of Slander and Defamation, in as authentic a Manner as they 
had made their Charge, before the Council as well as the Court. 

By the Determination of Mr. Hurſt, and the Reſolutions of the 
Board of Trade, it is much to be apprehended, that the Native mer- 
cantile Intereſt muſt be exceedingly reduced. The abovementioned 
Reſolutions of the Board of Trade, if executed in their Rigour 
muſt almoſt inevitably accompliſh its Ruin. The ſubſequeat Tranſ- 
actions are covered with an Obſcurity which Your Committee have 
not been able to diſpel. All which they can colle&, but that by no 
Means diſtinctly, is, that as thoſe who trade for the Company jo the 
Articles of Inveſtment, may alſo trade for themſelves in the ſame 
Articles, the old Opportunities of confounding the Capacities muſt re- 
main, and all the Oppreffions by which this Confuſion has been at- 
tended. The Company's Inveſtments, as the General Letter from 
Bengal of the 20th of November 1775, Par. 28. ſtates the Matter 
« are never at a Stand; Advances are made and Goods are received . 
“ all the Year round,” Balances, the grand Inſtrument of Op- 
preſſion, naturally accumulate on poor Manufacturers who are in- 
truſted with Money. Where there is not a vigorous Rivalſhip, not 
only tolerated hut encouraged, it is impoſſible ever to redeem the 
Manufacturers from the Servitude induced by thoſe unpaid Balances. 

No ſuch Rivalſhip does exift : The Policy practiſed and avowed is 
directly againſt it. The Reaſons aſſigned in the Board of Trade's 
Letter of the 28th of November 1778, for its making their Advances 
early in the Seaſon, is, to prevent the Foreign Merchants and private 
Traders znterfering with the Purchaſe of their (the Company's) As- 
ſortments. They alſo refer to the Means taken to prevent this 
Interference in their Letter of 26th January 1779.“ It is impoſ- 
fible that the ſmall Part of the Trade ſhould not fall into-the Hands 
of thoſe who with the Name and Authority of the governing Per- 
ſons have ſuch extenſive Contracts in their Hands. It appears in 
Evidence, that Natives can hardly trade to the beſt Advantage, 
(Vour Committee doubt whether they can trade to any Advantage 
at all) if not joĩned with or countenanced by Britiſh Subjects. The 
Directors were, in 1775, ſo ſtrongly impreſſed with this Notion, 
and conceived the Native Merchants to have been even then reduced 
to ſo low a State, that, notwithſtanding the Company's earneſt De- 
fire of giving them a Preference, they © doubt whether there are at 
< this time in Bengal Native Merchants poſſeſſed of Property ade- 
we ebe to ſuch Undertaking, or of Credit and Reſponftbility ſuf- 
« ficient to make it ſafe and prudent to truſt them with ſuch Sums 


Das might be neceſſary, to enable them to fulfil their Engagements 
«© with the Company.“ : | > 
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The Effect, which ſo long continued a Monopoly, followed by 4 
Pre- emption, and then by partial Preferences ſupported by Power, 
muſt neceſſarily have in weakening the mercantile Capital, and diſ- 
abling the Merchants from all Undertakings of Magnitude, is but too 
vifible, However, a Witneſs of Underſtanding and Credit does not 
believe the Capitals of the Natives to be yet ſo reduced as to diſable 
them from partaking in the Trade, if they were otherwiſe able to 
put themſelves on an equal Footing with Europeans. 
The Difficulties at the Outſet will however be conſiderable. For 
the long Continuance of Abuſe has in ſome Meaſure conformed the 
whole Trade of the Country to its falſe Principle. To make a ſud- 
den ag therefore, might deſtroy the few Advantages which at- 
tend any Trade, without tecuring thoſe which muſt flow from one 
eſtabliſhed upon ſound Mercantile Meg og whenever ſuch a Trade 


Lan be eſtabliſhed. The Fact is, that the forcible Direction which 


the Trade of India has had towards Europe, to the Neglect, or ra- 
ther to the total abandoning of the Aſiatic, has of itſelf tended to 
carry even the internal Buſineſs from the Native Merchant. The 


Revival of Trade in the Native Hands is of abſolute Neceſſity ; 


but Your Committee is of Opinion, that it will rather be the Effect 
of a regular progreffive Courſe of Endeavours for that Purpoſe, 
than of any one Regulation, however wiſely conceived, _ 


After this Examination into the Condition of the Trade and 


Traders in the principal Articles provided for the Inveſtment to 
Europe, Your Committee proceeded to take into Conſideration thoſe 
Articles, the Produce of which, after Sale in Bengal, 1s to form a 


Part of the Fund for the Purchaſe of other Articles of Inveſtment, 


or to make a Part of it in Kind. Theſe are, 1ſt, Opium; 2dly, 


' Salt-Petre; and 3dly, Salt. Theſe are all monopolized. 


o P I_ U M. 


' THE Firſt of the Internal authoriſed Monopolies is that of 
Opium. This Drug, extracted from a Species of the Poppy, is of 
extenſive Conſumption in moſt of the Eaſtern Markets. The beſt 


is produced in the Province of Bahar: In Bengal it is of an inferior 
Sort, though of late it has been improved. This Monopoly is to be 


traced to the very Origin of our Influence in Bengal, It is ſtated to 
have begun-at Patna fo early as the Year 1761, but it received. no 
conſiderable 4 of 7 7 or Conſiſtence until the Vear 1765; 
when the Acquiſition of the Duanny opened a wide Field for all Pro- 


. zets of this Nature. It was then adopted, and owned as a Reſource 


for Perſons in Office; was managed chiefly by the Civil Servants of 
15 7 e 


4.4 9 
the Patna . and for their own Benefit. The Policy was 


juſtified on the uſual Principles on which Monopolies are ſupported, 
and on ſome peculiar to the Commodity, to the Nature of the Trade, 
and to the State of the Country : The Security againſt Adultera- 
tion; the Prevention of the exceſſive Home Conſumption of a per- 
nicious Drug; the ſtopping an exceſſive Competition, which, by 
an over-proportioned Supply, would at length deſtroy the Market 
abroad; the Inability of the Cultivator to proceed in an expenſive 
and precarious Culture, without a large Advance of Capital ; and. 


laſtly, the Incapacity of private Merchants to ſupply that Capital on 


the feeble Security of wretched Farmers. 0 

Theſe were the principal Topics on which the Monopoly was ſup- 
ported. The laſt Topic leads to a ſerious Conſideration on the State 
of the Country: For in puſhing it, che Gentlemen argued, that 
in Cafe ſuch private Merchants ſhould advance the neceſſary Capital, 
the lower Cultivators © would get Meney in Abundance.” Admitting 
this Fact, it ſeems to be a Part of the Policy of this Monopoly to 
prevent the Cultivator from obtaining the natural Fruits of his La» 
bour. Dealing with a private Merchant he could not get Money in 
Abundance, unleſs his Commodity could | procure an abundant Profit. 
Farther Reaſons, relative to the Peace and good Order of the Pro- 
vince, were affigned for thus preventing the Courſe of Trade from 
the equitable Diſtribution of the Advantages of the Produce, in 
which the firſt, the pooreſt, and the moſt laborious Producer ought 
to have his firſt Share, The Cultivator (they add) would ſquander 
Part of the Money, and not be able to complete their Engagements 
to the full; Law Suits, and even Battles would enſue, between the 
Factors, contending for a deficient Produce; and the Farmers would 
diſcourage the Culture of an Object which brought fo much Diſ- 
turbance into their Diſtricts. This Competition, the Operation of 
which they endeavour to prevent, is the natural Corrective of the 
Abuſe, and the beſt Remedy which could be applied to the Diſorder, 
even ſuppoſing its probable Exiſtence, 

Upon whatever Reaſons or Pretences the Monopoly of Opium was 
ſupported, the real Motive appears to be the Profit of thoſe who were 
in Hopes to be concerned in it. As theſe Profits promiſed to be very 
conſiderable, at length it engaged the Attention of the Company: 
and after many Diſcuſſions and various Plans of Application, it was 
at length taken for their Benefit, and the Produce of the Sale or- 
dered to be employed in the Purchaſe of Goods for their Inveſtment. 

In the Year 1773 it had been taken out of the Hands of the 
Conncil of Patna, and leaſed to Two of the Natives; but for a 

ear only, The Contractors were to ſupply a certain Quantity of 
Opium at a given Price, Half the Value was to be paid to thoſe 
Contractors in Advance, and the other Half on the Delivery. 


1 
Tde Proceedings on this Contract demonſtrated the Fufility of all 
the Principles on which the Monopoly was founded. The Council, 
as à Part of their Plan, were obliged, by heavy Duties, and by a 
Limitation of the Right of Emption of foreign Opium to the Con- 
tractors for the Home Produce, to check the Influx of that Commo- 
dity from the Territories of the Nabob of Oude, and the Rajah of 
| Benares.” In theſe Countries no Monopoly exiſted ; and yet there 
the Commodity was of ſuch a Quality and ſo abundant, as to bear the, 
Doty, and, even with the Duty, in ſome Degree to rival the Mono- 
poliſt even in his own Market. There was no Complaint, in thoſe 
Countries of Want of Advances to Cultivators, or of Law Suits 
«nd Tumults among the Factors; nor was there any Appearance of 
the Multitude of other Evils, which had been ſo much dreaded from 
the Vivacity of Competition. 8 5 2. i Mg 4k 
On the other Hand, ſeveral of the Precavtions inſerted in this 
Contract, and repeated in all the ſubſequent, ſtrongly indicated the 
Evils, againſt which it is extremely difficult, if not, impoffible, to 
ous a Monopoly of this Nature, and in that Country, For in 
e firſt Contract entered into with the Two Natives, it was ſtrictly 
forbidden to compel the Tenants to the Cultivation of this Drug. 
Indeed, very ſhocking Rumours had gone abroad, and they were ag- 
wated by an Opinion univerſally prevalent, that even in the Sea- 
n immediately following that dreadful Famine which ſwept off 
One Third of the Inhabitants of Bengal, ſeveral of the poorer Far- 
mers were compelled to plow up the Fields they had ſown with 
Grain, in Order to plant them with Poppies for the Benefit of the 
Engroſſers of Opium. This Opinion grew into a ſtrong Preſump- 
tion, when it was ſeen that in the next Year the Produce of Opium 
(contrary to what might be naturally expected in a Year following 
fuck a Dearth) was nearly doubled. It is true, that when the Quan- 
tity of Land neceſſary for the Production of the largeſt Quantity of 
Opium is confidered, it is not juſt to attribute that Famine to theſe 
Practices, nor to any that were or could he uſed; yet, where ſuch 
Practices did prevail, they muſt have been very oppreſſive to Indivi- 
duals, extremely inſulting to the Feelings of the People, and muſt 
tend to bring great and deſerved Diſcredit on the Britiſh Govern- 
ment. The Engliſh are a People who appear in India as a conquering 
{ Nation ; all Dealing with them is therefore more or leſs a Dealing 
iff with Power. It is ſuch when they trade on 4 private Account; an 
it much more ſo in any authorized Monopoly, where the Hand of 
Government, which ought never to appear but to protect, is felt as 
the Inſtrument in every Act of Oppreſſion. Abuſes muſt exiſt in a 
Trade and a Revenue ſo conſtituted, and there is no effectual Cure 
FE for them, but to entirely cut off their Cauſe, | 
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"of an Things continued in this Train until the greit, Revolution in the 
Company's Government was wrought by the-Regulating ACt of the | 


Toi D Thirteenth of the King. In 1775 the new Council General appointed 
Cu. the Act took this troubleſomg Buſineſs again into Conſideration; 
Mind ( | Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis, expreſſed ſuck 
hf ſtrong Doubts of the Propriety of this, and of all other Monopolies, 
there that the Directors, in their Letter of the Year following; left the 
ir the Council at Liberty to throw the Trade open, under a Duty, if they 
ono. © ſhould find it practicable. But General Clavering, who molt ſeverely 


cenſured Monopoly in general, thought that this Monopoly ought 


88815 to / be retained; but for a Reaſon which ſhews his Opinion of the 
1 wretched State of the Country; for he ſuppoſed it impoſſible, with 
Po the Power and Influence which muſt attend Britiſh Subjects in all 

v their Tranſactions, that Monopoly could be avoided, and preferred 
thi an ayowed Monopoly which brought Benefit to Government to a vir- 
Ty . tual Engrofling, attended with Profit only to Individuals. - But in this 
arg Opinion he did not ſeem to be joined by Mr. Francis, who thought 
5 = the Suppreſſion of this, and of all Monopolies, to be praQticable ; 
15 and ſtrongly recommended their Abolition in a Plan ſent to the Court 
aly of Directors the Year following. | Cen 5 
rug. The Council, however, ſubmitting to the Opinion of this Neceſ- 
— ſity, endeavoured to render that dubious Engagement as beneficial as 
* poſſible to the Company. They began by putting up the Contract to 
off the higheſt Bidder. he Propoſals were to be ſealed. When the 
wee | Seals came to be opened, a very extraordinary Scene appeared. Ever 
vIth Step in this Buſineſs developes more and more the Effect of this 
the Junction of public Monopoly and private Influence. Four Engliſh 
Np- and Eight Natives were Candidates for the Contract; Three of the 
um Engliſh far over- bid the Eight Natives. They who conſider that the 
ing Natives, from their ſuperior Dexterity, from their Knowledge of the 
— Country and of Buſineſs, and from their extreme Induſtry, W 
of and Parſimony, are generally an Over-match for Europeans, and in- 
eſe deed are, and muſt ultimately be, employed by them, in all Tranfs 
ich actions whatſoever, will find it very extraordinary that they did not, 
vi- by the beſt Offers, ſecure this Dealing to themſelves. It can be 
uſt attributed to this Cauſe, and this only, that they were conſcious that 
n- without Power and Influence to ſubdue the Cultivators of the Land 
ng to their own Purpoſes, they never could afford to engage on the loweſt 
n poſſible terms. Thoſe, whoſe Power entered into the Calculation 
n of their Profits, could offer, as they did offer, Terms without Com- 
of pariſon better; and therefore One of the Engliſh Bidders, without 
as Partiality, ſecured the Preference. $3.6 

a + "IW Contra to this Firſt Bidder, Mr. Griffiths, was prolonged 
re from Year to Year; and as during'that Time frequent Complaints 

were made by him to the Council d. on the Principle hat the 


4 Tears anſwered. ver differently, and that the Buſineſs of one Year 
S Sy. Cox. REP. IX. L ran 
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ran into the other, Reaſons or Excuſes were-furniſhed for giving the 
| next. Contract to Mr. Mackenzie for Three Years. This Third 
Contract was not put up to Auction as the Second had been, and as 
this ought to have been. The Terms were indeed ſomething better 
for the Company, and the Engagement was ſubject to Qualifications, 
which, though they did not remove the Objection to the Breach of 
the Company's Orders, prevented the Hands of the Directors from 
being tied up. A Proviſo was inſerted in the Contract, that it ſhould 
not. be anyways binding if the Company, by Orders from Home, 
Id alter rhe 2 — with regard to ſuch Dealing, - 
:  Whilft thefe Things were going on, the Evils which this: Ko 
was in Shew and Pretence formed to prevent, ſtill exiſted ; and hole 
which were naturally. to be expected from a Monopoly, exiſted too. 
Complaints were made of the bad Quality of the Opium; "Frials 
were made; and on [thoſe Trials the Opium was found faulty. An 
Office of Inſpection at Calcutta, to aſcertain its Goodneſs, was efta- 
bliſhed; and Directions given to the Provincial Councils at the 
Places of Growth, to certify the Quantity and Quality of the Com- 
modity tranſmitted. to the Preſidency. 3” 5 
In 1776, notwithſtanding an Engagemeot in the Contract ſtrictly 
prohibiting all compulſory Culture of the Poppy, Information was 
given to a Member of the Council General, that Fields green with 
Rice had been forcibly plowed up to make Way for that Plant; and 
that this was done in the Preſence of ſeveral Engliſh Gentlemen, who 
bebeld the Spectacle with a juſt and natural Indignation. The Board, 
ſtruck with this Repreſentation, ordered the Council of Patna to 
make an Enquiry. into. the Fact; but Your Committee can find no 
Return whatſoęver to this Order. The Complaints were not ſolely 
on the Part of the -Cultivators againſt the Contractor. The Con- 
tractor for Opium made loud Complaints againſt the inferior Collec- 
tors of the Landed Revenue, ſtating their undue and vexativus Exac- 
tions from the Cultivators of Opium; their throwing theſe unfortu- 
nate People into Priſon. upon frivolous Pretences, by which the Te- 
nants were ruined, and the Contractor's Advances loſt, He ſtated, 
that if the Contractor ſhould interfere in favour of the Cultivator, 
then a Deficiency would be cauſed to appear in the Landed Revenues, 
and that Deficiency would be charged on his Interpofition ; he 
deſired therefore that the Cultivators of Opium ſhould be taken out 
of the general Syſtem. of the Landed Revenue, and put under his 
Protection. = the Effect, naturally to be expected from the 
claſhing of inconſiſtent Revenues, appeared in its full Light, as well 
zs the State of the unfortunate Peaſants of Bengal between ſuch rival 
Protectors, where the Plowman fl ing from the Tax+gatherer, is 
obliged to take refuge under the Wings of the Monopoliſt. No 
Diſpute ariſes amongſt the Engliſh Subjects, which does A 
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the Miſery of the Natives; when the former ate in Harmony, all-is 
well with the latter. 8 . 
This Monopoly, continuing and gathering Strength, through a 
Succeſſion of ContraQtors, and being probably a moſt lucrative. Deal- - 
ing, it grew to be every Day a greater Object of Competition. The 
Council of Patna endeavoured to recover the Contract. or at leaſt the 
Agency, by the moſt inviting Terms; and in this eager State f 
mutual Cemplaint and Competition between private Men and public 
Bodies, Things continued until the Arrival in Bengal of Mr. Stephen 
Sulivan, Son of Mr. Sulivan, Chairman of the Eaſt-India Company, 
which ſoon put an End to all Strife and Emulation. " 1&9 av 
To form a clear judgment on the decifive Step taken at this Period, 
it is proper to keep in View the Opinion of the Court of Directors 
concerning Menopolies, againſt which they had uniformly declared 


in the moſt preciſe Terms; they never ſubmitted to them but as to 


a preſent Neceſſity: It was therefore not neceflary for them to expreſs 
any particular Approbation of a clauſe in Mr. enzie's Contract, 
which was made in Favour of their own Liberty. Every Motive 
led them to preſerve it. On the Security of that Clauſe, they could 
alone have ſuffered to paſs over in Silence (for they never approved} 
the Grant of the Contract which contained it for Three Years. It 
muſt aiſo be remembered, that they had from the Beginning poſi- 
tively directed that the Contract ſhould be put up to public Auction; 
and this not having been done in Mr. Mackenzie's Caſe, they ſeverely 
reprimanded the Governor General and Council, in their Letter of 


The Court of Directors were perfectly right in ſhewing themſelves 
tenacious of this Regulation; not ſo much to ſecure the beſt practi- 
cable Revenue from their Monopoly whilſt it exifted ; bat for a much 
more eſſential Reaſon ; that is, from the Corrective which this Me- 
thod adminiſtered to that Monopoly itſelf: It prevented the Britiſh 
Contractor from becoming doubly terrible to the natives, when the 
ſhould fee, that his Contract was in effect a Gran!, and therefore In 
cated particular Favour and private Influence with the ruling Members 
of an abſolute Government. Pro 10; 5 rs 9 Fu - 
On the Expiration of Mr. Mackenzie's Term, and but 'a fe 

Months after Mr. Sulivan's Arrival, the Governor General (as if the 
Contract was a Matter of Patronage, and not of Dealing) pitched 
upon Mr. Sulivan as the moſt proper Perſon for the Management of 
this critical Concern. Mr. Sulivan, though a perfect Stranger to 
Bengal, and to that Sort, and to all Sorts of local Commerce, made 
no Difficulty of accepting it. The Governor General was ſo fearful 
that his true Motives in this Buſineſs ſhould be miſtaken, or that the 
ſmalleſt Suſpicion ſhould: ariſe of his attending to the Company's 


Orders, that, far from putting ara (which A 
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vf its known Profits had become the object of ſuch Purſuit) to public 
Audion, he did not wait for receiving ſo much as a private Propoſal 
from Mr. Sulivan. The Secretary perceived that in the rough Draft 
of the Contract, the old Recital of a Propofal to the Board was 
inſerted as a Matter of Courſe, but was contrary to the Fact: He 
- therefore remarked it to Mr. Haſtings, Mr. Haſtings, with great 
- Indifference, ordered that Recital to be omitted; and the Omithon, 
with the Remark that Jed to it, has; with the {awe eaſy Indifference, 
been ſent over to his Maſters. © od 08 4 
Tpe Governor General and Council declare themſelves apprehen- 
five, that Mr. Sulivan might be a Loſer by his A upon Account 
f Troubles which they ſuppoſed exiſting in the Country which was 
the Object of it. This was the more indulgent, becanſe the Con- 
tractor was tolerably ſecured againſt all Loſſes. He received a certain 
Price for his Commodity; but he was not obliged to pay any cer- 
Tain Price to the Cultivator ; who, having no other Market than his, 
muſt ſell it to him at his own Terms, He was to receive Half the 
_ Yearly Payment by Advance; and he was not obliged to adyance to 
| the Cultivator more than what he e . expedient: But if this 
ould not be enough, he might (if he pleaſed) draw the whole Pay- 
ment before the total Delivery: Such were the Terms of the Engage- 
ment with him. He is a Contractor of a new Species, who employs 
no Capital whatſoever of his own, and has the Market of Compulſion 
at his entire Command. But all theſe Securities were not ſufficient 
to the anxious Attention of the Supreme Council for Mr. Sulivan's 
Welfare; Mr. Haſtings. had before given him the Contract without 
any Propoſal on his Part; and to make their Gift perfect, in a Second 
Inſtanceè they proceed a Step beyond their former ill Precedent, and 
8888 with Mr. Sulivan tor Four LVears. 
,  -- Nothing appears fo have been conſidered but the Benefit of the 
Contractor, and for this Purpoſe the Solicitude ſhewn in all the Pro- 
viſions could not be exceeded. One of the firſt Things that ſtruck 
Mr. Haſtings, as a Blemiſh on his Gift, was the Largeneſs of the 
Penalty, which he had on former Occaſions ſettled as the Sanction of 
the Contract; this he now diſcovered to be ſo great, as to be likely 
; — fruſt rate its End, by the Impoſſibility of recovering ſe large a Sum. 
How a large Penalty can prevent the Recovery of any, even the 
| ſmalleſt Part of it, is not quite apparent. In ſo vaſt a Concern as that 
of Opium, a Fraud which. at firſt Vie may not appear of much 
Importance, and which may be very difficult in the Diſcovery, may 
eaſily counterbalance the reduced Penalty in this Contract, which was 
tled in Wrecks of Mr. Sulivan at about . 20. %, e. 
Monopolies were (as the Houſe has obſerved) only tolerated Evils, 
and at beſt upon Trial; a Clauſe therefore was inſerted in the Con- 
bree tp Mackgnzie, annulling rhe Obligation if the Court of Direce 


wy 


the Opium was ſent to Calcutta without any Thing done to aſcertain 


tent. This Diſcontent it was neceſſary in ſome Manner to appeaſe. 


_ Complaint to the Board againſt this as well as other 
„ State; and this ſtrong Reflection, both on the Board of Trade 


| {67 >: As 
tors ſhould: re aboliſh the Monopoly; en e ee 


Mr. Sulivan, the Contract was without Difficulty purged of this ob- 
noxious Clauſe. The Term was made abſolute; the Monopoly ren- 
dered irrevocable; and the Diſcretion of the Directors wholly exclu- 
ded. Mr. Haſtings declared the reſerved Coridition to be no longer 
neceflary, * becauſe the Directors had approved the Monopoly. - 
The Chiefs and Councils at the principal Factories had been obli- 
ed to certify the Quantity and Quality of the Opium before its 
Franſport to Calcutta, and their Controul over the Contractor had 
been aſſigned as the Reaſon for not leaving to thoſe Factories the 
Management of this Monopoly. Now Things were changed. Orders 
were {ent to diſcontinue this Meaſure of iuvidious Precaution, and 


its Quality or even its Quantity. er nir FE 
An Office of Inſpection had been alſo appointed to examine the 
Quality of the Opium on its Delivery: at the capital Settlement. 
In order to eaſe Mr. Sulivan from this troubleſome Formality, 
Mr. Haſtings aboliſhed the Office; ſo that My. Sulivan was then 
totally freed from all Examination or Controul whatſoever, either 
firſt or laſt. r N . 
I beſe extraordinary Changes in favour of Mr. Sulivan, were at- 
tended with Loſſes to others, and ſeem to have excited much Diſcon- 


The Vendue Maſter, who was deprived of his accuſtomed Dues on 
the public Sales of the Opium by the private Dealing, made a formal 

1 — rela- 
tive to the ſame Buſineſs. He attributed the private Sale to * Reaſors 


and the Council Board, 'was paſſed over without Obſervation. He 
was quieted by appointing him to the Duty of theſe very Inſpectors, 
wholo Office had been / juſt aboliſhed as uſeleſs. ' The Houſe will 
judge of-the Efficacy” of the Revival of this Office by the Motives 
to jt, and by Mr. Haſtings: giving that to one as a Compenſation, which 
had been executed by ſeveral as a Duty, However, the Orders for 
— away the precautionary Inſpection at Patna ftill remained in 
orce. 09:4 1:42 T4 | 
Some Benefits, which had been given to former Contractors at the 
Diſcretion of the Board, were no longer held under that looſe Indul+ 
ence, but were ſecured to Mr. Sultvan by his Contract. Other 
1 of a leſſer Nature, and to which no conſiderable Objec- 
tion could be made, were, on the Application of a Mr. Benn, calling 
himſelf his Attorney, granted. | Ls 1 "TY 
Your Committee examining Mr. Higginſon, late a Member of the 
Board of Trade, on that Subject, were informed, that this Contract, 
very ſoon after the making, was generally underſtood at n. to 
55 , Ss have 
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bare been {61d to this Mr. Benn ; but he could not  particularize the 
Sum for which it had been aſſigned; and that Mr. Benn had after- 
wards ſold it to a Mr. Young, By this Tranfaction it appears clearly, 


that the Contract was crate Sulitan for no other Purpoſe than 


to ſupply him with a Sum of Money; and the Sale and Re-fale ſeem 


ſtrongly to indicate, that the Reduction of the Penalty, and the other 


Fi le Conditions, were not granted for his Eaſe, in a Buſineſs 
which he never was to execute, but; to heighten the Value of the 
Object which he was to ſell. Mr. Sulivan was at the Time in Mr. 
Haſtings's Family, accompanied him in his Progreſſes, and held the 
OKſkes of Judge Advocate. 
Tbe Monopoly given for theſe Purpoſes thus permanently ſecured, 
all Power of Reformation cut off; and almoſt every Precaution againſt 
Fraud and Oppreſſion removed, the Supreme Council found, or pre- 


tended to find, that the Cotinnodity for which they had juſt made 


ſuch à Contract, was not a ſaleable Article; and, in confequence of 


| this Opinion or Pretente, entered upon a daring Speculation; hitherto 


unthought of, that, of ſending the Commodity on the Company's 
Account to the Market of Canton. The Council alledged, that the 
Dutch being driven from Bengal, and the Seas being infefled with 
3 this Commodity had 


— 


n- been true, Mr. Haſtings's Oonduct could admit of no 
Excuſe. He ought not to burthen a falling Market by long and 


heavy Engagements. He ought ftudiouſly to have kept in his Power 
the Means of proportioning- the Supply -to- the Demand. But his 


Arguments, and thoſe of the Council on that Occaſion, do not deſerve 
the fmalleſt Attention. Facts, to which there is no Teſtimony \but 
the Aﬀertion of thoſe who produce them in Apology for the ill Conſe- 

Pirie of their own irregular Actions, cannot be admitted. Mr. 


ſtings and the Council had nothing at all to do with that Bufineſs : 


| Court of Directors had wholly taken the Management of Opium 
out of his and their Hands, and by a fotemn Adjudication fixed. it in 
the Board of Trade. But after it had continued there ſome Years, 


Mr. Haftings, a little before his Grant of the Monopoly to Mr. Suli- 
van, though proper to reverſe the Decree of his Maſters, and by his 


own Authority to recall it to the Council. By this ſtep he became 


reſponſible for all the Conſequences. 


* Thee Board of Trade appear indeed to merit Reprehenſion for dif- 


_ poſing of the Opium by private Contract, as by that Means the 


unerring Standard of the public Market cannot be applied to it; but 


they juſtified themſelves by their Succeſs: And One of their Mem- 
bers informed Your Committee, that their laſt ſale had been a good 


one; and, though he apprehended a Fall in the next, it was not ſuch 
as, in. the Opinion of your Committee, could juſtify the Council 
General in having Recourſe to untried and hazardous Speculations of 
: „ Commerce, 
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Commerce. It appears that there muſt have been a Market,” and one 
ſufficiently lively. They aſſign as a-Reafſon of this aſſigned Dullnefs 
of Demand, that, the Dutch had been expelled from Bengal, and 
could not carry the uſual Quantity to Batavia: but the Danes were 
not expelled from 1 and Portugueſe Ships traded there; neither 
of them were interdicted at Batavia, and the Trade to the Eaſtern 
Ports was free to them. The Danes actually applied for and obtained 
an Increaſe of the Quantity to which their Purchaſes had been limi- 
ted; and, as they aſked, ſo they received, this Indulgence as a great 
Favour. It does not appear, that they were not very ready to ſup- 
ply the Place of the Dutch. On the other hand, there is no Doubt 
that the Dutch would moſt gladly receive an Article convenient, if 
not neceſſary, to the Circulation of their Commerce, from the Danes, 
or under any Name; nor was it fit that the Company ſhould uſe an 
extreme Strictneſs in any Enquiry concerning the neceſſary Diſpoſal 
of one of their own ſtaple Commodities. PEE 1 

The Supply of the Canton Treaſury with Funds for the Proviſion 
of the next Year's China Inveſtment, was the Ground of this Plan; 
but the Council General appear ſtill to have the particular Advantage 
of Mr Sulivan in View; and, not ſatisfied with breaking fo many 
of the Company's Orders for that Purpoſe, to make the Contract an 
Object faleable to the greateſt Ad vantage, were obliged to transfer _ 
their perſonal Partiality from Mr. Sulivan to the Contract itſelf, and 
to hand it over to the Aſkgnees through all their Succeſſions. Whew 
the Opium was delivered, the Duties and Emoluments of the Con- 


tractor ended; but (it appears from Mr. Williamſon's Letter, 18th © . 


October 1781, and it is not denied by the Council General) thignew 
Scheme furnfſhed them with a Pretext of making him Broker for Ching 
Inveſiment, with the Profit of a new Commiſſfion—to what Amount does 
not appear: But here their conſtant and vigilant, Obſerver, the Ven- 
due Maſter, met them again: They ſeemed to live in no ſmall Terror 
of this Gentleman. To ſatisfy him for the Loſs of his Fee, to which 
he was intitled upon the public Sale, they gave him alſo a Commiſ- 
fion of One per Cent. on the Inveſtment. Thus was this Object 
loaded with a double Commiſſion, and every Act of Partiality to one 
Perſon produced a chargeable Compenſation to ſome other for the 
Injuſtice that ſuch Partiality produced. Nor was this the Whole. 
The Diſcontent and Envy excited by this Act, went infinitely farther 
than to thoſe immediately affected, and ſomething or other was to be 
found out, to ſatisfy as many as poſſible. at 2 . 
As ſoon as it was diſcovered that the Council entertained a Defiga 
of opening. a Trade on thoſe Principles, it immediately engaged the 
Attention of ſuch as had an Intereſt in Speculations of Freight. 
A Memorial ſeems to have been drawn early, as it is dated on the 
29th of March, though it was not the Firſt publicly preſented to the 
Board. This Memorial was preſented on the 17th of September ihne 
GS bs 4 ; 1 


nor General; and it contai 
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For it is obvious that Contraband Trade muſt exi 
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by Mr. Wheler, . he ſays) to the Deſire of the Gover- 
| ned a long and elaborate Diſſertation on 
the Trade to China, tending ta prove the Advantage of extending the 
Sale of Engliſh Manufactures and other Goods to the North of that 
Country, beyond the uſual Emporium of European Nations. This 
aAtmple, and not ill-reaſoned theoretical Performance, (though not al- 
together new, either iii Speculation or Attempt) ended by a practical 
Propoſition, very ſhort indeed of the Ideas opened in the Preliminary 
Diſcourſe, but better adapted to the immediate Effect. It was, That 
the Company ſhould undertake the Sale of its own Opium in China, 
and commit the Management of the Buſineſs to the Memoriatiſt, 
Who offered to furniſh them with a ſtrong armed Ship for that Pur- 
| po. The Offer was accepted, and the Agreement made with him, 
for the Tranſport of 'I'wo Thouſand Cheſts. © | YE 
A Propoſal by another Perſon was made the July following the Date 
of this Project; it appears to have been early in the formal Delivery 
at the Board; this was for the Export of One thouſand Four hundred 
and Eighty Cheſts. This too was accepted, but with new. Conditions 
And Reſtrictions ; for in fo vaſt and ſo new an Undertaking, great 
Difficulties occurred. In the firſt Place, all Importation of that 
Commodity is rigorouſly forbidden by the Laws of China. The 
Impropriety of a political Trader, who is Lord over a great Empire, 
being concerned in_a contraband Trade upon his own Account, did 
not ſeem in the leaſt to affect them; but they were ſtruck with the 
obvious Danger of ſubjecting their Goods to Seizure, by the Vaſt- 
neſs of the prohibited Import. To ſecure the larger Adventute, 
they require of the China Factory that Colonel Watſon's Ship ſhould 
enter the Port of Canton as an armed Ship (they would not ſay a Ship 
of War, though that muſt be meant) that her Cargo ſhould not be 
reported; they alſo ordered that other Meaſures ſhould be adopted to 
ſecure this prohibited Article from Seizure. _ „ 
If the Cargo ſhould get in ſafe, another Danger was in View 
the overloading the Chineſe Market, by a Supply . 10 the Demand: 
8 by ſmall Quan- 
tities of Goods poured in by Intervals, and not by great Importa- 
"tions at one Time. To guard againſt this Inconvenience, they divide 
their Second, though the ſmaller Adventure, into Two Parts, one 
of which was to go to the Markets of the barbarous Natives which 
inhabit the Coaſt of Malacca, where the Chance of its being diſpoſed 
of by Robbery or Sale, were at leaſt equal. If the Opium ſhould 
be diſpoſed of there, the Produce was to be inveſted in Merchandize 
ſaleable in China, or in Dollars if to be had; the other Part (about 
One Half) was to go in Kind directly to the Port of Canton. 


»The Dealing at this Time ſeemed. cloſed : But the Gentlemen 
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bo chartered the Ships, always recolleCting ſomething, ap- 
plied anew to the Board, to be furniſhed with Cannon from the 
| 85 0 Company's 
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4 the reathly diſpoſed of at the ſeveral Places where it was neceſſary for 
_ < the Ship to touch for Wood and Water, or Intelligence during her 


leave behind. Such an extraordinary eagerneſs to deal in Opium, 


Market, on which this Trade was undertaken for the Company's 


. Freighters, and the Permiffion of a trading Voyage, were granted 


paid. The Company's Treaſure was wholly exhauſted; and even its 


( 4 81 ) | 

Company's Ordnance. Some” was delivered | x6 them; but the Office 
of Ordnance (ſo heayily expenſive to the Company) was not ſuffl- 
cient” to ſpare a few iron guns for a Merchant Ship. Qrders were 

ven to caſt a few Cannon; and an Application made to Madras, at a 

houſand Miles Diſtance, for the Reſt. Madras anſwers, that they 
cannot exactly comply with the Requiſition; But ftill the Board at 
Bengal hopes better Things from them than they promiſe, and flatter” 
themſelves that, with their Aſſiſtance, they mall properly arm a ſhip” 
of Thirty-two guns. AY os MO 

"Whilſt theſe Diſpoſitions were making, the firſt Propoſer, 8 ; 
Advantages from the circuitous Voyage of the Second, which bad 
eſcaped his Obſervation to make amends for his. firſt Omiſſion, im- 
proved both on his own Propofal, and on that of the Perſon who had 
improved on him. He therefore applied for Leave to take Two hun- 
dred and Fifty Cheſts on his own Account, which he ſaid could 


intended Voyage through the Eaſtern I/lands.” As a Corrective to this 

extraordinary Requeſt, he aſſured the Board, that if he ſhould meet 
with any unexpected Delay at theſe Markets, he would ſend their 
Cargo to its Deſtination, having ſecured a ſwiſt- ſuiling Sloop for the 
Protection of his Ship, and this Sloop he propoſed in ſuch a Caſe to 


lets in another View of the Merits of the alledged Dullneſs of the 


Account. 


The Council, who had with great Condeſcenſion and official Faci- 
lity conſented to every Demand hitherto made, were not reluctant 
with regard to this laſt. The Quantity of Opium required hy the 


without Heſitation. The Cargo having become far more Valuable by 
this ſmall Infuſion of private Intereſt, the Armament which was deemed 
ſufficient to defend the Company's large Share of the Adven- 
ture, was now diſcovered to be unequal to the Protection of the 
Whole, For the Convoy of theſe two Ships the Council hire and 
arm another, How they were armed, or whether in fact they were 
properly armed at all, does not appear. It is true that the Supreme 
Council propoſed, that theſe Ships ſhould alſo convey Supplies to 
Madras; but this was a ſecondary Conſideration. — their primary Ob- 
ject was the Adventure of Opium. To this they were permanently 
attached and were obliged to attend to its final Deſtination. 

The Difficulty of difpoſing of the Opium, according to this Project, 
being thus got over, a material preliminary Difficulty ill ſtood in the 
Way of the whole Scheme. The Contractor, or his Aſſignees, were to be 


Credit was exceedin Ly ſtrained, The latter, however, was the bet« 
SEL. Com. Rep. IX. M ter 
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tet Reſource, and to this they reſolved to apply . The „therefore, at 
different Times, opened “ of One Hundred. 27 


Pounds each; The Firſt was reſerved for the Company's Servants, 


civil and military, to be diſtributed in Shares according to their Rank; 


the other was more general. The terms of both Loans were, that the 
Riſpue of the Voyage was to be on Account of the Company. The 
Payment was to be in Bills (at a rate of Exchange ſettled from the 
Supercargoes at Canton) upon the ſame Company, In whatever Pro- 
portion the Adventure ſhould fail, either in the ſhips not ſafely arriv- 
ing in China or otherwiſe, in that Proportion the Subſcribers were to 

content themſelves with the Company's Bonds for their Money, bearing. 


Eight per Cent Intereſt. A Share in this Subſcription was tought, 
.exceeding deſirable ; For Mr. Haſtings writes from Benares, where he 


was employed in the Manner already reported and hereafter to be ob- 
ſerved upon, requeſting that the Subſcription ſhould be left open to his 
Officers, who were employed in the military Operations againſt Cheyt. 
Sing; and accordingly, Three Majors, Seven Captains, 15 


. 


who, attended him, were admitted to 


Majors, wenty-thres. 
Lieutenants, the ah. Nane to the Detachment, 5 Two 


Civil Servants of high Rank, 
ſubſeribbtee. . | | I LED 
Bills upon Europe without Intereſt are always preferred to the 
ompany's Bonds, even at the high Intereſt allowed in India. They 


are indeed ſo greedily ſought there, and becauſe they tend to bring an 


immediate and vilible Diſtreſs in Leadeuball Street) fo much dreaded 
here, that by an Act of Parliament the Company's Servants are re- 
ſtricted from drawing Bills beyond a certain —— upon the Com- 
pany in England. | CO ut on Ay „ 
In Bengal they have been reſtrained to about One Hundred and Eighty 
thouſand Pounds annually, The Legiſlature, influenced more ſtrongly 
with the ſame Apprehenſions, has reſtrained the Directors, as the 
DireQors have Ps CAE} their Servants; and have gone fo far as to 
call in the Power of the Lords of the Treaſury to authorize the Accp- 
tance of any Bills beyond an Amount preſcribed in the Act. 

Ihe falſe Principles of this unmercantile Tranſaction (to ſpeak. of 
it it in the mildeſt Terms) were too groſs not to be viſible to thoſs 
who contrived it. That the Company ſhould be made to borrow 
ſuch a ſum as Two hundred thouſand Pounds * at Eight per Cent, 
(or Terms deemed by the Company to be worſe) in order firſt to buy 
a Commodity, repreſented by themſelves as depreciated in its ordinary 
Market, in order afterwards to carry one Half of it through a circuj+ 
tous Trading Voyage, depending for its ultimate Succeſs on the pru- 
dent and fortunate Management of Two or Three Sales, wg, ware 


oy . 


The whole Sum has not been actually raiſed; but the Deficiency is not 
very conſiderableQ.. „ N 2 hf it 
2 51 a — 


- 


2 China Inveſtment. For this Purpoſe the Perſon, whoſe Propo al is 
the 
of the Company againſt the Monopoly of the Chineſe Merchants; — 


60630 


| wy Oy : 75 2 . . YR, Wh 
chaſes and Re-ſales ef Goods, and the Chance of Two of Three Mars 
kets, with all the Riſques of Sea and Enemy, was plainly-no Under- 
raking for ſuch à Body. The Activity, private Intereſt, and the ſharp 
Eye of perſonal Superintetidency, may now and then ſucceed in ſuch 
Projects; but the remote Inſpection and unwieldy Movements of great 


public Bodies can find nothing but Loſs in them. Their Gains, com- 


overt rr ought to be upon ſure Grounds ; but here. (as the 
Council ftates the Matter) the private Trader actually declines to deal; 
which is à Proof more than neceffary to demonſtrate the extreme Im- 
prudence of ſuch an Undertaking on the Company's Account. Still 
ſtronger and equally obyious Objections lay to" that Member of the 
Project which regards the Introduction of a contraband Commodity 
into China, ſet at ſuch a Rifque of Seizure, not only of the imme» 
diate" Object tõ be ſmuggled in, but of all the Company's Property 
in Canton, and poſſibly at a Hazard to the Exiſtence of the Britin 
Facto ry at that W bo 2877 Rn * 472M WI | be : 
It is ſtated indeed, that a mioriopolizing Company in Canton, called 


. 


* 


the Cohong, had reduced Commetce there to a deplorable” State, and 


had rendered the gains of Private Merchants, either in Opium or any 
Thing elſe, fo ſmall” and fo precarious, that they were no longer able, 
by purchaſing that Article, to furniſn the Company with Money for 


accepted; declares his Project to be, to ſet up a Monopoly on the Part 


but as the Chineſe Monopoly is at Home, and fupported (as the 


Minute referred to aſſerts) by the Country Magiſtrates, it is plain it 
is the Chineſe Company not the Engliſn, which muſt peter 


ibe the 
Terms; particularly in a Comm dity,” which, if withheld from 
them at their Market Price, they can, whenever they pleaſe; be certain 
of purchaſing a condemned Contraband. 
There are Two farther” Citcumſtances in this TranſaQion which 
ſtrongly mark its Character; the Firſt is, That this Adventure to 
China was not recommended to them by the Factory at Canton; it 
was dangerous to attempt it without their previous Advice, and an 
Aſſurance grounded on the State of the Market, and the Diſpoſitions 
of the Government, that the Meaſure, in a Commercial Light, would 
he profitable; or at leaſt ſafe. '' Neither was that actory applied to on 


the State of the Bills which, upon their own Account, they might be 


direct them to draw Bills to ſo enormous an Amount. xn. Fa 
The Second remarkable Circumſtance is, That the, Board of Trade 
in Calcutta (the proper Adminiſtrator of all that relates to the Com- 
pany's [nveſtment) does nor ſeem to have giyen its Approbation to the 
ProjeEt, or to have been at all conſulted upon it. The Sale of Opium 
had been adjudged to the Board of Trade for the expreſs Purpoſe of 
ſelling it in Bengal, not „ and of employing the Produce 
11 vi 2 | : 3 


obliged to draw upon Europe, at a Time when the Council of Bengal 
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ſuch- Sale / in the Manufactures of the Country in which the original 


mmodity was produced. On the Whole it appears a mere trading 
Speculation of the Council, invading the Department of others, without 
Lights of its own, without Authority, or Information from any other 
Quarter. In a commercial View, it ſtraitaned the Company's Inveſt- 


ment, to which it was. deſtined: As a, Meaſure of, Finance, it is 


Contrivance, by which a Monopoly, formed, for the Inereaſe- of Re- 
venue, inſtead of becoming one of its Reſources, involves the Trea- 


fury, in the Firſt Inſtance, in a Debt of TwWo hundred thouſand | 


n 


Pounds, | af on neon) ft mo won ns rut To vwnovgty 
„I Mr. Haſtings, oh, the Expiration of Mr, Mackenziz's. Conta 
{ts Advantages b 

had put himſelf in a Situation to do his Duty, ſome immediate Loſs to 


| ich to the Company had been long doubtful) 
the Revenue would have been the. worlt Conſequence of the alledged 


preciation: Probably it would not 5 been conſiderable. Mr. Mae- 
kenzie's Contract, which at firſt was for 


neh n nave ſecured then n any Loſs at all. But they 
purſued another Plan: Tbeꝝ carefully put all Remedy ſtill longer out 
of their Reach, by givin * Contract for Four Years.. Io cover 
all, theſe irregularities, they intereſt the Settlement in their Fayour, 
by holding out to them the moſt tempting of all Baits, in a/Chance 
3. / Goa Oleny vargae 3-907 to 
In this Manner the Servants Abroad have conducted themſe 


with regard to Mr. Sulivan's Contract for Opium, and the. Diſpoſal 


4 


of the, Commodity. In England, the Court, of Directors took jt into 


Conſideration. , Firſt as to the, Contract, in a Letter dated 22th, July 
1782, they ſay, that * Haying, condemned the. Contract entered into 


with Mr. Mackenzie for the Proviſion, of Opium, they cannot but 
* be ſurprized at your having concluded a new Contract for Four Years - 


& relative to that Article with Mr. Stephen Sulivan, without leaving 
*the Deciſion of it to the Court of Directors. 
N The Sentiments gf, the Directors are proper, and worthy of Perſons 
in public Truſt. 1 eir Surprize indeed, at the Diſobedience to their 
Others, is not perfeAly natural in thoſe, who for many ears have 
feargely been obeyed; in a ſingle Inſtance. They probably aſſerted 
their n Time, with as much Vigpur as their:Condition 

. | i nt Sui , 


They proceed: We do not mean [(f{ay_ they) to convey any 


* Cenfure on Mr. Sulivan reſpecting, the Tranſaction; but we cannot 


„ withhold our Diſpleaſure from the Governor General and Council, 
« at Tuch an Inſtance, of Contempt of our Authority.“ They then pro- 
ceed juſtly to cenſure the Removal of the Inſpection, and ſome other 
Particulars of this groſs Proceeding. As to the Criminality of the 
Parties it is undoubtedly true, that a Breach of Duty in Sur gane 
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Three ears, had been only 

phone] for a Lear. Had the fame, Courſe been purſued. with; Mr. 

Suliran, they would have had it in their Power to adopt ſome Plan, 
which might have ſecured them 7 


\( 85)) | 
bighly aggravated) by the Rank, Station, and Truſt of the offendiag 


Party. But no Party in ſuch Conſpiracy to break Orders, appear 
to us, wholly free from Fault. | E 72555 

2. The Diredtors did their Duty in reprobating this Contract; but it 
is the Opinion of Your Committee, that farther Steps ought. to be 
taken to enquire into the legal Validity of a Tranſaction, which ma- 
nifeſtly attempts to prevent the Court of Directors from applying any 
Re to a Grievance, which has been for Years the conſtant Subject 
of Complaints. 4 45 . ieee, | 
Both Mr. Sulivan and Mr. Haſtings are the Company's Servants, 
baund by their Covenants and their Oaths to promote the Intereſt 
of their! Maſters, and both. equally bound to be obedient. to their 
Orders. If the Governor General had contracted with a. Stranger, 
not, apprized of the Company's Orders, and not bound by any previous 
| t, the Contract might have been good: But whether a 
Contract made between Two Servants, contrary. to the Orders of their 
common. Maſtzr, and to the Prejudice of his known Intereſt; be a 
Breach of Truſt on both Sides; and whether the Contract can in 
Equity have Force to bind the Company, whenever they ſhall be in- 
clined to free themſelves, and the Country they govern, from this 
miſchievous Monopoly, Your Committee think a Subject worthy of 
With regard to the Diſpoſal of the Opium. the Directors very pro- 
perly condemn the direct Contraband; but they approve the Trading 
oyage. The Directors have obſerved nothing conceraing the Loans. 
They: probably reſerved that Matter for future Conſideration, 

In no Affair has the Connection between Servants abroad and Perſons 
in Power among the Proprietors of the India Company, been more 
diſcernible than in this: But if ſuch Confederacies, cemented by ſuch 
Means, are ſuffered to paſs without due Animadverſion, the Authority 
of Parliament 'muſt become as inefhcacious as all other Authorities 
have proved, to reſtrain the Growth of Diſorders either in India or 
in Europe. 2 70 ty 1-7 | 
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THE Reports made hy the Two Committees of the Houſe, which 
ſat in the Years 1772 and 1773, of the State and Conduct of the 
Inland Trade of Bengal up to that Period, haye aſfiſted the Euqui- 
ries of Your Committee, with reſpect to the Third and laſt Article 
of Monopoly, viz. that of Salt; and made it unneceſſary. for them 
to enter into ſo minute a Detail on that Subject, as they have done on 
ſome others. 3 . er # 
- Your: Committee find, That the late Lord Clive conſtantly afferted, 
that the Salt Trade in Bengal had been a Monopoly Time immemorial; 
UDLLY'SS | g that 


8 . | 
that it ever was and ever muſt be a Monopoly; and that Coja Wazid, 


and other Merchants long before him, had given to the Nabobh and 


his Miniſters, Two hundred thouſand Pounds per Annum for th&ex- 
ctuſive Privilege. The Directots, in their Letter of the 24th De- 
cember, 1776, Paragraph 76, ſay, that it has ever been in a great 
Meafure an excluſive Trade. 
The Secret Committee report, That under the Government of the 
Nabobs, the Duty en Salt made in Bengal was Two and à Half per 
Cent. made by Muſſulmen, and Five per Cent. paid by Gentoos. On 
the Acceſſion of Mir Caſſim in 1760, the Claim of * 
| rants to trade in Salt, Duty-free, was firſt avowed, Mr. Vanſittart 
made an agreement with' him, by which the Duties ſhould be fixed 
at Nine per Cent. The'Conncil annulled the agreement; and reduced 
the Duty to Two and a Half per Cent. On this, Mir Caſſim ordered, 
chat no Cuſtoms or Duties whatſoever ſhould be collected for the 
future. But a Majority of the Council (22d March 1763 reſolved) 
that the makin the Exemption general was & Breach of the .oinpany's 
Privileges; and that the Nabob uld be poſitively required to recall 
ir, and collect Duties as before from the Country 'Merchants/' and 
all other Perſons who had not the Protection of the Company's 
Daſtack. — The Directors, as the evident Reaſon of the Thing, and 


as their Duty required, diſapproved highly of theſe Tranſactions, and 


ordered (8th February 1564) 4 final amd effe inal Stop 10 be put to 


te Inland Trade in galt, and ſeveral other Articles of Commeree. But 
other Polities and other Tntereſts prevalled; ſo that in the May fol- 
lowing, a General Court reſolved, that it ſhould be recommended te 
che Court of Directors to re-conſider the preceding Orders. In con- 
ſequence of which, the Directors ordered the Governor and Council 
to form a Plan, in Concert with the Nabob, for regulating the Inland 
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POETS l | How sls 
On theſe laſt Orders Lord Clive's Plan was formed in 17655 for 
. engroffing the ſole Purchaſe of Salt, and dividing the Profits among the 
Company's ſenior Servants. The Directors, who had hitherts' relue- 
tantly given way to a Monopoly under any Ideas, or for any Pur- 
poles, diſapproved of this, Plan, and op the 17th May 1766, ordered 
tt to be aboliſhed; but they ſubſtituted no other in its Room. In this 
Manner Things continued until November 1767, when the Directors 

repeated their Orders for excluding all Perſons whatever, exceptin 
the Natives only, from being concerned in the Inland Trade in Salt; 
and they declared, that (vide Par. o) uch Trade is hereby aboliſbed 
c and put a final End to.” — In the ſame Letter (Par. 92) they or- 
dered, that the Salt Trade ſhould be laid open to the Natives in gene- 
ral, ſubject to ſuch a Duty as miglit produce One hundred and 
twenty thouſand Pounds a Year, This Policy was adopted by the 
Legiſlature. In the Act of 1773, it was expreſſſy provided, that it 
ſhould not be lawful for any of his Majeſty's Subjects, to engage, in- 
| termeddle 
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termed or be any, way concerned, directly or. indireQly, in the, 
Inland Trade in Salt, — bh on the India el 8 3 8 
Under the poſitive orders of the Company, the Yate Trade appears 
to have continued open from 1768 to 1772, The Act indeed con- 
tained an exception in Favour of the Company, and left them a Liberty 
of dealing in Salt upon their own. Account. But ſtill this Policy re- 
mained unchanged, and their Orders unrevoked. But in the Lear 
177, without any Inſtruction from the Court of Directors indicating 
a Change of Opinion or Syſtem, the whole Produce Was again mono- 
polized, proſeſſedly for the Uſe of the Company, by Mr. Haſtings.— 
peaking of this = he ſays: (Letter to the Directors, 22d Fe- 
bruary 1775) © No new Hardſhip has been impoſed upon the Salt 
% Manufacturers by taking the Management of that Article into the 
% Hands of Government; the only Difference is, that the Profit, 
« which was before reaped by Engliſh Gentlemen and by Banians, 
« is now acquired by the Company.” — In May 1766, the Directors 
had condemned the Monopoly on any Condition whatſoever, © At that 
Time, they thought it neither conſiſtent with their Honour nor their 
« Digaity to promote ſuch an excluſive Trade.“ They conſidered” 
« it too as diſgraceful. and below the Dignity their pan . Situation, 
& to allow of ſuch a Monopoly; and that, were they to allow it, un- 
* der any Reſtrictions, they ſhould confider themſelves as aſſenting and 
* ſubſcribing to all the Miſchiefs which Bengal had preſented to them 
« for Four Years paſt.” | | : 5 
Notwithſtanding this folemn Declaration in their Letter of 24th 
December 1776, they approve the Plan of Mr. Haſtings, . and ſay, 
that the Monopoly on its preſent Footing can be no conſiderable 
« Grievance to the Country,” &c. nee ee ee 
This however was a rigorous Monopoly. The Account given of it 
by General Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis, in their 
Minute of 11th January 1775, in which the Situation of the Molun- 
gees, or Perſons employed in the Salt Manufacture, is particularly 
deſcribed, is ſtated at length in the Appendix. Mr. Haſtings himſelf 
fays, “ The Power of 'obliging Molungees to work, has been cuſto- 
„mary from Time immemorial.” . | | 
Nothing but great and clear Advantage to Government could account 
for, and nothing at all perhaps could juſtify, the Revival of a Mono- 
poly thus cireumſtanced. The Advantage propoſed by its Revival, was 
the transferring the Profit, which was before reaped by Engliſh Gen- 
tlemen and Banians, to the Company. The Profits of the former 
were not problematical. It was to be ſeen what the Effect would be 
of a Scheme to transfer them to the latter, even under the manage- 
ment of the Projector himſelf. In the Revenue Conſultations of Sep- 


tember 1766, Mr. Haſtings ſaid. Many Cauſes have ſince combined 


ff to reduce this Article of Revenue alms/t 10 nothing. The Plan 
„ which I am now inclined ta recommend for the future Management 
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« of the Salt Revenue, differs widely from that” which J adopted un- 
der different Circumſtances,” ſong one Mey ph Surg ug { 
It appears that the ill Succeſs of his former Scheme did not deter him 
from recommending another. Accordingly,” in July” 19979,” Mr. 
Haſtings propoſed, and it was refolved, That the Salt Mahils ſhould 

be let,” w:th the Lands, to the Farmers and Zemindars, for a Read 
Money Rent, including Duties; the Salt to be left to their Diſpoſal. 
After forne Trial of this Method, Mr. Haſtings thought fit to aban- 
dem it. In September 1780, he changed his Plan a third- time,” and 
propoled the Inſtitution of a St Office = the Salt was to be again en- 
zroſſed for the Benefit of the Company, and the Management con- 
ducted by a Number of Salt Agents. e 
From che preceding Facts it appears, that in this Branch of the 
Company's Government, little Regard has been paid to the Eaſe and 
Welfare of the Natives; and that the Directors have no where ſhewn 
greater Inconfiſtency than in their Orders on this Subject. — Yet Salt, 
confidering it as a Neceſſary of Life, was by no Means a fafe and pro- 
per Subject for ſo many Experiments and Innovations. For Ten Years 
together, the Directors reprobated the Idea of ſuffering this Neceſſary 
of Life to be ingrofſed on any Condition whatſoever ;/ and ſtrictly prohi- 
bited all Europeans from trading in it. Yet, as ſoon as they were 
made to expect from Mr. Haſtings, that the Profits of the Monopoly 
ſhould de converted to their owu Uſe, they immediately Jocks, 
that it © could be no conſiderable Grievance to the Country.” and 
authorized its Continuance ; until he himſelf, finding it produced lit- 
tle or nothing renounced it of his own Accord. | Your Committee are 
apprehenfive that this will at alt Times, whatever flattering Appearance 
it may wear for a Time, be the Fate of any Attempt to monopolize 
the Salt for the Profit of Government. In the' firſt Inſtance, it will 
, raiſe the Price on the Conſumer beyond its juſt Level, but that Evil will 
foon be corrected by Means ruinous to the Company as Monopoliſts, 
viz. by the Embezzlement of their own Salt, and by the Importation 
of foreign Salt, neither of which the Government of Bengal may have 
Power tor any long Time to prevent. In the End, Government will 
probably be underſold, and beaten down to a lofing Price. Or, if 
they ſhould attempt to force all the Advantages from this Article, of 
which by every Exertion it may be made capable, it may diſtreſs ſome 
other Part of their Poſſeſſions in India, and deſtroy, or at leaſt impair, 
the natural Intercourſe between them. © Ultimately it may hurt Ben- 
itſelf, and the Produce of its Landed Revenue, by deſtroying the 
ent of that Grain, whieh it would otherwiſe barter for Salt. | 
Your Committee think it hardly neceſſary to obſerve, that the many 
Changes of Plan, which have taken place in the Management of the 
Salt Trade, are far from honourable to the Company's Gonvrdten ; 
and chat, even if the Monopoly of this Article were a profitable 
. Concern, it ſhould not be permitted, Excluſive of 'the Foes. 
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facturers of Salt, called 


Committee, that theſe 
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 fe& of chĩs and of all W "the Oppreſſions which the Manu - 
lun 


gees, ſtill ſuffer under it, though per- 
haps alleviated ia ſome Particulars, deſerve partieular Attention. 
There is Evidence enough on the Company's Records to ſatisfy Your 

eople have been treated wnh great Rigour ; 
and not only defrauded of the due Payment of their Like hut de- 


livered over like; Cattle in Succeſſion to different Maſters, who, under 


Pretence of bu) ing up the Balances due to their preceding Employers, 
find Means of keeping them in perpetual Slavery. For Evils of this 


Nature there can be no perfect Remedy, as long as the Monopoly 


continues. They are in the Nature of the Sow. and cannot be 
cured or effectually counteracted, even by a juſt and vigilant: Admi- | 


niſtration on the Spot. Maay Objections occur to the farming of 


any Branch of the public Revenue in Bengal, particularly againſt 
farming the Salt Lands. But the Dilemma to which Government by 
this dyſtem is conſtantly reduced, of authorizing great Injuſtice, or 
ſuffering great Lols, is alone ſufficient to condemn it. Either Go- 
vernment is expected to ſupport the Farmer or Contractor in all his 
Pretenſions, by an Exertion of Power which tends of Neceſſity to the 
Ruin of the Parties ſubjected to the Farmer's Contract, and to the 
Suppreſſion of free Trade; — or, if ſuch Aſſiſtance be refuſed him, 
he complains that he is not ſupported — that private Perſons interfere 
with his Contract — that the Manufacturers deſert their Labour, and 
that proportionate Deductions muſt be allowed him. 1 
Aſter the Reſult of their Examination into the general Nature 
and Effect of this Monopoly, it remains only for Vour Committee to 
enquire, whether there was any valid Foundation for that Declara- 
tion of Mr. Haſtings, which we conclude muſt have principally re- 
commended the Monopoly of Salt to the Favour of the Court of 
Directors; viz. that the Profit, which was before reaped by En- 
„ gliſh Gentlemen, and by Banians, was now acquired by the Com- 
6 pany.“ Os the contrary, it was proved and acknowledged before 
the Governor-General and Council, when they enquired into this 
Matter in March 1775, that the Chiefs and Councils of thoſe Diſ- 
tris in which there were Salt Mahls, reſerved particular Salt Farms 
for their own/Ulſe, and divided the Profits, in-certain ſtated Propor- 
tions, among themſelves and their Aſſiſtants. But, unleſs a Detail of 
theſe Tranſactions, and of the Perſons concerned in them, ſhould be 
called for by the Houſe, it is our Wiſh to avoid entering into it. On 
One Example only Your Committee think it juſt and proper ro infiſt, 
ſtating firſt to the Houſe on what Frinciples they have made this Se- 
lection. 5 WY | (553. t 

la purſuing their Enquiries, Vour Committee have endeavoured 
in View the Conduct of Perſons in the higheſt Sta- 


tion particularly of thoſe in whom the Legiſlature ite 
. Ser. Com. REP. IX. : N | . 2 


Company, 


"= 5 ( 90. 2» 8 
Company, have placed a ſpecial Confidence; judging that the Con- 
dukt of Let Perſons is not only moſt important in itſelf, but moſt 
likely to influence the ſubordinate Ranks of the Service, Your Com- 
mittee have alſo examined the Proceedings of the Court of Direc- 
tors, on all thoſe Inſtances of the Bahaviour of their Servants, that 
ſeemed to deſerve, and did ſometimes attract, their immediate Atten+ 
tion. They conſtantly, find, that the Negligence of the Court of 
Directors has kept Pace with, and muſt naturally have quickened the 
Srowth of the Practices which they have condemned. Breach of 
Duty Abroad will always go Hand in Hand with Neglect of it at 
Home, In general, the Court of Directors, though ſufficienily ſe- 
vere in cenſuring Offences, and ſometimes in — . thoſe whom 
they have regarded as Offenders of a lower Rank, appear to have ſuf- 
fered the moſt conſpicuous, and therefore the moſt dangerous, Exam- 
. ples of Diſobedience and Miſconduct in the Firft Department of their 
erVice, to paſs with a feeble and ineffectual Condemnation ; In thoſe 
Caſes, which they have deemed too apparent and too ſtrong to be diſ- 
regarded even with Safety to themſelyes, and againft which their heas 
vieſt Diſpleaſure has been declared, it appears to Your Committee 
that there Interference, ſuch as it was, had a miſchievous rather than 
a uſeful Tendency, A total Neglect of Duty in this Reſpect, how- 
ever culpable, is not to be compared, either in its Nature or in its 
Conſequences, with the deſtructive Principles on which they have 
acted. It has been their Practice, if nat Syſtem, to enquire, to 
cenſure, and not to puniſh, As long as the Miſconduct of Perſons 
in Power in Bengal was encouraged by nothing but the Hopes of Cons .. 
cealment, it may be preſumed, that they felt ſome Reſtraint upon 
their Actions, and that they ftood in ſome Awe of the Power placed 


over them. Whereas it is to be apprehended, that the late Conduct 
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of the Court of Directors tells them in Effect, that they have nothing 
to fear from the Certainty of a Diſcovery. | | 
On the ſame Principle on which Your Committee have generally 
limited their Reſearches to the Perſons placed by Parliament, or raiſed 
or put in Nomination by the Court of Directors to the higheſt Sta- 
tion in Bengal; it was alfo their original Wiſh to limit thoſe Enqui- 

ries to the Period at which Parliament interpoſed its Authority tas. 
tween the Gompany and their Servants, and gave a new Conſtitution 
to the Prefidency of Fort William. If the Company's Servants had 
taken a new Date from that Period, and if from thenceforward their 
Conduct had correſponded with the Views of the Legiſlature, it is 
probable, that a Review of the Tranſactions of remoter Periods would 
not have been deemed 23 and that the Remembrance of them 
would have been gradually effaced, and finally buried in Oblivion; 
But the Reports which Your Committee have already made, have 
men the Houle, that from the Year 1772, when thoſe Proceedings 
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2 '& © 
on- cottimenced in Parliament on which the Act of the —_—y Veit 
joft was founded, Abufes of every Kind have prevailed and multiplied in 
IMs Bengal to a Degree unknown in former Times, and are perfectly fof- 
ec- ficient to account for- the preſent Diſtreſs of the Cotnpany's Aare a 
hat both at Home and Abroad, The Afﬀair which Your Committee noy 
ten- lays before the Houſe, occupies too large a Space in the 1 
t ot Records, and is of too much Importance in every Point of View; to 
the, be paſſed over, Fn, A 
of Your Committee find, That in March 1775, a Petition was preſel- 
t at ted to the Governor- General and Council, by a Perſon called — 8 
| Kaworke, an Armenian Merchant refident at Dacca, (of which Divi- 
10m ſion Mr. Richard Barwell had lately been Chief) ſetting forth in Subs 
ſuf- ſtarice, That, in November 1772, the Petitionef had farmed a cer- 
am- tain Salt Diſtrict called Savage-poor, and had entered into a Contract 
heir wich the Committee of Circuit for providing and delivering to the 
hoſe India Company the Salt produced in that Diffie : That in 1773 he 
dil- farmed another called Se/imabag, on ſimilar Conditions: He alledges, 
heas that in February 1774, when Mr. Barwell arrived at Dacca, he char- 
ittes ged the Petitioner with 125,500 Rupees (equal to . 13, 600) as 4 
than Contribution; and in order to levy ity did the fame Year dedu&& 
o. 20,799 Rupees from the Amount of the Advance Money which was 
its ordered to be paid to the Petitioner, on Account of the India Com- 
jave If pany, for the Proviſion of Salt in the Two Farms; and, after doing 
5 x ſo, compelled the Petitioner to execute and give him Four different 
ſons Bonds for 77,62) Rupees, in the Name of one Porran Paul, for the 
Don- | Remainder of ſuch Contribution or unjuft Profit. r 
pon Such were the Allegations of the Petition relative to the unjuſt 
aced Exaction. The harſh Means of compelling the Payment make ano- 
duc ther and very material Part: For the Petitioner afferts, That in order 
ning io recover the Amount of theſe Bonds, Guards were placed over 
him, and that Mr. Barwell, by ill Ufage and Oppreſſions, recovered 
a from him, at different Times, 48,656 Arcot Rupees, beſides 28 
aiſed Rupees extorted by the Guard; — that, after this Payment, Two of - 
Sta- the Bonds, containing 36, 313 Rupees, were reſtored to him, and he 
4 vas again committed to the Charge of Four Peons (or Guards) to pay 

#2 the Amount of the remaining Two Bonds, The Petition farther + 
ation . charges, That the ſaid Gentleman and his People had alſo exdrted 
dad from the Petitioner other Sums of Money, which, taken together, 
their amount to 25 000 Rupees. , 
18 But the heavieſt Grievance alledged by him is, That after the Sums- 
roold of Money had been extorted on Account of the Farms, the Faith 
hem Þ uſual in ſuch Tranſactions is allowed hot to have been kept; but, afe - 
on; ter the Petitioner had been obliged to buy or eompoumd for the Farms, 
that they were taken from him; — © that the ſaid Richard Barwell, 
% Eſquire, about his Departure from Dacca in October 1774, for 
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© on Account of thoſe, Pergunnahs.” 


- Sum charged in the Petition. 


(92 ) 


6& Self-intereſt, wreſted from the Petitioner the aforeſaid Two Mahls 


« or Diſtricts, and farmed them to another Perſon, notwithſtanding 
«© he bad-extorted from the Petitioner a conſiderable Sum of Money 


Lg - 
5 \ 
. 4 4 


Y k * \ * o | w# | 5 * 
Too this Petition Your Copumittee find Two Accounts annexed, in 


which the Suma, ſaid to be paid to, or taken by Mr. Barwell, and the 
reſpective Dates of the ſeveral Payments, are ſpecified ; and they find, 
that the Account of Particulars agrees with and makes up the Groſs, 


= 


Mr. Barwell's immediate Anſwer to 155 receding Charge is con- 


tained: in Two Letters to the Board, dated 23d and 24th of March 


1775. The Anſwer is remarkable. He afferts, that the Whole of 
* Kaworke's Relation is a groſs Miſrepreſentation of Facts; — that 
„the ſimple Fact was, that, in January 1774, the Salt Mahls of 
8 ee and Selimabad became his, and were re-let by him to 


«© this Man, in the Names of Buſſant Roy and Kiſſen Deb, on Con- 


e dition that he ſhould account with him (Ar. Barwell) for Profits 


eto a certain Sum; and that he Mr. Barwell) engaged for Savage - 
c poor, in the Perſuaſion of its being a very profitable Farm: And he 
concludes with ſaying, If I am miftaken in my Reaſoning, and the 


i io add to my Fortune has warped my Judgment, in a Tranſaction 


© that may appear to the Board in a Light different to what I view it 


s in, it is. paſt ; I,cannot recall it; and I rather chooſe to admit an 


Error than deny a Fact.“ In his ſecond Letter he ſays, „To the 


_ * honourable Court of Directors I will ſubmit all my Rights in the 


Salt Contracts I engaged in; and, if in their Opinion, thoſe Rights 
& yeſt,1n the Company, I will account to them for the laſt, Shilling I 
have received from ſuch Contracts, my Intentions being upright ; 
and, as I never did wiſh to profit myſelf to the Prejudice of my 
«Employers, by their Judgment I will be implicitly directed.) 
The Majority of the Board defired that Kaworke's Petition ſhould 


- be. tranſmitted to England by the Ship then under Di-patch ; and it 


was accordingly ſent, with Mr. Barwell's Replies. Mr. Barwell 
moved, that à — .. ſhould be appointed to take into Confidera- 
tion what he had to offer on the Subject of Kaworke's Petition; and 
bers of the Council, except the Governor-General. | 

The Committee opened their Proceedings with _— Second 
Petition from Kaworke, containing corrected Accounts of Caſh, ſaid 
to be forcibly taken, and of the extraordinary and unwarrantable 
Profits taken or received from him by Richard Barwell, Eſquire; all 


2 Committee was accordingly appointed, ' confiſting of all the Mem- 


Which are inſerted at large in the Appendix. By theſe Accounts Mr. 
_ Barwell.js charged with a. Balance, or Debt, of 22,421 Rupees to 
' +; Kaworke. . The principal Difference between him and Mr. Barwell] 
ariſes. from a different Mode of Rating the Accounts acknowledged — 
2 2 | enn, 
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exiſt between them. In the Account Current, figned by Mr. Bar- 
well, he gives Kaworke Credit for the Receipt of 98,426 Rupees, 
and charges him with a Balance of 27,073 Rupees. 

The Pads, ſtated or admitted by Mr. Barwell, are as follow: 
That the Salt Farms of Selimabad and Savage-poor were his, and re- 
let by him to the Two: Armenian Merchants, Michael and Kaworke, 
on Condition of their paying him 125,000 Rupees, excluſive of their 
Engagements to the Company; that the Engagement was written in 
the Name of Buſſunt Roy and Kifjen Deb Sing: And Mr. Barwell ſays, 
that the Reaſon of its being in theſe People's Names was becauſe 
cc it was not thought conſiſtent with the public Regulations that the Names of 
% any Europeans ſhould appear. F * 


It is remarkable, that this policy was carried to ſtill greater Length: 
Means were uſed to remove ſuch an obnoxious Proceeding, as far as 


ble, from the public 1 and they were ſuch as will ſtrongly 


8 Hnpreſs the Houſe with the Facility of Abuſe, and the extreme Dith- 


culty of Detection in every Thing which relates to the Indian Admi- 
niſtration. For theſe ſubſtituted Perſons were again repreſented by 
che farther Suhſtitution of another Name, viz. Rada Churn Dey; 
whom Mr. Barwell aſſerts to be a real Perſon living at Dacca, and 
who food for the Factory of Dacca; whereas the Armenian affirms, 
that there was uo ſuch Perſon as Rada Churn, and that it was a ficti- 

Mr. Barwell, in his Juſtification, proceeds to affirm, That Coja 
Kaworke never had the Management of the Salt Mahls, “ but on 


„ Condition of accounting to the former Chief and to Mr. Barwell, for a 


ce ſpecified Advantage ' ari/ing from thim — That Mr. Barwell deter- 
© mined, (without he could reconcile the Intereſts of the Public with his own 
© private Emoluments, that he would not engage in this Concern. and 
„ that, when he took an Intereft in it, it was yar ſpecified Benefit in 
% Money, and every Condition in the public Engagement to be an- 


% ſwered. 


_ + Your Committee have Rated-'the preceding Facts in the ſame 
Terms in which they are ſtated by Mr. Barwell. The Houſe. is to 


judge how far they amount to a+ Defence againſt the e e con- 
tained in Kaworke's Petition, or to an Admiſſion of the Truth of 
the principal Part of it. Mr. Barwell does not allow that Compul- 


ſion was uſed to extort the Money, which he received from the Peti- 


tioner, or that the latter was diſpoſſeſſed of the Farms in Conſequence 
of an Offer made to Mr. Barwell by another Perſon ¶ Ramſunder Pau- 
let) to pay him a Lack of Rupees more for it. The Truth of theſe 
Charges: has not been aſcertained, They were declared by Mr. Bar- 
well to be falſe; but no Attempt was made by him to invalidate or 
confute them, though it concerned his Reputation, and it was his 
Duty in the Station wherein he was placed, that Charges of ſuch a 


' Nature ſhould have been diſproyed, at leaft the Accuſer ſhould have 


been 
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been puſhed to the Proof of them. Nothing of this Kind appears to 
have been done, or even attempted. ooo 
The TFranſaQtion itſelf, as it ftands,! is clearly collufive ; the Form 


in which it is conducted is clandeftine and myſterious in an extraor- 


dinary Degree; and the acknowledged Object of it, a great illicit 
| Profic, wry wig rr by an Agent and Truſtee of the Company, at 


the Expence of his Employers, and of which he confeſſes he has re- ; 


ceived a confiderable Part. Fo Se ERR 3 5 
The Committee of the Governor-General and Council appear to 


have cloſed their Proceedings with ſeveral Reſolutions, which, with 


- the Anſwers given by Mr. Barwell as a Defence, are inſerteil in the 


Appendix. The Whole ate referred thither together, on Account of 


the ample Extent of the Anſwer. - Theſe Papers will be found to 
throw confiderable Light, not only on the Points in queſtion, but on 
the ral Adminiftration of the Company's Revenues in Bengal. 
On ſome Paſſages in Mr. Barwell's Defence, or Account of his Con- 
* n offer the following Remarks to the Judgment 
the Houſe. | | | 


, 


Ia his Letter of the 234 March 1775, be ſage, That he engaged | 


| for Savage-poor im the Perſuaſion of its being a very profitable Farm. Inu 
this Place "rs Committee think it proper to Rats the 17th Article 
of the Regulations of the Committee of Circuit, formed in May 


1772, by the Prefident and Council, of which Mr. Barwell was a 


ember, together with their own Obſervations thereupon. . - 


--I7th. ©. That no Peſhcar, Banyan, or other Servant, of whatever 
ce Denomination, of the Collector, or Relation or Dependant of any 
<<- ſuch Servant, be allowed to farm Lands, nor directly or indirectly 
cc to hold a Concern in any Farm, nor to be Security for any Far- 


e mer; that the Collecter be ſtrictly enjoined to prevent ſuch Prac- 
< tices; and that, if it ſhall be diſcovered that any one, under a falſe 
c Name, or any Kind of Collufion, hath found Means to evade this 
« Order, he ſhall be ſubject to an heavy Fine, proportionate to the 
<< Amount of the Farm, and the Farm fall be re-let or made Khas : 
% And if it ſhall appear that the Collector ſhall have countenanced, 


e approved, or connived at a Breach of this Regulation, he ſhall 


« ftand ipſo facto diſmiſſed from his Collectorſhip. Neither ſhall 
European, directly or indirectly, be permitted to rent Lands i 
6 any Part of the Country.“ "pul e 
. E Remark by the Board. 


— 


. 17th. ,** If the Collector, or any Perſons who partake of his Autho · 
& rity, are permitted to be the Farmers of the Country, no other 
«© Perſons will dare to be their Competitors, of courſe they will ob- 
* tain the Farms on their own Terms. 7 ts not fit that the Servants of 
„„the Company ſhould be Dealers with their 1 . The Collector: 
* 3 | | 1 . | s* 2rs 
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«are Checks on the rad it a themſelves turn whoa 


c what Checks can be found for them? What Security will the Com 
« pany have for their Property, or where ure the Ryots to look for 
Relief againft Oppreſſions? N | | 
The Reaſons affigned for the preceding Regulation ſeem to Your 
Committee to be perfectly juſt ; but they can by no means be recon- 
ciled to thoſe, which induced Mr. Barwell to engage in the Salt Farms 
of Selimabad and Savage-poor. In the- firſt Place, his doing ſo is at 
le igth a dirett and avowed, though at firſt a covert Violation of the 
public Regulation, to which he was himſelf a Party, as a Member of 
the Government, as well as an act of Diſobedience to the Company's 
png Orders on this Subject. In their General Letter of the 17th 
ay 1766, the Court of Directors ſay, We poſitively order, that 
% no Covenanted Servant, or Engliſhman, refiding under our Protec- 
6 tion, ſhall be ſuffered to hold any Land for his own Account, di- 
5 realy or ber in his own Name or that of others, or to be 
te concerned in any Farms or Revenues whatſoe ver. 
Secondly.” If, inſtead of letting the Company's Lands or Farms to 
indifferent Perſons, their Agent or Truſtee be at Liberty to hold them 
himſelf, he will always (on Principles ſtated and adhered to in the _ 
Defence) have a ſofficient Reaſon for farming thera on his own Ac= 
count, ſince he can at all Times make them as profitable as he pleaſes; 
or, if he leaſes them to a Third Perſon, yet reſerves an intermediate 
Profit for himſelf, that Profit may be as great as he thinks fit, aud 
muſt be neceſſarily made at the Company's Expence. If, at the ſame 
Time, he be Collector of the Revenues, it will be his latereſt to re- 
commend Remiſſions in Favour of the nominal Farmer, and he will 
have it in his Power to ſink che Amount of his Collections. ? 
Theſe Principles, and the correſpondent Practices, leave the India 
Company without any n that all the Leaſes of the Lands of 
Bengal may got have been diſpoſed of, under that Adminiſtration 
which made the Five Years Settlement in 1772, in the fame Manner; 
and for the ſame Purpoſe. F 1 e e „ 
To enable the Houſe to judge how far this Apprehenſion may be 
founded, it will be proper to ſtate, that Mr. Nicholas Grueber, who 
preceded Barwell in the Chiefſhip of Dacca, in a Letter, dated 29th 
of - April 1775, declares, that he paid to the Committee of Circuit 
12,000 2 as their Profit on a ſingle Salt Farm; which Sum, 
he ſays, I paid the Committee, at their Requeſt, before their De- 
t parture from Dacca, and reimburſed myſelf out of the Atvantes 
directed to be iſſued for the Provifion of the Salt.“ Thus one illi- 
cit and miſchievous e always leads to another, and the ir- 
regular farming of Reyenye brings on the Miſapplication of the Com- 
gerciul Adnan, OD 
E Mr. Barwell 


* 


My (96 as 
e bis Fortune may poſſibly have warped his Judgment; and that, he rather 
e chaoſes to admit an Erner than deny a Fadt. But Your Committee 
are of Opinion, that the extraordinary Caution, and the intricate 
Contrivances, with which his Share in this Tranſaction is wrapped 
up, form à ſufficient ;Proof that he was not altogether mifled in his 


Nr. Barwell profeſſes himſelf to be ſenfible; thai a Ag bo add 5 


. Jud ent; and though there might be ſome Merit in acknowledgin 
an 


rror before it was diſcovered, there could be very little Confeſ- 


| Fon produced by previous Detection. VV 
The Reaſons. aſſigned by Mr. Barwell, in Defence of the clandeſ- 


tine Part of this Tranſaction, ſeem to Your Committee to be inſuf- 


fſlſicient in themſelves, and not very fit to be urged by a Man in his 


Station. In one Place he ſays, that it was not thought conſiſtent with 


S the public Regulations that the Names of any Europeans fhouid appear,” 


In another, he ſays, I am aware of the Obje&ion, that has been 
made to the Engliſh taking Farms under the Names of Natives, as 
L prohibited by the Company's Orders; and I muſt deviate a little 

upon this. It has been generally underſtood - that the Scope and 


„ Tendency of the Honourable Company's Prohibition of Farms to 


„Europeans, was — to exclude ſuch as could not poſſibly, 
in their own Perſons, come under the Juriſdiftion of the Dewanny 


0 Courts of Adawlet; becauſe upon any Failure of Engagements, 


. upon any Complaint of unjuſt Oppreſſion, or other Cauſe of Dit- 
£ content whatever, it was ſuppoſed. an European might ſcreen him- 
« ſelf. from the Proceſs of the Country Judicature. But it was never 


( ſuppoſed, that an European, of Credit and Reſponſibility, was abſo- 


C lutely incapable from holding certain Tenures, under the Sanction 
e and Authority of the Country Laws, or from becoming Securit 


for ſuch Native Farmers, Contractors, &c. &c. as he might prot 


$and employ . N e 
* Your Committee have oppoſed this Conſtruſtion of Mr. Barwell's 
to the poſitive Order, which the Conduct it is meant to colour, has 
violated. Europeans of Credit and Reſponſibility,” that is Euro- 
peans armed with Wealth and Power, and exerciſing Offices of Au- 
thority and Truſt, inſtead of being excepted from the Spirit of the 
Reſtriction, muſt be ſuppoſed the Perſons who are chiefly meant 
to be comprehended in it; for, abſtract the Idea of an European from 
the Ideas of Power and Influence, and the Reftriftion is no longer 
een hay 4 ot N Nr | OE 
Voor Committee are therefore of Opinion, that the Nature of the 
Evil, which was meant to be prevented by the above Orders and Re- 
gulations, was not altered, or the Evil itſelf diminiſhed,” by tbe collu- 
fte Methods made uſe of to evade them; and that, if the Regula- 
tions were proper (as they unqueſtionably were) they ought to have 


been punctually complied with ; particularly by the Members of the 
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Government 9 formed the Plan, and who, as Truſtees of the Com- 

pany, were eſpecially anſwerable for their beiag duly carried into Ex- 
epution. Vour Committee have no reaſon. to believe, that it could 
ever have been generally underſtood, that the Company's Prohibi- 
6 tiom of Farms to Europeans was meant only to exclude ſuch as; 
6 could nat poſſibly, in their /n Perſons, come under the Juriſdie - 
& tion of the Dewanny Courts; — no ſuck Reſtriction is ſo much as 
hinted at. And, if it had been fo underſtood, Mr. Barwell was one 
of the Perſons, who, from their Rank, Station, and Influence, muſt 
have been the principal Objects of the Prohibirign. - Since the Eſtab- 
liſnment of the Company's Influence in Bengal, no Europeans, of any 
Rank whatever, have been ſubject to the Proceſs of the Country Judi- 


cature; and whether they act avowedly for themſelves, and take 


Farms in their own Name, or ſubſtitute Natiye Indians to act for 
them, the Difference is aot material. The ſame Influence that ſkree-. 
ned an European from the Juriſdiction of the Country Courts, would 
have equally protected his native Agent and Repreſentative., For 
many years paſt, the Company's Servants have preſided in thoſe 
88 and, ia Compariſon with their Authority, the native Authority 
is Nothing. | Soi wes 
The, eallielt Inſtructions that appear to have been given by the 
Court of Directors, in Conſequence of theſe Tranſactions in Bengal, 
are dated the 5; th of February 1777. In their Letter of that Date 
they applaud the Proceedings of the Board, meaning the Majority (then 
conſiſting of General Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis) 
as highly meritorious, and promiſe them their firmeſt Support. Some 
& of the Caſes, they ſay, are ſo flagrantiy corrupt, and others attended, 
« with Circumſtances ſo oppreſſrve to the Tahabitants, that it would; be un- 
& juft ta ſuffer the Delinquents ts go unpuniſhed,” With this Obſervation, 
their Proceedings appear to have ended, and pauſed for more than a years 
On the 4th of March 1778, the Directors appear to have reſumed 
the Subject. In their Letter of that Date, they inftruted the Go- 
vernor and Council forthwith to commence a PFroſecution in the Su- 

eme Court of Judicature againſt the Perſons who compoſed the 
— of Circuit, or their Repreſentatives, and alſo againſt Mr. Bar- 
well, in order to recover, for the Uſe of the Company, the Amount of 
all: 8 acquired by them from their ſeveral Engagements in 
Salt Contracts and Farms. Adverting however to 2 — 


- 


made by Mr. Barwell, that he would account to the Court af, Direc. 


tors, for the laſt Shilling he had received, and abide implicitly by;their 
Judgment, they, thought it probable that, on being acquainted with 
Their peremptory Orders for commencing a Proſecution, he might be 
irous of paying his Share of Profits into the Company's Treaſury; 
and they, pointed out a Precaution to be uſed in accepting ſuch a Ten- 
nn, e Sly ee bd ov kc of 0 
„SEL. Com; REP. IX. O On 


On this Part ef the Ttanſaction your Commirtee obſerve 
Cdurt of Director 8 blameabſe in having delayed till February 
17%, td take any Meafure in COIN of Advices fo intereſting 
and important, and on à Matter concern | 
frong a Declaration; conſidering that, early in April 1796, they ſay 
they had inveſtigated” the Charges, and had then come to certain 
$f Refolutions concerning them.“ But their delaying to ſend out po- 
fttive Orders for cominencing a Profecution againſt the Parties con - 
cerned, till March 1778, cannot be uccounted for. In the former 


Letter they promiſe, if they ſhould find it neceſſary, to return the 


ofiginal Covenants of ſuch of their Servants as had been any ways 
cdncerned in the undue — of Money, in order to enable the 
Governor General and Council to recover the ſame by Suits in the 
Supreme Court. But Your Committee do not find that the Cove - 
Hants were ever tranſmitted to Bengal. To whatever Oauſe theſe In- 
ſtances of Neglect and Delay may be attributed, they could not fail 
to create an Opinion in Bengal, that the Oourt of Directors were not 
heartily intent upon the Execution of their own' Orders, and to diſ- 
courage thoſe Members of Government who were diſpoſed to under- 
take fo inyidious a Duty. | 3 iel 

In Cotiſequence of theſe Delays,” even their firſt Orders did not ar- 
rive in Bengal until ſome Time after the Death of Colonel Manſon, 
when the whole Power of the Board had devolved to Mr. Haſtings 
aud Mr. Barwell. When they ſent what they call their poſitive Order: 
in March 1778, they had long been apprized of the Death of Colonel 


Monſon, and muſt haye been perfectly certain of the Effect which 
that Event would have on the ſubſequent Meaſures and Proceedings 


of the Governor General and Council. Their Opinion of the Prin- 


oo of thoſe Gentlemen appears in their Letter of the \28th af 


ovember 1977, wherein they ſay, “they cannot but expreſs their 
«"Qoheern; that the Power 
2 ſhould have devolved upon ſuch Perſons.“ 


But the Conduct of the Court of Directors appears to be open ta 


Objections of a Nature ſtill more ſerious and important. A Recov 


of the Amount of Mr. Barwell's Profits ſeems to be the only Purpoſo | 
which they even profeſſed to have in View. But Your Committee 
are of Opinion, that to preferve the Reputation and Dighiry of the 


Government of Bengal, was a much more important Shed and 
onght to have been their firſt Conſideration. The Proſecution was 


not the Purſuit of mean and ſubordinate Perſons, who might wick 


Safety to the Public Intereſt remain in their Seats daring ſuch an En- 
quiry into their Conduct. It appears very doubtful, | whether, if 


ere were Grounds for ſuch a Proſecution, a Proceeding in Great 


Britain were not more politic than one in Bengal. Such a Proſecution 
potato eines by the DireGors, but upon Groundy 
19 | 5 | et dnt, 12. NA hat: 


bſerve; that the 


ing which they had made ſo 


granting away their Property ig Per- 
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f that would have fully authorized! the! Recall of the Gentleman in 
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* Situation, and his remaining or not remaining in it was of littla or ho 

el Moment to the Proſecution.” Mr. Barton was but One of Seven 

h whlicteas” Mr. Barwell was One of Four; and, with the Governor 

„ General, was in effect the Supreme Coun ci... 

— la the preſent State of Power and Patronage in India, and during 

uf the Relations which are permitted to ſubſiſt between the Judges, the 

ir proſecuting Officers, and the Council General; Your Committee 

2 very doubtful, whether the Mode of proſecuting the higheſt Members 
7 in the Bengal Government, before à Court at Calcutta, could have 

tao been, almoſt in any Caſe, adviſeab le. 


21 113801 
It is poffible, that particular Perſons; in higli judicial and political 
Bituations, may, by Foree of an unuſual Stra of Virtue be placed 
far above the Iufluente of thoſe Cireumſtandces, which in ordinary 
Caſes are known” to make an Impreffioh on the human Mind. But 
Your Committee, ſenſible that Laws aud public Proceedipgs ought tu 
de made for general Situations, and not ſor perſoual Diſpoliribn&z are 
not inelined to have any'Confidencerinithe Effect of criminal Prov 
teedings, - where no Means are provided for preventing æ mutuab 
Connection, by Dependencies, Agencies, and Eu ploy mente, betweeti 
the Parties who are to proſecute and to judge; and thoſe who are to be 
proſecuted and whe tied. unde 10.417 t 1 gad i 0 
Tour Committee in a former Neport have ſtated the Conſequences 
which they epprehended from < Dependency: of che * the 
199885 - FOVETAOF 
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| Governor General and Council:of Bengal; andthe Houſe has entered 
into their Ideas upon this Subject. Since that Time it appears that 
Sir Elijah Immpey has accepted of the G of Mr. Barwell's 
Children, aud was the Truſtee for his Affaits. There is no Law to 
prevent inis Sort of Connection; and it is poſſible that it might not 
at all affect the Mind of that. Judge; or or (upon e forcoy ae 
Influence the: Conduct of his Brethren: z but it muſt | 
the Minds of thoſe ho have Matter of Complaint againſt 
ment, and whoſe Cauſe the Court of Directors appear 4b — 
a Country where the Authority of the Count of Duectots has: ſeldom 
been exerted; but to be deſpiſed; where the Operation df —— 
very impetfectly underſtood, but where men ae acute, ſagaciouez: 
even ſuſpicious of the Effect of all petſonal Connections. Their Suſ- 
— though perhaps not rightly applied to every Individual, will 
duce: them to take Indications from' the Situations and Connections 
of the proſecuting Parties, as well as of the Judges. I cannot ſaib to 
be obſerved, that Mr. Nay lor, the Compan Auurney, lived in Mr: 
Barwell's. Houſe; zu che late Mr. Bogle, the C „ Commiſſioner 
of Lam Suits, : owed: bis Place to the Patronage of: Mt. Haſtings and 
Mr. Bartwrell, by wham the Office way created for bim ; adir John 
Day, the Company's: Advocate, ho arrived in Bengal in February 
2779;7had not been / Four Months in Calcutta, when Mr. Haſtings, 
Mr. Barwell, and Sir Eyre Coote, doubled his ng AY * 1 
Opinion of Mr. Francis and Mi. Wheler. 1005 
:vIfothe Directors are known to devolve the whole, Copnizatce * 
Offences charged on their Servants: ſo highly; ſituated! upon the Su- 
| ors an Excuſe will be furniſhed, it abeady it has not been 
iſhed; to the Directors, for declining the Uſe of theit on proper 
Political Power and Authority, in examininganto and. —— 
den the Conduct af their / Servants. | Their true Character as ſtri 
MNaſtert and wigilant Governors will merge in that of Proſecutors. 
Their Force and Energy will evaporate in tedions. and iutricate Pro- 
ceſſes; in La Suu which can never end, andewhich are to be carried 
00. by the yery, Dependants of thoſe chop Proſecution. On 
heir Part, theſe Servants u decline giving Satisfaction to their Mas- 
ters, becauſe th ate already hafore another Tribunal; and thus, by 
ſniftipg Reſponſchilſty from Hand to [Hands a; Confederacy to defeat 


the whole Spirit ofthe: Law, and to remove. all Reſtraints on their 


Aion, may be in Time formed between the-DireQors,: Proſecutors, 
And Court. Of this-great Danger * iu will abe Kander 
| jonny — 9 ian un 
No Notice /whate var appears — — —— the Company's 
Orders in Bengal till the 11th of January 1999, when Mr. Barwell 
_ mouedp thai the Glarmomade upon him by be Gourt of Directors ſhould be 
the Company” 9 * * they ſhould be perfecliy iere, 


20019000) 
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well to ſtand upon his Right in the 


| { 202 ) 
ted lo proſecute upon it. Ia his Minute of that Date, he ſays, “ that 
« the State o/ his Health: had long  fince rendered it neceſſary for him 10 re- 
enn le rer, „ ods M 3189 160 1/9002. 44 ik 095 | 
Vour Committee obſerve, that he continued in Bengal ane 
Years He ſays, that he had hitherto waited for the Arrival of, Si 
John Day, the Company's Advocate; but, as the Seaſon was now 
64 far advanced, he wiſhed to bring the Trial ſpeedily. to iſſu e. 
In this. Minute he. retraQts his original Eogagement to ſubmit, him- 
ſelf to the Judgment of the Court of Directors, and to account to 
<© tbem for the laſt Shilling he had received,“ He ſays, 4 that ni 
«© Merit had been given him for the Offer; that a moſt unjuſtifiable Ad- 
vantage had been attempted to be made of it, by firſt, deghnu * 
te and deſcending to Abuſe,..and then giving Orders upon it, as. if it had 
been rejected, when called upon by him in the Perſon of his Agent, 
* to bring home the Charge. of Delinquency”, ol ans 
Mr. Barwell's Reflections on the Proceedings of the Court of Di- 
rectors are not altogether clearly expreſſed ; nor does it appear diſ- 
tinctly to what Facts he alludes. He afferts, that a moſt unjuſtifiable 
Advantage had been attempted to be made of his Offer. The Fact 
is, the Court of Directors have no where declined accepting it; on 
the contrary, they caution the Governor General and Council about 
the Manner of receiving the Tender of the Money, which they ex- 


: 


= 


bim to make. U he Hy nothing of any Call made on them by 
Mr. Barwell's Agent in 8 and; nor does it hg to Your. Com- 
le They have a Right, 
and it is their Duty, to expreſs in diſtinct and appropriated Terms 
their Senſe of all blameable Conduct in their Servant. 
80 far, as may be collected from the Evidence of the Company's 
pron — Barwell's Aſſertions do not appear well ſupported-; but 
even if, they. were more plauſible, Y our Committee apprehend, that 
he could not be diſcharged from his ſolemn recorded Promiſe, to abide 
by the judgment of the Court of Directors. Their Judgment wa 
declared by their Reſolution, to proſecute, which it depended upon 
himſelf to ſatisfy, by making good his Engagement. To excuſe his 
not complying with the Company's Claims, he ſays, * that. his Cam- 
& pliance would he urged as 4 Confeſſion of Delinquency, and to proceed 
rem. Conviclion of his having uſurped on the Rights of the Company. 
Conſiderations of this Nature might Properly have induced Mr. 

, | | rſt Inſtance, © and to appral (to 
vie his own Words) 10 the Laws of his Country, in order to vindicate his 
Fame.” Hut his Performance could not have more. Weight to infer 
Delinqueacy, than his Promiſe. Your Committee think his Oſerva- 
tion comes too. late. Wan 5 | 
If he had ftood a Trial when he firſt acknowledged the Facts, and 
ſubmitted himſelf to the Judgment of the Court of Directors, the 


Suit 


* 


- 


(162) 

Suit would have been carried on under the Direction of General i. 
Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis; whereas in the Year ce 
1779, his Influence at the Board gave him the Conduct of it himſelf. 2 
In an Interval of Four Years, it may be preſumed that great Altera- | o 
tions might haye happened in the State of the Evidence againſt bit. c. 
In the ſubſequent Proceedings of the Governor General and Coun- P 
cil, the Houſe will find, that Mr. Barwell complai ned that his Inſtan- in 
ces for carrying on the Proſecution was ineffectual, owing to the Tegal m 
Difficulties and Delays wrged by the Compaiy's Law ers; winch |} th 
Your Committee do not find have yet been removed. As far as the 
laſt Advices reach, no Progreſs appears to have been made in the buſi- 
nels. In Fuly 1782, che Vote of Directors found it neceſſary to or- 
der an Account of all Suits againſt Europeans, depending in the Su- 
preme Court of Judicatute, to be tranſmitted to them, and that no 
Time ſhould be loſt in bringing them to a Determination. 0 
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THE next Article of dire& Monopoly, ſubſervient to the Com- 
pany's Export of Saltpetre. This, as well as Opium, is far the | ui 
: E Part the Produce of the Province of Bahar. The Difference | 
etween the Management and Deſtination of the Two Articles has 4 NM 
been this: Until the Year 1782, the Opium has been fold in the In. 
Country, and the Produce of the Sale laid out in Country Merchan- | th 
Gize for the Company's Export. A great Part of the Saltpeter is ſent C 
out in Kind, and 8er has contributed to the interior Circulation | m 
and Commerce of Bengal. It is managed by Agency on the Com- | C 
ps Account. The Price paid to the Manufacturer is invariable. | di 
me of the larger Undertakers receive Advances to enable them to | in 
proſecute their Work 3 but as they are not always equally careful or te 
fortunate, it happens that large balances accumulate againſt them. pe 
Orders have been ſent from Calcutta, from Time to Time, to recover 
their Balances, with little or no Succeſs; but with great Vexation'to. | ſt 
all concerned in this Manufacture. Sometimes they have impriſoned | ar 
the failing Contractors in their own Houſes; a Severity which an- | th 
ſwers no uſeful Purpoſe. Such Perſons are ſo many Hands detached | ir 
from the Improvement, and added to the Burthen of the Countty. | T 
They are Perſons of Skill drawn from the future Supply of that Mo- 
nopoly, in favour of which they are proſecuted, Jn caſe of the 
Death of the Debtor, this rigorous Demand falls upon the ruined 
Houſes of Widows and Orphans, and may be eafily converted into x | ec 
Means, either of cruel Oppreſſion, or a mereenary indulgenee, | at 


according to the Temper of tlie Exactors. 
pe hg | AF IS» Inflcad 
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Inſtead of thus having Recourſe to Impriſonment, the old Balance, 
is ſometimes deducted from the current Produce. This in theſe Cir- 
cumſtances, is a grievous Diſcouragement. People muſt be diſcoura- 
ged from entering into a Buſineſs, when the Commodity being fixed to, 
one invariable Standard, and confined to one Market, the beſt Succeſs 
can be attended only with a limited Advantage, whilſt: a defectiye 
Produce can never be compenſated by an augmented Price. Accord- 
ingly. very little of theſe Advances has been recovered ? and after 
much Vexation the Purſuit has generally been abandoned. It is plain 
that there can be no Life and Vigour in any Buſineſs under a Mono- 
poly ſo conſtituted ; nor can the true productive Reſources of the 
Country, in ſo large an Article of its Commerce, ever come to be 
fully known. | Ls 3; hg 

The Supply for the Company's Demand in England has rarely fallen 
ſhort of Two thouſand Tons, nor much exceeded Two thouſand 


Five hundred. A diſcretionary Allowance of this Commodity has 


been made to the French, Dutch, and Danes, who purchaſe their 
allotted: dhares at ſome ſmall Advance on the Company's Price. The 
$-pply deſtined for the London Market is . proportioned to the ſpare 
Tonnage ;.and, to accommodate that Tonnage, the Saltpetre is ſome- 
times ſent to Madras, and ſomerimes.even to Bombay; and that not 
unfrequently in Veſſels expreſſly employed for the Purpoſe. ef 
Mr. Law, Chief of Patoa, being examined on the Effect of that 
. delivered his Opinion, That with regard to the Compa- 
ny's Trade, the Monopoly was advantageous ; but as Sovereign of 
the Country they muſt be Loſers by it: Theſe two Capacities in the 
Company are found in perpetual Contradiction. But much Doubt 
may ariſe, whether this Monopoly will be found advantageous to the 
Company, either in the one Capacity or the other, The groſs Commo. 
dity, monopolized for ſale in London, is procured from the Revenues 
in — the Certain is given for the Hazardous. The Loſs of In- 
tereſt on the advances, ſometimes the Loſs of the Principal; the Ex- 
ce of, Carriage from [Patna to Calcutta; the various 3 and 
Pasessiags, and Inſurance (which though borne by the Company is 
ſill Taſurance) 3 the Engagement for the Ordnance, limited in Price, 
and irregular in Payment ; the Charge of Agency, and Management 
hy, all its Gradations and Succeſſions; when all theſe are taken 
into Conſideration, it may be found that the Gain of the Company is 
Traders will be far from compenſating their Loſs as Sovereigns., .. A 
Body like the Eaſt India Company can ſcarcely, in any Circumſtance, 
hope to carry on the Details of ſuch a Buſineſs, from its Commence- 
ment to its Concluſion, with any Degree of Succeſs. In the ſubjain- 
ed Eſtimate of Profit and Loſs, the Valve of the Commodity is ſtated 


| at its Invoice Price at Calcutta, But this affords no juſt Eſtimate of 


the whole Effret of 2 Dealing where dhe Company's Charge com- 


mences 


—_— ————— — 


1 
6 
8 * 10 1 * 
* 2 


na in the firſt Rudiments of the Manufacture, and not at the 
Purchaſe at the Place of Sale and Valuation; for they may be heavy 
Loffes on the Value at which the Saltpetre is eſtimated when ſhipped 
off on their Account, without any Appearance in the Account; and 
the Enquiries of your Committec, to find the Charges on the Saltpetre 
previous to the ſhipping, have been fruitleſs, © 
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BRITISH GOVERNMENT. IN INDIA 
THE other Link, by which India is bound to Great Britain, is the 
Government eftabliſhed there originally by the Authority of the Eaſt 
India Company, and afterwards modified by Parliament by the Acts 

of 1773 and 1780. This Syſtem of Government appears to Your 
Committee to be at leaſt as much diſordered, and as much perverted 
from every good Purpoſe, for which lawful Rule is eſtabliſhed, as,the. 
trading Syſtem has been from every juſt Prineiple of Commerce. 

Your Committee, in tracing the Cauſes of this Diſorder through its 
Effects, have firſt conſidered the Government as it is conſtituted and 
managed within itſelf, beginning with its moſt eſſential and fundamen- 
tal Part, the Order and Dicipline by which the ſupreme Authority of 

_ this Kingdom is maintained. | RECENT 1 

Te Britiſh Government in Iadia, being a ſubordinate and delega- 
ted Power, it ought to be confidered as a fundamental Principle: in 
fuch a Syftem, that it is to be preſerved in the ſtricteſt Obedience to 

the Government at Home. Adminiſtration in India, at an immenſe 
Diſtance from the Seat of the Supreme Authority, entruſted with the 
moſt extenſive Powers, liable to the greateſt Temptations, poſſeſſing C 
the ampleſt Means of Abuſe, ruling over a People (guarded by no 
dictinct, or well-aſcertained Privileges, whoſe Language, Manners, p 
and radical Prejudices, render not only Redreſs, but all Complaint on 
their Part, à Matter of extreme Difficulty. Such an Adminiftration, | ,. 
it is eideift, never can be made ſubſervient to the Intereſts of Great | 
Britain nor even tolerable to the Natives, but by the ſtricteſt Rigour I 

in exacting Obedience to the Commands of the Authority:lawtully 8 
e von ro oirn ary | clonorn bo; 
But Vour Committee find, That this Principle has been for ſome 5 
FT airs wery little attended to. Before the paffing the Act of 1773, 
the pt6fefitd Purpbſe of which was to ſecure a better Subordination in 
the ny erat, ſvch was the Firmneſs with which the Court 
of Directers maintained their Authority, that they difplaced Gover- 
nor” Cartier,” confeſſedly a meritomous Servant, for Diſobedience of 
Orders; although his Caſe was not a great deal more than à Queſtion di 

by whom the Orders were to be obeyed: Vet the Directors were ſo ty 
nfible of the Necelity- ofa pundctual and literal Obedience; that,) 


dae concelving]..-. 
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>, that, 


ceiving], 


(ies) 


eoncelving their Orders went to the Parts who were to obey, as well 
ds to the Act to be done, they proteeded with a Strictneſs, that in all 
Caſes, except that of their peculiar Government, might well be con- 
ſidered as rigorous: But in Proportion as the Neceffſty of enforcing 
Obedience grew ſtronger and more urgent, and in Proportion to the 
Magnitude and Importance of the Objects affected by Diſobedience, 
this Rigour has been relaxed. Acts of Diſobedience have not only 
8 frequent, but ſyſtemmatie; and they have appeared in ſuch In- 
ances, and ate nianifeſted in ſuch a Manner, as to amount, in the 
Company's Servants, to-little leſs than abſolute Idependence; againſt 
which, on the Part of the Directors, there is no Struggle, and hardly 
ſo much as a Proteſt to preſerve a Clair. 
Before Your Committee proceed to offer to the Houſe their Re- 
marks on the moſt diſtinguiſhed of theſe Inftances, the Particulars of 


which they have already reported, they deem it neceffary to enter into 


ſome Detail of a Tranſaction equally extraordinary and important, 
though not yet brought into the View of Parliament, which appears to 
have laid the Foundation of the principal Abuſes that enſued, as well 
as to have given Strength and Encouragement to thoſe that exiſted; 
To this Tranſaction, and to the Conclufions naturally deducible from 
ir, Your, Committee attribute that general Spirit of Difobedience 


and Independence, which has fince prevailed in the Government of 


Bengal, | 

Your Committee find, that in the Year 1775, Mr. Lauchlan 
Macleane was ſent into England as Agent to the Nobob of Arcot and 
to Mr. Haſtings. The Conduct of Mr; Haſtings, in aſſiſting to ex- 
tirpate, for a Som of Money to be paid to the Cotypany, the inno? - 
cent Nation of the Rohillas, had drawn upon him the Cenſure of the 
Court of Directors, and the unanimous Cenſure of the Court of Pro- 

rietors. The former had even reſolved to prepare an Application to 
His Majefty for Mr. Haſtings's Diſmiſſion. Eg, 4 
Another General Court was called on this Proceeding, Mr. Haſ- 
tings was then openly ſupported by a Majority of the Thus of Proz 
prietors, who profeſſed to entertain a good Opinion of his general 
Ability and Rectitude of Intention, notwithſtanding the vnanimous 
Cenſure paſfed upon him. In that Cenſure they therefore ſeemed diſ- 
poſed to acquieſce, without puſhing the Matter farther; But, as the 
Offence was far from triffing, and the Condemnation of the Meaſure 
recent, they did not directly attack the Reſolution of the Directors 
to apply to His Majeſty, but voted in the Ballot, That it ſhould be 
reconſidered.” The Bufineſs therefore remained in Suſpence, or it 
rather ſeemed to be dropped, for ſome Months, when Mr. Macteane 
took a Step, of a Nature not in the leaſt to be expected from the Con- 
dition in which the Cauſe of his Principal ſtood, which was apparent= 
Iy as favourable as the Cireumſtances could bear; Hitherto the Sup- 
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ort of Mr. Haſtings id the General Court was only by a Majority; 
5] 12 on eee from the Directors, be ſhould be == Se 
mere Majority would not have been ſufficient for his Reſtoration. 1 he 
Door would have been barred againſt his Return to the Company's 
Service, by one of the ſtrongeſt and | moſt ſubſtantial Clauſes in the 
Regulating Act of 1773. Mr. Macleane, probably to prevent the ma- 
nifeſt ill onſequences of ſuch a Step, came forward with a Letter to 
he | rectors, declaring his Proviſional Powers, and offering 
on the Part of Mr. laſtings an immediate Reſignation of his Office. 

On this Occaſion the Directors ſhewed themſelves extremely 


punctilious with regard to Mr. Macleane's Powers. They probably 


dreaded the Charge of becoming Accomplices to an Evaſion. of the 
&, by which Mr. Haſtings, reſigning the Service, would eſcape 
5 e Conſequences attached by aw to a Diſmiſſion; they therefore 
demanded Mr. Macleane's written Authority. This he declared he 
caflld not give into their Hands, as the Letter contained other Mat- 
ters, of a Nature extremely confidential; but that if they would 
appoint a Committee of the Directors, he would readily communi- 
ate to them the neceſſary Parts of the Letter, and give them perfect 
Satisfaction with regard to his Authority. A Deputation was ac- 
8 named; who reported that they had ſeen Mr, Haſtings's 
Inſtructions, contained in a Paper in his own Hand-writing, and that 
5 8 the Act now done by Mr. Macleane was clear and 
ſuffcient. Mr. Vanſittart, a very particular Friend of Mr. Haſtings, 
and Mr. John Stewart, this moſt attached and confidential Depen- 
dant, attended on this Occaſion, and proved, That Directions, per- 
ectly correſpondent to this written Authority, had been given by 
[Hotties in their Preſence. , By this Means, the Powers were 
5 but the Letter remained ſafe in Mr. Macleane's 
aa. 5 | | 

Nothing being now wanting to the Satisfaction of the Directors, 
the Reſignation was formally accepted. Mr. Wheler was named to 


fill the Vacancy, and, preſented for His Majeſty's Approbation, 


which was received. The Act was compleat, and the Office that Mr. 
Haſtin s had reſigned, was legally filled. I his Proceeding was 
official 1 notified in Bengal, and General Clavering, as Senior in 
2 0 » Was in courſe to ſucceed to the Office of Governor Ge- 
neral. | ry 45 

MI. Haſtings, to extricate himſelf from the Difficulties into which 
this Reſignation, had brought him, had Recourſe to one of thoſe 
unlooked-for and hardy Meaſures, which characterize the Whole of 


his Adminiſtration. He came to a Reſolution of diſowning his 


Agent, denying his Letter, and diſavowing his Friends. He infiſted 
on continuing in the Execution of his Office, and ſupported himſelf 


by ſuch Realons as could be furniſhed in ſuch a Cauſe. - An open 
ſy 2 | Schiſm 


imſelf 
open 


chiſm 


5 


t very award 

| Dupreme 

Court, on a Reference to them, ſettled . by deci- 
Mr. 


., 


Raa 
was {till in the legal Poſſeſſion of his Place, which had been actually 


of the Company or of the Crown. "The Judges took no light Mat- 
ter upon them in ſuperſeding, and thereby condemning, the Legality 


* 


of His Majeſty's Appointment, for ſuch it became 7 the Royal 


Approbation. | 5 "© 

On this Determination, ſuch as it was, the Diviſion in the Meet- 
ing, but not in the Minds of the Council, ceaſed. General Clave- 
Ting uniformly oppoſed the Conduct of Mr. Haſtings to the End of 


his Life. But Mr. Haſtings ſhewed more "Temper under much greater 


Provocations. In diſclaiming his Agent, and in Effect accuſing him 
of an Impoſture the moſt deeply injurious to his Character and For- 


tune; and of the groſſeſt Forgery to ſupport it; he was ſo very mild 


and indulgent, as not to ſhew any active Reſentment a ainſt his un- 


faithful Agent, nor to complain to the Court of Directors. It w: 


expected in Bengal, that ſome ſtrong Meaſures would have immedi- 
ately been taken to preſerve the juſt Rights of the King and of the 


Court of Directors; as this Proceeding. unaccompanied with the 


ſevereſt Animadverſion, manifeſtly truck a decifve Blow at the Ex- 


iſtence of the moſt eſſential Powers of both. But Your Committee 


do} not find thatany M 


ö eaſures whatever, ſuch as the Caſe ſeemed to 
demand, were taken, The Obſervations made by the Court of Di- 
rectors, on what they call **- theſe extraordinary Tranſadiqns,” * 


!!!.. conclude wh a Denlragny gl, ther 


& the Meaſures which it mis ht 


neceſſary far them to take, in order io re- 
% trieve the 


Hon our of the Company, and to prevent the like Abuſe from 


ö c being pratliſed in future, ſhould have their moſt ſerious and earlieſi Con- 


« /ideration ;” and with this Declaration they appear to have cloſed 


the Account, and to have diſmiſſed the Subject for ever. 


N this Kingdom. Several other Matters of Co 
Mr. 


. 
* 


£ 


A SanQtion was hereby given to ail future Defiance of every Au- 


i | | mplaint againſt 

aſtings, particularly the Charge of Peculation, fell to the 

Ground at the ſame Time, Opinions of Counſel had been taken, 
| FX 75 4 | 2 ; 1 # & 5 * 9 
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relative to a Proſecution at Law upon this Charge, from the then At, 
torney-and the then Solicitor; General, and Mr. Dunning [now the 

Lords Thurlow, Loughborough, and Aſhburton], together with Mr. 
| Adair [now Recorder of London.] None of them gave a poſitive 
Opinion againſt the Grounds of the Proſecutiog. The Attorney Ge- 
neral doubted. on the, Prudence of the Proceedings, and cenſured (ag 
it well deſerved) che ill Statement of the Caſe, . Three of them, Mr, 
Wedderburn, Mr. Dunning, and Mr, Adair, were clear in Favour 
of the Profecytion. No Proſecution however was had, and the 
iretors contented themſelves. with cenſuring and admoniſhing 


: 


/ q 3 ee 
DEN With regard to the Supreme Council, the Members who choſe (for 

it was Choice only) to, attend to the Orders which were iſſued from 
the languiſhing Authority of the Directors, continued to receive un- 
profitable Applauſes and no Support. Their Correſpondence was 
always filled with Complaints, the Juſtice of which was always admit- 
ted by the Court of Directors; But this Admiſſion of the Exiſtence 
of the Eyil, ſhewed only the Impotence. of thoſe who were to admi- 
niſter the Remedy, The Authority of the Court of Directors, re- 
Þſted with Succeſs in ſo capital an Inſtance as that of the Refi; nation, 
Was not likely to be reſpected in any other, What Influence it really 


had on the Condudt of the Company's Servants, may be colleQed 


from the Fats that followed it. 
The Difobedience of Mr. Haſtings has of late not only become uni- 


LE + x4 


In the Conſultation'of the 20th of July 1778, Mr. Barwell gives it 
as his ſolemn and deliberate Opinion, that“ while Mr. Haſtings is 


whom they pleaſe at the Head; but in my Opinion they are not 


* 1 3 N * 399 188 os n 72 2 * 
Kence; an Independence, including a deſpotie Authotriy over the 


.* 


Subordinateg 


— 


( 169 ) 
Bubordinates and the Country, The very Means taken by the Direes 
tors for enforcing their Authority becomes, on this Principle, 'a Cauſe 


of farther Diſobedience. It is obſervable, that the Principles of Diſ- 


| obedience do not refer to any local Confideration overlooked by the 
Directors, which might ſuperſede their Orders, or to any Change of 
Circumſtances which might render another Courſe adviſeable, or even 
rhaps neceſſary ; but it relates ſolely to their own interior Feelings 
in Matters relative to themſelves, and their Opinion of their own 
Dignity and Reputation, It is plain, that they have wholly forgot- 
ten who they are, and what the Nature of their Office is. Mr. Haſ- 
tings and Mr. Barwell are Servants of the Company; and as ſuch, b 
the Duty inherent in that Relation, as well as by their ſpecial Cove» 
nants, were obliged to yield, Obedience to the Orders of their Maſs 
ters. They have, as far as they were able, cancelled all the Bonds of 
this Relation, and all the Sanctions of theſe Covenants, ds 2h. 
But in thus throwing off the Authority of the Court of Directors, 
Mr. Haſtings and Mr. Barwell have thrown off the Authority of the 
whole Legies Power of Great Britain: For by the Regulating 
Act of the Thirteenth of His Majeſty, they are expreſsly “directed 
ce and required to pay due Obedience to all ſuch Orders as they ſhall 
* receive from the Court of Directors of the ſaid United Company.“ 
Such is the Declaration of the Law. But Mr. Barwell declares, that 
1 kd Obedience to any Orders which he ſhall interpret to be 
Indignities on a Governor General. To the clear jnjunctions of the 
Legiflature, Mr. Haſtings and Mr. Barwell have thought proper to 
oppoſe their pretended Reputation and Dignity; as if the chief Honour 
of public Miniſters in every ſituation, was not to yield a chearful 
Obedience to the Laws of their Country. Your Committee, to ten- 
der evident to this Houſe the general Nature and Tendency of this 
pretended Dignity, and to ilufkrate the real Principles upon which 
they appear to have acted, think it neceſſary to make Obſervations on 
Three or Four of the Caſes already reported, of marked Diſobedience 
to particular and ſpecial Orders; on one of which, the above extra- 
ordinary Doctrine was maintained. | 1 
Thele are the Caſes of Mr. Fowke, Mr. Briſtow, and Mahomed 
Reza Khan. Ina few Weeks after the Death of Colonel Monſon, 
Mr. Haſtings having obtained a Majority in Council by his cafting 
Vote, Mr. Fowke and Mr, Briſtow were called from their reſpective 
Offices of Reſidents at Benares and Oude; Places which have become 
the Scenes of other extraordinary Operations under the Condut of 
Mr, Haſtiogs in Perſon. For the Recall of Mr. Briſtow, no Reaſon 
was A Fos The Reaſon 5 for the Proceeding with regard 
to Mr. Fowke was, that * the Purpoſes, for which he was appointed, 
pere then fully accompliſned. ““ 
An Agcount of the Remqval of Mr. Fowke was communicated to 
1 +1 the 
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the Court of Directors, in a. Letter of the 22d of December 1796, 
On this Notification, the Court had nothipg to conclude, but that 
Mr. Haftings, from a rigid Purſuit of Qeconomy in the Management 
of the N Affairs, had recalled a uſeleſs Officer. But without 
alledging any Variation whatſoever in the Circumſtances, in leſs than 
Twenty Days aſter the Order ſor the Recall of Mr. Fowke, and the 
Day after the Diſpatch, containing an Account of the Tranſaction, 
Mr, Haſtings recommended Mr. Graham to this very Office; the 
End of which, he declared to the Directors but the Day beſore, had 
been fully accompliſned. And not thinking this ſufficient, he appoint- 
Mr. D. Barwell as his Aſſiſtant at a Salary of about Four hundred 
ounds a Year. Againſt this extraordinary Act, General Clayering 
and Mr. Francis entered a Proteſt, + FF, 8 
So early as the 6th of the following January the Appointment of 


theſe Gentlemen was communicated in a Letter to the Court of Direc- 


That 


tors, without any Sort of Colour, Apology, or Explanation: 
Station without Complaint, 


Court found a Servant removed from his 


. Contrary to the Tenor of one of their Standing Injunctions. The 


allow however, and with Reaſon, that “ if it were poſſible to ſuppoſe 
„that a Saving, &c. had been his Motive, they would have approved 
& his Proceeding. But that when, immediately afterwards, Two 
& Perſons with Two Salaries had been appointed to execute the Office 
« which had been filled with Reputation by. Mr. Fowke alone; and 
« that Mr. Grabam enjoys all the Emoluments annexed to the Office 


| '& of Mr. Fowke ; —they properly conclude, that Mr. Fowke was 


y_”_ 


removed without juſt Cauſe, to make Way for Mr. Graham; and 
ſttrictly enjoin, that the former be reinſtated in his Office of Reſident 


as Poſtmaſter of Benares. In the ſame Letter, they aſſert their 


Rights in a Tone of becoming Firmneſs, and declare, that “ on no 


« Account we can permit our Orders to be diſobeyed, or our Au- 
e thority diſregarded.“ „ EE Es 
It was now to be ſeen, which of the Parties was to give way. 


The Orders were clear and preciſe, and enforced by a ſtrong Decla- 


ration of the Reſolution of the Court to make itſelf obeyed. Mr. 
Haſtings fairly joined Iſſue upon this Point with his Maſters; and 


- 


amines to pay no Obedience to their ſpecial Order. , | 
On the 21ſt July, 1778, he moved, and ſucceeded in his Propoſition, 


| having diſobeyed the general Inſtructions of the Compapy, deter- 


- that the Execution of theſe Orders ſhould be ſuſpended. The Reaſon 
- the aſſigned for this Suſpenſion lets in great Light upon the true Cha- 


Tater of all theſe Proceedings, that his Conſent. to the Recall of 
4 Mr. Graham would be adequate to his own Reſignation of the Ser- 


t vice, as it would inflict ſuch a Wound on his Authority and Influence, 


cc that he could not maintain it.“ 


If that had been his Opinion, he ought to have refigned and not 
it | diſobeyed ; 


| { 202}. | = 

21 . n 3 es OT, n e 
diſobeyed; becauſe it was not neceſſary that he ſhould hold his 

Office; but it was neceſſary, that whilſt he held it, he ſhould obe 
his Superiors and ſubmit to the Law. Much more truly was his 
5 a virtual Reſignation of his lawful Office, and at the ſame 
ime an Uſurpation of a Situation which did not belong to him, 
to hold a ſubordinate Office, and to refufe to act deen . to its 


Duties. Had his Authority been ſelf-originated, it would have been 


wounded by his ſubmiſſion: But in this Caſe, the true Nature of his 


Authority was affirmed, not injured, by his Obedience, "becauſe it 
was a Power derived from others, and by its Eſſence, to be executed 


according to their Directions. us; J 

In this determined Diſobedience he was ſupported by Mr. Barwell, 
who on that Occaſion delivered the dangerous Doctrine to which your 
Committee have lately adverted. Mr. Fowke, who had a moſt ma- 
terial Intereſt in this Determination, applied by Letter to be informed 


concerning it. An Anſwer was lent, acquainting him coldly, and 


without any Reaſon afligned, of what had been reſolved relatiye to his 
Office. This Communication was ſoon followed by another Letter 
from Mr, Fowke, with ren Submiſſion and remarkable Decency, 
aſſerting his Right to his Office under the Authority of the Court of 
Directors; and for ſolid Reaſons, grounded on the Company's ex- 
preſs Orders, praying to be informed of the Charge againſt him. 
This Letter appears to have been received. by Mr. Hatings and Mr. 
Barwell very loftily. Mr. Haſtings ſaid, 5 That ſuch Applications 
ce were irregular; that they are not accountable to Mr. Fowke for 
&« their Reſolution reſpeQinghim. The Reaſons for ſuſpending the 
« Execution of the Orders of the Court of Directors, contain no: Charge 
© nor the ſlighteſt Imputation of a Charge againſt Mr, Fowke ; but ] ſee 
& no Reaſon why ihe Heard ſhould condefcend to tell him ſo.“ Accordingly, 
the Prapofiton of Mr, Francis and Mr. Wheeler, to inform Mr. 
Fowke * that they bad no Reaſon to he diſſatisfied with his ConduQ,”? 
on the previous Queſtion was rejected. | | * 

By this Reſolution, Mr. Haftings aud Mr, Barwell diſcovered ano- 
ther Principle, and no leſs dangerous than the firſt ; _— that 
Perſons, deriving a valuable Intereſt under the Company's Orders, 
ſo far from being heard in Favour of their Right, are not ſo much 
as to be informed of the Grounds on which they are deprived of it. 

The Arrival ſoon after of Sir Eyre Coote giving another oppor- 
tunity of Trial, the Queſtion for Obedience to the Company's Orders 
was again brought on by Mr, Francis, and again received a Negative. 
Sir Eyre Conte, though preſent, and declaring that had he been at the 
original Conſultation he ſhould have voted for the immediate 'Exe- 
eunon of the Company's Ordets, yet he was reſolved to avoid what he 
called any kind of Retreſpect. His Neutrality gained the Que ſtionin 
favour of this, the Third Reſolution for Diſobedience to Orders. 
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The Reſolution in Bengal being thus gectrely taken, it came to 
the Turn of the Court of Directors to act their I 
their Part exactly in their old Manner; they had Recourſe to their 


old Remedy of repeating Orders which had been diſobeyed. The 
Directors declare to Mr. Haſtings and Mr. Barwell (though without 


any apparent Reaſon) that „they have read with A/oniſhment their 
& formal Reſolution to ſuſpend the Execution of their Orders; that 


10 they ſhall take uch Meaſures as appear neceſſary for preſerving 
n 


& the Authority of the Court of Diretiors, and for preventing ſuch Inſlances 
& of direct and wiiful Diſobedience in their Servants in Time to come.” 


They then renew their Directions concerning Mr. Fowke. The 
Event of this /ole Meaſure, taken to preſerve their Authority, and to 
prevent Inſtances of direct and wilful Diſobedience, Your Committee 
will tate in its proper Place, taking into Conſideration for the pre- 


ſent. the Proceeding relative to Mr. Briſtow, and to Mahomed Reza 
Khan, which were altogether in the ſame Spirit. But as they were 
diverſified, in the Circumſtances of Diſobedience, as well from the 
Caſe of Mr. Fowke as from one another; and as theſe Circumſtances 
tent to diſcover other dangerous Principles of Abuſe, and the gene- 
ral proſtrate, Condition of the Authority of Parliament in Bengal, 
Your Committee proceed firſt to make ſome Obſervations upon them, 

The Province of Oude, enlarged by the Acceſſion of ſeveral exten- 
five-and once flouriſhing Territories, that is by the Country of the 
Rohillas, the Difſtria of Corah and Allahabad, and other bine 
betwixt the Ganges and Jumna, is under the nominal Dominion of 
one of the Princes of the Country, called Aſoph ul Dowlah. But a 
Body of Engliſh Troops is kept up in his Country, and the greateſt 


art of his Revenues are, by one Deſcription or another, ſubſtantially 


under the Adminiſtration of. Engliſh Subjects. He is, to all Purpo- 
ſes, a dependent Prince, The Perſon to be employed in his Domi- 
nions to act for the Committee, was therefore of little Conſequence 
in his Capacity of Negociator; but he was veſted with a Truſt, great 
and eritical in all pecuniary Affairs. Theſe Provinces of Depen- 
dence lie ont of the Syſtem of the Company's ordinary Adminiftra- 
tion; and Tranſactions there cannot be ſo readily brought under the 
Cognizanee of the Court of Directors. This'renders it the more ne- 
ceſſary that the Reſidents in ſuch Places ſhould be Perſons not diſap- 
proved of by the Court of Directors. They are to manage a perma- 
nent Intereſt, which is not, like a Matter of political Negociation 


variable, and which from Circumſtances might poſſibly exciiſe ſome-. 


Degree of diſcretionary Latitude in conſtruing their Orders, 5 
the Life time of General Clavering and Colonel Monſon, Mr. Brifs 
tow was appointed to this Preſidency, and that Appointment, being 

approved and confirmed by the Court of Directors, became in elke 
Talents 


1 
** 4 


art. They did act 


„ eee 4 


their own, Mr. Briftow appears to have ſhewn himſelf a Man of 
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Talents and Activity. He had, been prineipally concerned» in the 
Negociations by which the Company's Intereſt in the higher Provin- 
ces had been eſtabliſhed; and thoſe Services were conſidered by the 
Preſidency of Calcutta as ſo meritorious, that they voted him Ten 


thouſand Pounds as a Reward, with many Expreſſions of Eſteem 
and Honour. 4 


. 


Mr. Briſtow however was recalled by Mr, Haſtings and Mr. Bar- 
well, who had then acquired the Majority, without any Complaint 
having been affign:d as the Cauſe of his Removal, and Mr. Middle- 
ton was ſent in his Stead to reſide at the Capital of Oude. The Court 
of Directors, as ſoon as they could be apprized of this extraordinary 

Step, in their Letter of the 4th of July 1777, expreſs their | RY 
Diſapprobation of it; they order Mr, Middleton to be recalled, and 
Mr. Briſtow to be reinſtated in his Office, In December 1778, they 
y ag. their Order. Of theſe repeated Orders no Notice was taken. 

r. Briſtow, fatigued with unſucceſsful private Applications, which 
met with a conſtant Refuſal, did at length, on the 1ſt of May 1780, 
addreſs a Letter to the Board, making his Claim of Right; entitling 
himſelf to his Offices, under the Authority of the Court of Directors; 
and complaining of the Hardſhips which he ſuffered by the Delay in 
admitting him to the Exerciſe of it. This Letter Your Committee 
have inſerted at large in the Fifth Report, having found nothing what- 
ſoever exceptionable in it, although it ſeems to have excited the warm- 
eſt Reſentment in Mr, Haſtings. Ry __ | 
This Claim of the Parry gave no new Force to the Order of the 
Directors, which remained without any Attention from the Board, 
from Mr. Briſtow's Arrival until the ft of May, and with as little 
from the 1ſt of May to the ad of October following, On that Day 
Mr. Francis, after having cauſed the repeated Orders of the Court of 
Directors to be firſt read, moyed, that Mr, Briſtow ſhould be reinſta- 
ted in his Office, This, Motion, in itſelf juſt and proper in the 
higheſt Degree, and in which no Fault could be found, but that it 
was not made more early, was received by Mr. Haſtings with the 
greateſt Marks of Reſentment and Indignation,, He declares in his 
Ainute: That * were the moſt determined Adverſary of the Britiſh 
« Nation to poſſeſs, by whatever Means, a Share in the Admini- 

ration, he could not deviſe a Meaſure in ite, ſo pernicious, or time ĩt 
ſo effectually for the Ruin of the Britiſh Intereſts in India.“ Then turn 
ing to the Object of the Motion, he ſays, „I. willaſk whois Mr. Briſ- 
£ % towꝰ that a Member of the Adminiſtration ſhovld, ar ſuch a Time, 
cc hold him forth as an In/lrument for the Degradatiam ef the fir Xecut;ye 
ve Member of this Government, What are the profeſſed Objects of his 
„ Appointment ; What are the Merits and Services, or what the Qua- 
“ /ifications, which entitle him to ſuch uncommon Diſtinction? Is it 
& for his ſuperior Integrity, or from his eminent Abilities, that he is 
„to be ,digaified at ſuch Hazard of every Conſideration that ought 
„ 4 +3 3 ag > eg as, - cog . 5 I 
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Length, as to conſider a Motion to obey the Court of Directors, 


«th6 Jafluence the Members of this Adminiſtration ? Of the for- 
mer (his Integrity) 1 know 0 Proofs; I am ſure it is not an Evi- 


cc dence of it, that he has been enabled to make himſelf the Principal 
ct in ſuch a Competition; and for the Teſt of his Abililties, I appeal to 
<Xthe Letter which he has dared to write to this Board, and which I 
cc am aſhamed to ſay we have ſuffered. I defire that a Copy of it may 


«he inſerted in this Day's Proceedings, that it may ſtand before the 


<< Eyes of every Member of the Board, when he ſhall give his Vote 
«upon a'Queſtien for giving their Confidence to a Man their Ser- 
vam, who has publicly infulted them, his Maſters, and the Mem- 
& hers of the Govenment, to whom he owes his Obediente; who aſſu- 
4 ming an Aſſociation with the Court of Directors, and erecting 
c himſelf into a Tribunal, has arraigned them for Diſobedience of Or- 


“ders, paſſed Judgment upon them, and condemned or acquitted them as 


« heir Matiftrate or Superior. Let the Board conſider, whether a 
«© Man'poffefſed of fo independent a Spirit, who has already ſhewn a 
4 Contempt of their Authority, who has ſhewn himſelf /o wretched an 
% Advncate for bis own Cauſe, and Negotiator for his own Intereſt, is fit 
« to be truſted with the Guardianſhip of their Honour, the Execution 
© of their Meaſures, and as their confidential Manager and Negocia- 
* tor with the Princes of India. As the Motion has been unaccom- 
I by any Reaſons, which ſhould induce the Board to paſs their 
c Acquieſcence in it, I preſume the Motion which preceded it, for 
e reading the Orders of the Court Directors, was intended as an Argu- 
ce ment for it, as well as an [ntroduttion to it. The laſt of thoſe was 
ce ditated the 23d December 1778, almoſt Two Vears paſt. They 
«« were diftated at a Time when, I am ſorry to ſay, the Court of 


. «DireQors were in the Habit of caſting Reproach upon my Conduct, and 


< heaping Pndignities upon my Station,” | 

Had the Language and Opinions which prevail throughout this 
Part of the Minute, as well as in all the others to which Your Com- 
mitree refer, been uttered ſuddenly and in a Paſſion, however unpro- 
voked, ſome fort of Apology might be made for the Governor Gene- 
ral. But when it was produced Five Months after the ſuppoſed Of- 
Fence, and then delivered in Writi 7 which always implies the Pow- 


er of a greater De of Recolle&ion and Self- command, it ſhews 
how deeply the Principles of Diſobedience had taken Root in his Mind, 


and of an Afſumption to himſelf of exorbitant Powers, which he 
chooſes to diſtinguiſh by the Title of * bis Prerogative.” In this alſo 
Win be found an, obſcure Hint of the Cauſe of his Difobedience, 
which Your Committee conceive to allude to the main. Cauſe-of the 
Diſorders in the Government of India, namely, an under-hand Com- 


4 


munication with Europe. | | 
Me. Haftings, by his Confidence in the Support derived from this 


Source, or from the Habits of independent Power, is carried to ſuch 


„ err. z'g 
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as 2 Degradation of the executive Government in bis Perſan. He 
looks upon a Claim under that Authority, and a Complaint chat it 
has produced no Effect, as a Piece of daring. Inſolence, which he is 
Slope that 5 Pare has, ſuffered. 1 Behaviour which Your 

ommittee conſider as ſo intemperate and deſpotic, he regards as 2 
culpable Degree of Patience — 2 —.— Major Cott, his 
Agent, enters ſo much into the Principles of Mr. Haſtings's Conduct, 
as to ball. Four Comnittee, that, in his Opinion, Lord Clive would 
have ſent Horm Mr. Briſtow a Priſoner upon ſuch an Occaſion. It 
is worthy of Re 
ipgs ſo heavily condemns a junior Officer, in the Company's Service 

not A 22 of the Council, = he N to New him, pn ye 
ellow Servant) for merely complaining of a oled Injury re- 
2 Redreſs, he ſo et -— his m_ Sabo eee 23 reze& 
the Orders of the Court of B 
of. appointing a Perſon to an Office; to .preſume to cenſure his un- 
doubted Matters,; and to accuſe. them of having been in 2 Habit 
4 of caſting Reproaches n him, and heaping Indigniies.on his 


& Station. it is to be obſerved, that this Cenſure was not for 
the Purpoſe of ſecking or obtaining Redrefs for any Injury, but ap- 
peared rather .as a Reaſon for refuſing to obey. their lawful, Com- 
mands. It is plainly implied in that Minute, that no Servant of the 
Company, in Mir. Briftow's Rank, would dare to act in ſuch, àa Man- 
ner, if he had not by indirect Means obtained a premature Fortune, 
This alone is ſufficient to ſhew the Situation of the Company's Ser / 
vants in the ſubordinate Situations, when the mere Claim of a; Right, 
derived from the ſovercign legal Power, becomes fatal not only to 
the Objects which they purſue, but deeply wounds that Reputation, 
both for Ability and Integrity, by which alone they are to be quali» 
fied for a other. yi} | | ET : a 1312 I] 51 
If any Thing could add to the diſagreeable Situation of thoſe, who 
are ſubmitted to an Authority auth 4" on ſuch Principles, it is 
this: The Company has ordered, that no Complaint ſhall be made 
in Europe againſt any of the Council, without being previouſly com- 
mynicated to them; a Regulation formed Wen 2 Reaſons; and 
it was certainly made in Favour of that Board. But if a Perſon, 
having Ground of Complaint againſt the Council, by making uſe of 
the Mode preſcribed in Favour of that very Council, and by-com- 
plaining to themſelves, commits an Offence, for which he may be 
juſtly puniſhed, the Dixectors haye not regulated the Mode of Com- 
= ; they: have actually forbidden it: They have, on that Suppo= 
ſition, renounced their Authority; and the whole Syſtem of their 
e is delivered over, to the arbitrary Will of a few of their chief 
rvants. | | 


During the whole Day of that Deliberation, Things wore a decided 


Face, Mr. Haſtings ſtood to his Principles in their full Extent, and 
Ws : SR ſeemed 


mark, that in the very ſame Breath that Mr, Haſt - 


irectors even as an Argument in Favour 


_ 
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and ſuch an Exr dient was 81 upon by "Me. Rin , as will, no 
Doubt, be e by the Houſe: Bu it a throw new 
5 upon the Motives of all bis 'Strogg| 's with the Authority! of 
the iflature 

rde h Dy! the Conde met upon BY Ad "Ree Then 
Mr: Haſtings propoſed, as a Compromiſe,” a a Divi jon of Ile. Ob ect 
in queſtion." One Half Was to be ſurrenderep! to the . of "the 
Cod of. Directors, the other was referved for his Dign Icy. But 
the Choice he made of hiv own' Share in this Partition, is Fey 7 worthy 
of Notice. He had taken his eie Ground of 0e F on 121 inft 5 
Briſtow on the ſuppoſed ill Effect that fag 1 Ay chip would 
hate 64 the” Mind of the India n 45 that t theſe 1 
ve pers vould have no De pee Ris ale his Pe 


de ments, or maintaining tie Faith of THatits, which Ko 

6 foi their Acceptance, if they As Hint Created 11 8 Cb 

ic tempt," Mr! Briſtow's appearing n A political er 5515 
the Whale of his Complaint; yet, wh 7 1 mes to e 7 
tribution. of the Duties of the Office, he gives Mr. riſtow thoſe 

| tical Negociations of which but Day. k fore he had in 

1 Tong: Terms declared him perſonally: Incap le 3 whole Ap- 


ütment he omg to be fatal: 5 thoſe Negociations; and whit 


\thtnſpoke of as 4 Meafure in 17% lf br ck c bitterefl Adyerfa 
WS Ra Britain would have propoſe haviby thus yielded h 


whole Ground oF ofteiſible Objection, he  lerveg? to his" bk n "Ap- | 


—— the entire Management of the pecuniary "Fruft, ccord- 
ingly he named Mr. Briſtow for the former, apd Mr. Vifdaietn fot 
che datter. On luis own Principles, he. dught 10 haue done the very 
reverſe, On every juſtifiable Principle he, ought: to Hate done fo: 
For, a Servant, Who for a long Time teſiſts the Orders of. his Maſ- 
ters and when he reluctantly g gives way, _ them Þt by Halves, ou 
to be® remarkably careful to make his Actions ond Sith his 
Words, and to put himſelf but of all Suſpicion with regard to the 
Purity of his Motiyes. It was poſſible,” that the politica Reaſons, 
which: were ſblely afſiened againſt Mr. Briſtow's' Appointment, "might 
have been the real Motives of Mr. Haſtings's O ppoſition. But theſe 
he'torally” abandons,” and holds faſt to oh pecuniary, Department. 
_ as it is notorious that moſt of the Abuſes of India grow out of 
ENG it was peculiarly-\ unfit for a Servant, delicate with 
regar to his Reputation, to 1 require a perſanul and confidential Agem 
in a Situation merely official: in which Secrecy and perſonal Con- 
nections could be of no poffible Uſe, nud could only ferve to excite 
Diftruſt, Matters of Account cannot he made too public; and it 
is not the moſt confidential Agent, but tie moſt reſponſible, who is 
= _ for the AGE of 9 Truſts. That man was 


Lott the 
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the fitteſt, at once to do the Duty and to remove all Suſpicions from 
the Governor General's Character, who by not being of his Appoint- 
ment, he could not be ſuppoſed to favour for private Purpoſes ; who. 
muſt naturally ſtand in awe of his Inſpection; and whoſe Miſconduct 
could not poſſibly be imputable to him. Such an Agency, in a pecu- 
niary Truſt, was the very laſt on which Mr. Haſtings ought to have 
riſqved his Diſobedience to the Orders of the Direction, or, what is 
even worſe for his Motives, a direE: Contradiction to all the Prin- 
ciples upon which he had actempted to juſtify that bold Meaſure. 
The Conduct of Mr. Haſtings, in. the Affair of Mahomed Reza 
Khin, was an Act of Difobedience of the ſame Character, but wrought 
by other Inſtruments. When the Duanny 6 univerſal Perception 
and Management of the Revenues) of Bengal was 1 to the 
Company, together with the Command of the Army, the Nabob, or 


Governor, naturally fell into the Rank rather of a Subject, than that 


even, of 45 ependent Prince. Let the Preſervation of ſuch a Power 


in ſuch a Degree of Subordination with the Criminal Juriſ- 
diction, and the Care of the public Order annexed to it, was a 
wiſe and laudahle Policy. It preſerved a Portion of the Government 
in the Hands of the Natives; it kept them in Reſpect; it rendered 
theth quiet on the Change; and it prevented that vaſt Kingdom from 
welring the dangerous Appearance, and ſtill more, from finking into 
rhe terrible State, of a Country of Conqueſt. Your Committee has 
already reported the Manger in which the Company (it muſt be al- 
lowed upon Pretences that will not bear the ſlighteſt . Examination) 
diverted from its Purpoſes a great Part of the Revenues appropriated 


to the, Country Government; but they were very properly anxious, 


that what remained ſhould be well adminiſtered. In the Life time ot 
fn ke rota. and Colonel Monſon, Mahomed Reza Khan, a 

an of Rank among the Natives, was judged by them the fitteſt 
Perſon to conduct the Affairs of the Nabob, as his Naib or Deputy, 
an Office well known in the ancient Conſtitution of theſe Provinces, 
at a Time when the principal Magiſtrates by Nature and Situation 
were more efficient, This * Appointment was bighly approved, and 
in conſequence confirmed by the Court of Directors. Mir. Haſtings 
and Mr. Barwell however thought proper to remove him. To the 
Authority of the Court of Directors they oppoſed the Requeſt of the 
Nabob, ſtating that he was arrived at the common Age of Maturity, 
and ſtood in no Need of a Deputy to manage his Affairs. On former 
Occaſions, Mr. Haſtings conceived a very low Opinion of the Con- 
dition of the Perſon whom he thus ſet up againſt the Authority of 
his Maſters. On a former Occaſion (as the Directors tell him) 
“ and to ſerve a very different Purpoſe, he had not ſcrupled to de- 
«<clare it'as viſible as the Sun, that the Nabob was a mere Pageant 
« without even the Shadow of Authority.” Put on this Occaſion he 
became more ſubſtantial, Mt, Haſtings and Mr. Barwell yielded to 


his 


( 418.) 
his Repreſentation, that a Deputy was not neceſſary, and accordingly 


Mahomed Reza Khin was removed from his Office. 
However, left any one ſhould ſo far miſtruſt their Underſtanding as 
to conceive them the Dupes of this Pretext, they who had diſobeyed 
the Company's Orders under Colour that 0 Neputy was neceſſary, 
immediately appoint another Deputy. This independent Prince, 
who, as Mr. Haſtings faid, „ had an inconteſtible Right to his Situa- 


„ tion, and that it. was his by Inheritance,” ſaddenly ſhrunk into 


his old State of Infignificance, and was even looked upon in fo low 
a Light, as to receive a ſevere Reprimand from Mr, Haſtiogs, for 
. in the Duties of his (the Deputy's) Office. 

The Company's Orders cenſuring this Tranfition in the ſtrongeſt 
Terms, and ordering Mahomed Reza Khan. to be immediately reſtored 
to the Office of Natb Subadar, were received in Calcutta iv November 
1779. Mr. Haſtings acted on this, with the Firmneſs which he had 
ſhewn on others Occafions ; but in his Principles he went farther, 
Thinking himſelf aſſured of ſome extraordinary Support, ſuitable to 


the open and determined Defiance with which he was reſolyed to op- 


ſe the lawful Authority of his Superiors, and to exerciſe a deſpo ic 
Power, he no longer adhered to Mr, Barwell's Diſtinction of the 
Orders which bad a Tendency to bring his Government into Bite 
dute. This Diſtinction afforded ſufficient Latitude to Diſobedience, 
Bot here he diſdained all Sorts of Colours and Diſtinctions. He 
direAly ſet up an independent Right to adminiſter the Government 
according to his Pleaſure ; and he went ſo far as to bottom his Claim 


to act in eee of the Court of Directors, on the very Statute 


which commanded his Obedience to then. 

- He declared roundly, „that he ſhould not yield to the Authority 
« of the Court of Directors in any Inſtance, in which it ſhould re- 
„ quire his Conceſſion of the Rights which he held under an Act of 
cx Parliament“ It is too clear to ſtand in need of Proof, that he 


neither did or could hold any Authority that was not ſubject in wer 
Particle of ir, and in every Inſtance in which it could be exerciſed, . 
to the Orders of the Court of Directors. | 


He therefore refuſed to back the Company's Orders with any Re- 


quifition from himſelf to the Nabob, but merely ſuffered them to be 


tranſmitted to him, leaving it to him to do juſt as he thought proper. 
The Nabob, who called Mr, Haſtipgs © his Patron, and declared he 
% would never do any Thing without his Conſent, and Approbation,” 
perfectly underſtood KN kind of Signification, For the ſecond Time 
the Nabob recovered from his Trance of Pageantry and Infignificance, 
and collected Courage enough to write to the Council in theſe Terms, 
« I adminiſter the Affairs of the Nizamut (the Government) which 
& are the Affairs of my own Family, by my «wn Authority, and ſhall 
« do ſo; and 1 never can en any Account agree to the Appointment of 
«the Nabob Mahomed Reza Khan to the Naib Subaſhip.” Here 
: FM e n 
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was was a ſecond independent Power in Bengal. This Anſwer from 
that Power, proved as ſutisfactory as it was reſolute, No farther 
Notice was taken of the Orders of the Court of Directors, and 
Mahomed Reza Khan found their Protection much more of a Shadow, 
than the Pageant of Power of which he aſpired to be the Repreſen- 
tative, . EE a4 72 1 
This Act of Diſobedience differs from the others in one Particular 
which, in the Opinion of Your Committee rather aggravates than 
extenuates the Offence, In the others Meffrs. Haſtings and Barwefl 
took the Reſponſibility on themſelves; here they held up the Pretext 
of the Country Government, However, they obtained thereby one 
of the Objects, which they appear to have ſyſtematically purſued. 
As they had, in the other Inſtances, ſhewn to the Britiſh Servants of 
the Company, that the Directors were not able to protect them; here 
the ſame Leſſon was taught to the Natives. Whilſt the Matter lay 
between the native Power and the Servants, the former was conſi- 
dered by Mr, Haſtings in the moſt contemptible Light. When the 
Queſtion was between the Servants and the Court of Directors, the 
Native Power was afferted to be a ſelf- derived, hereditary, uncon- 
trollable Authority, and encouraged to act as ſuch. HOG | 
In this Manner the Authority of the Britiſh Legiſlature was at 
that Time treated with every Mark of Reprobation and Contempt. 
But ſoon after, a moſt unexpected Change took place, by which the 
Perſons, in whoſe Favour the Court of Directors had in vain inter- 
ſed, obtained ſpecific Objects, which had been refuſed to them: 
Things were however ſo well contrived, that legal Authority was 
nearly as much affronted by the apparent Compliance with their 
Orders, as by the real Reſiſtance they had before met with, After 
long and violent Controverſies, an Agreement took place between 
Mr, Haſtings and Mr. Francis, It appears, that Mr. Haſtings, 
embarraſſed with the complicated Wars and ruinous Expences into 
which his Meaſures had brought him, began to think of procuring 
Peace at Home. The Agreement originated in a Converſation, held 
on Chriſtmas Day 1779, between Major Scott, then Aid de Camp 
and now Agent to Mr. Haſtings, and Mr, Ducarrel, a Gentleman 
high in the 8 any's Service at Calcutta. Mr, Scott, in conſequence 
of this Converſation, was authorized to make Overtures to Mi- 
Francis, through Mr. Ducarrel; to declare Mr. Haſtings tired of 
Controverſy, expreſſing his Wiſh to have the Maratta War entirely 
left to him. That there were certain Points he could not give up. 
That he could not (for Reaſons he then affigned) ſubmit to the Reſto- 
ration of Mr, Fowke, Mahomed Reza Khan, and Mr. Briſtow. 
That he had not the ſinalleſi perſona! Oljefion to them, and wonld wil- 
ingly provide for them in any other Line, 1 
Hr. Francis in this Treaty inſiſted on thoſe very Points which Mr. 
Haſtings declared he cculd never give up; and that his Conditions 
+ were 


—— — — — 


new Scene, and gave Riſe to a third Revolution. Leſt t 


: — if not ſufficiently apparent 
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| were the Company's Orders; that is, the Reſtoration of the Perſons 


whom they had directed to be reſtored. The Event of this, Nego- 
ciation was, that Mr. Haſtings at length ſubmitted to Mr. Francis, 


and that Mr. Fowke and Mahomed Reza Khän were reinſtated in 


their Situations. f i „ 
Your Committee obſerve on this Part of the Tranſaction of 


Mr. Haſtings, that, as long as the — ſtood upon his 


Obedience to his lawful Superiors, ſo long he conſidered the 
Reftoration of theſe Perſons as a groſs, Indignity, the ſubmitting to 
which would deſtroy all his Credit and Influence in the Country. 
But when it was to accommodate. his own Occaſions in a. Treaty with 
a Fellow Servant, all theſe Difficulties inſtantly vaniſn; ang he finds 


K. periely conſiſtent with his Dignity, Credit, and eier, to do 


for Mr. Francis what he had refuſed to the ſtrict and reiterated In- 


junctions of the Court of Directors. Tranquillity was however for 


a Time reſtored by this Meaſure, though it did: not continue long. 


Ia about Three Months an Occaſion occurred, in which Mr. Francis 


gave ſome Oppoſition, to a Meafure propoſed by Mr. Haſtings; 
which brought on a Duel; upon the miſchievous Effects of which 
Your Committee have already made their Obſervations. . | 

The Departure of Mr. Francis. ſoon after for 17 5 opened a 
e Arrange- 
ment with the Servants of the Company ſhould have the leaſt Ap- 
pearance of being miſtaken for Obedience to their Superiors, Mr. 
Francis was little more than a Month gone, when Mr. Fowke was 


again recalled from Benares, and Mr. Briſtow ſoon after from Oude. 


In theſe Meaſures, Mr. Haſtings has combined. the Principles of 
Diſobedience, which he had uſed in all the Caſes hitherto ſtated. 


In bis Minute of Conſultation on this Recall, he refers to his former 


Minutes; and he adds, that he has © a recent Motive in the Ne- 


“ ceſſity of removing any Circumſtance, which may contribute to 
& leflen his Influence, in the Effect of any Negociations in which 
e he may be engaged in the Proſecution of his intended Viſit to 
„ Lucknow.” He here reverts to his old Plea, of preſerving his 
Influence; not content with this, as in the Caſe of Mahomed Reza 
Khan he had called in the Aid of the Nabob of Bengal, he here 


calls in the Aid of the Nabob of Oude, who, on Reaſous exactly 


tallying with thoſe given by Mr. Haſtings, deſires that Mr. Briſtow 


may be removed. The true ab of theſe Requiſitions will ap- 
ear 5 com the known Situation of the 
arties, by the following Extract of a Letter from this Nabob of 


Oude to his Ny at Calcutta, deſiring him to acquaint Mr, Haſt- 
ings, that © i 


| it is proper I will write to the King [of Great Bri- 
ce tain] and the Vizier [one of His Majeſty's Miniſters}, and the 
cc Chief of the Company, in ſuch a Manner as he ſpall direct, and in 


— 


the Merds that he ſhall order, that Mr. Briſtow's Views map be 


« thwarted 


(1) ; 


_ thwarted there.” There is no Doubt of the entire Co- opera ion 
of the Nabob Aſoph ul Doulah in all the Deſigns of Mr. Haſtings, 


and in thwarting the Views of any Perſons who place their Reli- 


ance on the Authority of this Kingdom. W 
As uſual, the Court of Directors appear in their proper Order in 
the Proceſſion. After this third Act of Diſobedience, with regard 
to the ſame Perſon and the ſame Office, and after calling the Pro- 
ceedings unwarrantable, in order to vindicate and uphold their own 


& Authority, and thinking it a Duty incumbent on them to maintain the © 


' Authority of the Court of Directors, they again order Mr. Briftow 
to be reinſtated, and Mr. Middleton to be recalled: In this Circle 


the Whole moves with great Regularity. 
The extraordinary Operations of Mr. Haſtings, that ſoon after 


followed in eyery Department, which was the Subject of all theſe _. 


Acts of Diſobedience, has made them appear in a Light peculiarly 
unpropitious to his Cauſe. It is but too probable, from his own 


Accounts, that he meditated ſome ſtrong Meaſure, both at Benares 


and at Oude, at the very Time of the Removal of thoſe Officers. 


He declares he knew, that his Conduct in thoſe Places was ſuch, as 


to lie very. open to malicious Repreſentations. He muſt have been 
ſenſible that he was open to ſuch Repreſentations from the Begin- 
ning:: He was therefore impelled by every Motive which ought to 
influence a Man of Senſe, by no Means to diſturb the Order which 
he had laſt eſtabliſhed. | 1 

Of this, however, he took no Care; but he was not ſo inatten« 
tive to the Satisfaction of the Sufferers, either in Point of Honour 


or of Iutereſt. This was moſt ſtrongly marked in the Caſe of Mr, 


Fowke. His Reparation to that Gentleman, in Point of Honour, is 
as full as poſſible. Mr. Haſtings « declared that he approved his 
Character and his Conduct in Office, and believed that he might 
« depend upon his exact and literal Obedience and Fidelity, in the Execu- 
te tion of the Functions annexed to it.” Such is the Character of 
the Man, whom Mr. Haſtings a ſecond Time removed from the 


Office, to which he told the Court of Directors, in his Letter of 


the 3d of March 1780, he had appointed him in Conformity to 
their Orders. On the 14th of January 1781, he again finds it an 
indiſpenfable Obligation in him to exerciſe Powers “ :nherent in the 
« Conſtitution of his Government.” On this Principle he claimed 
« the Right of nominating the Agent of his own Choice to the 
« Refidence of Benares. That it is a Repreſentative Situation, 
« That ſpeaking for myſelf alone it may be ſufficient to ſay, that Mr, 


Francis Fowke is not my Agent; that I cannot give him my Con- 
cc dence: That, while he continues at Benares, he ſtands as a Screen 


* between the Rajah and this Government, inſtead of an Inſtru- 
% ment of Controul : That the Rajah himſelf, and every Chief in 


„ Hindoſtan, will _ it as the Pledge and Foundation of his 
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2:4 Independence.” Here Mr. Haſtings has got back to his old Prin- 
ciples, where he takes Poſt as on ſtrong Ground. This he declares 


4 to be his Objection. to Mr, Fowke, and that it is inſuperable.“ 


The very Line before this. Paragraph, he writes of this Perſon. to 
whom he could not give his Confidence, that he believed he might 
c depend upon his Fidelity, and his exact and literal Obedience.” Mr, 
-Scott, who is. authorized .to defend Mr. Haſtings, ſupported the 
ſame Principles before Your Committee, by a Compariſon, that 
avowedly reduces the Court of Directors to the. State of a Party 
againſt their Servants. He declared, that in his Opinion “ it would 
ebe juſt as. ab/urd.to deprive him of the Power of nominating his 
6“ Ambaſſador at Benares, as it would be to force on the Miniſtry of 
« this Country an Ambaſſador from the Oppy/ition.” Such is the 
Opinion entertained in Bengal, and that but too effectually realized, 
of the Relation between the principal Servants of the Company and 
the Court of Directors. 


So far the Reparation, in Point of Honour, to Mr. Fowke, was | 


complete. The Reparation, in Point of Intereſt, Your Committee do 
not find to have been equally ſatisfactory; but they do find it to be 
of the moſt extraordinary Nature, and of the moſt miſchievous Ex- 
ample. Mr. Fowke had been deprived of a Place of Rank and Honour; 
the Place of a public Vackeel or Repreſentative. The Recompence 
provided ſor him, is a Succeſſion to a Contract. Mr. Haſtings moved, 
that on the Expiration of Mr. Morgan's Contract, he ſhould be ap- 
pointed Agent to all the Boats employed for the Military Service of 
that Eſtabliſhment, with a Commifhon of Fifteen per Cent. on all Dif- 
burſements in that Office; permitting Mr. Fowke at the ſame Time, to 
draw his Allowance of an Hundred Pounds a Month, as Reſi- 
ont, until the Expiration of the Contract, and fer Three Months 
After. ; 

Mr. Haſtings is himſelf ſtruck, as every one muſt be, with ſo ex- 
traordinary a Proceeding; the Principle of which he obſerves is 
liable to exe material Objection.” That one is material indeed; 
For no Limit being laid down for the Expence, in which the per 
Centage is to ariſe, it is the direct Intereſt of the Perſon employed to 
make his Department as expenſive as poſſible. To this Mr. Haſtings 
anſwers, that he is convinced by experience it will be better per- 
„formed; and yet he immediately after ſubjoins, . this Defe can 
6 only be corrected by the Probity of the Perſon intruſted with ſo im- 
« portant a Charge, and I am willing to have it underſtoood as a 
« Proof of the Confidence I repoſe in 15 Fowke, that I have propoſed 


* his Appointment, in Oppoſition 10 4 general Principle, to a Truſt ſo 
« conſtituted.” | | * 
In the Beginning of this very Minute of Conſultation, Mr. Haſtings 
removes Mr. Fowke from the Reſidency of Benares, becauſe he 
5 cannot give him his Confidence; and yet, before the Pen is out of his 
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Hand, he violates one of the ſoundeſt general Principles in the whole 
Syſtetn of Dealing, in order to give a Proof of the Confidence he re- 
poſes in that Gentleman. This apparent groſs Contradiction is o be re- 
conciled but by one Way; which is, that Confidence with Mr. Haſtings 
comes and goes with his Oppoſition to legal Authority, Where that 
Authority recommends any Perſon, his Confidence in him vaniſhes; 
but, to ſhew that it is the Authority, and not the Perſon, he oppoſes, 
when that is out of Sight, there is no Rule ſo ſacred which is not to be 
violated to manifeſt his real Efteem and perfect Truſt in the Perſon 
whom he has rejected. However, by overturning general Principles 
to compliment Mr. Fowke's Integrity, he does all in his power to 
corrupt it; at the ſame Time he eſtabliſhes an Example, that muſt 
either ſubject all future Dealings to the - ſame pernicious Clauſe, or 
which, being omitted, muſt become a ſtrong implied Charge on the 


* of thoſe who ſhall hereafter be excluded from a Truſt fo 


conſtituted. : | | 7 | | 

It is not foreign to the object of your Committee, in this Part of 
their Obſervations, which relates to the. Obedience to Orders, to re- 
mark upon the Manner in which the Orders of the Court of Direc- 
tors, with regard to this Kind of Dealing in Contracts, are ob- 
ſerved, Theſe Orders relate to Contracts; and they contain Two 


{tanding Regulations. | f 
1ſt. That all Contracts ſhall be publicly advertiſed, and that the 


moſt reaſonable Propoſals ſhall be acce 


ES CL end 
2d. That Two. Contracts, Thoſe of. Proviſions and for Carriage 
Bullocks ſhall be only annual. | | very 
- Theſe Orders are undoubtedly ſome CorreCtives to the Abuſes which 
may ariſe in this very critical Article of public Dealing. -But the 
Houſe will remark, that if the Buſineſs uſually carried on. by Con- 
tracts, can be converted the pleaſure into Agencies, like that of Mr. 
Fowke, all theſe Regulations periſh of Courſe; and there is no direc- 
ction whatſoever for reſtraining the moſt f rodigal and cerrupt Bar- 
gains for the Public. | | 0 ä 
Your Committee have enquired into the Obſervance of theſe neceſ- 
ſary Regulations; and they find, that they have, like the reſt, been 
entirely contemned, and contemned with entire Impunity. After the 
Period of Colonel Monſon's Death, and Mr. Haſtings and Mr. ell 
obtaining the Lead in the Council, the Contracts were diſpoſed of 
without at all advertiſing for Propoſals. Thoſe in 1977, were given 
for Three Years; and the Gentiemen in queſtion, growing, by Habit 
and Encouragement, into more Boldneſs, in 1779, the Contracts were 
diſpoſed of for Five Years; and this they did at the Eve of the Expi- 
ration of their own Appointment to the Government. This Encreaſe 


in the Length of the Contracts, though contrary: to Orders, might 


have admitted ſome Excuſe, if it had been made, even in Appearance, 
the Means of leſſening the „ But the Advantages allowed to 
2 A the 


( 


tte Contractors, inſtead of being diminiſhed, were enlarged, and in a 


Manner far beyo 1d the Proportion of the Enlargement of Terms. Of 
this Abuſe and Contempt of Orders, a Judgment may be formed by 
the ſingl Contract for ſupplying the Army with Draft and Carriage 
Bullocks. As it ſtood at the Expiration of the Contract in 177%, 
* Expence of that Service was about One thouſand Three hundred 
Pounds a Month. By the new Contract, given away in September 
of thet Year, the Service was raiſed to the enormous ſum of near Six 
Thouſand Pounds a Month. The monthly Encreaſe therefore being 
Four Thouſand Seven hundred Pounds, it conſtitutes a total Enereaſe 
of Charges for the Company, in the Five Vears of the Contract, of 
no leſs a Sum than Two hundred and "Thirty-five thouſand Pounds, 
Now, as the former Contract was, without Doubt ſufficiently advan- 
tageous, a Judgment may be formed of the Extravagance of the pre- 
ſent. The Terms, indeed, paſs the Bounds of all Allowance for 
Negligence and Ignorance of Office, . | 
The Caſe of Mr. Bellis's Contract for ſupplying Proviſions to the 
Fort, is of the ſame Deſcription; and, what exceedingly inoreaſes 
the Suſpicion. againſt this Profuſion in Contracts, made in direct 
Violation of Orders, is, that they are always found to be given in 
favour of Perſons cloſely connected with Mr. Haſt 


a ings in his Family, 
or even in his actual Service. 3 ** 


The Principles upon which Mr. Haſtings and Mr. Barwell juſtify 
this Diſobedience, if admitted, reduce the Company's Government, 
ſo far as it regards the Supreme Council, to a mere — to a 
mere Power of nominating Perſons to or removing them from an 
Authority, which is not only deſpotic with regard to thoſe who are 
ſubordinate to it, but, in all its Acts, entirely independent of the 
Jegal Power, Which is nominally ſuperior. Theſe are Principles di- 
_xeQly leading to the Deſtruction of the Company's Government. 
-A-corteſpondent Practice being eſtabliſhed (as in this Caſe of Con- 
tracts as well as others it has been) the Means are furniſhed of 
effectuating this Purpoſe 3 for the common Superior, the Company, 
having no Power to _—_— or to ſupport their own Appointments, 
nor to remove thoſe whom they wiſh to remove, nor to prevent the 
Contracts from being made uſe of againſt their Intereſt, all the Eng- 
lich in Bengal muſt naturally look to the next in Authority; they 
muſt depend upon, follow, and attach themſelves to him ſolely : 
And thus a Party may be formed, of the whole Syſtem of Civil and 
Military Servants, for the Support of the Subordinate, and Defiance 
of the Supteme Power. | MPO een 4d | 
Four Committee being led to attend to the Abufe of Contracts, 
Which are given upon Principles fatal to the Subordination of the 
Service, and in Defiance of Orders, revert to the Diſobedience of 
Orders in the Caſe of Mahomed Reza Khän. : 
ns s 3 l This 
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This Tranſaqion is of a+ Piece with thoſe that preceded. it. On 
the th of July 1781, Mr. Haſtings announced to the Board the 


Arrival of a Mefſenger, and introduced a Requiſition from the young 
„ That he might be permitted to di poſe of t 


ce 1 oon Stipend, without being made to depend on the Will of. another,” 
In Favour. of this Requiſition Mr. Haſtings urged various Arguments: 
'That the Nabob could- no longer. be deemed a Minor : That he was 
Twenty-ſix Years of Age, and Father of many Children: That his 
Underſtanding was much improved of late, by an. Attention to his 
Education ; That theſe Circumſtances gave him a Claim to the un- 
controlled Exerciſe of domeſtic Authority; and it might reaſonably 
be fuppoſed, that he would pay a greater Regard to a juſt (Economy 
in his own Family, than had been obſerved by thoſe who were 
Aliens to it. For theſe Reaſous Mr, Haſtings recommended to the 
Board, That Mahomed Reza Khan ſhould be immediately diveſted 
of the Office of Superintendant of the Nabob's Houſehold, and that the 


. Nabob Mobaret ul Dowla ſhould be entruſted with the excluſrue and entire 


Receipts and Diſburſements of his Stipend, and the uncontrolled 1, 


and Kegulations, of is Household. Thus far Your Committee are of 


Opinion, that the Concluſion correſponds with the Premiſes; 
ſuppoſing the Fact to be eſtabliſhed or admitted, that the Nabob, in 
r of Age, Capacity, and Judgment, was qualiſied to act for 
himſelf, it ſeems reaſonable that the Management of his domeſtic 
Affairs ſhould not be withheld from him. On this Pert of the Pro- 
ceeding Lour Committee will only obſerve, that if it were ſtrictiy 
true that the Nabob's Underſtanding had been much improved of. late, - 
by an Attention to his Education (which ſeems an extraordinary 
Way of deſcribing the Qualifications of a Man of Six-and-twenty, 
the Father of many Children) the Merit of ſuch Improvement muſt 
be attributed to Mahomed Reza Khin, who was the only Perſon of 
Rank and Character connected with him, or who could be ſuppoſed 
to have.any Influence over him. Mr, Haſtings himſelf reproaches 


the Nabob with raiing mean Men to be his Companions; and tells him 


(plainly, that ſome Perſons,” bath of bad Charafler. and baſe Origin, had 
found the Means of inſinuating themſelves into bis Company and conſtant 
Fellow/hip, —In ſuch Society, it is not likely that either the Nabob's 
Morals or his Underſtanding could have been much improved ; nor could 
it be deemed prudent to leave him without any Check upon his Con- 
duct.— Mr. Haſtings's Opinion on this Point may be collected from 

what he did, but by no Means from what he ſaid, on the Occaſion. 
The Houſe will naturally expect to find that the Nabob's Requeſt 
was granted, and that the in dure; the Board was conformable 
to the Terms of Mr. Haſting's Recommendation. Yet the Fact is 
directly the reverſe. Me. 1 after adviſing that the Nabob 
Should be entruſted with the excluſive. and entire Receipts and. Diſburſements 
of bis Stipend, immediately corrects that Advice, being aware that ſo 
bo | e ſudden 
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fudden and unlimited a Diſpoſal of a large Revenue might at firſt encourage 
Spirit of Diſſipation in the Nabob; and reſerves to himſelf a Power of 
_ eſtabliſhing, with the Nabob's Conſent, ſuch a Plan for the Regulation 
and equal Diſtribution of the Nabob's Expences, as /hall be adapted to 
the diſſimilar Appearances of preſerving hs Intereſts and his 3 at 
the ſame Time. On the ſame complicated Principles, the ſubſequent 
Reſolution of the Board profeſſes to allow the Nabob the Manage- 
ment of his Stipend and Expences; with an Hope however (which, 
conſidering the relative Situation of the Parties, could be nothing 
leſs than an Injun{tion) that he would ſubmit to ſuch a Plan, as ſhould 
be agreed on between him and the Governor General. | 
The Drift of theſe Contradictions is ſufficiently apparent. Ma- 
homed Reza Khan was to be diveſted of his Office at all Events, and 
the Management of the Nabob's Stipend committed to other Hands, 
To accompliſh the Firſt, the Nabob is ſaid to be “now arrived at 
«© that Time of Life, when a Man may be ſuppoſed capable, if ever, 
© of managing his own Concerns.” When this Principle has an- 
ſwered the momentary Purpoſe for which it was produced, we find 
it immediately diſcarded, and an oppoſite Reſolution formed on an 
oppolite Principle, viz. that he ſhall not have the Management of his 
own Concerns, in Conſideration of his Want of Experience. | 
Mr. Haſtings on his Arrival at Moorſhedabad, gives Mr. Wheler 
an Account of his Interview with the Nabob; and of the Nabob's 
implicit Submiſſion to his Advice, The principal, if not the ſole 
Object of the whole Operation, appears from the Reſult of it. Sir 
| 8 D'Oyly, a Gentleman in whom Mr. Haſtings places particular 
onfidence, ſucceeds to the Office of Mahomed Reza Khan, and to 
the ſame Controul over the Nabob's Expences. Into the Hands of 
this Gentleman the Nabob's Stipend was to be immediately paid, as every 
intermediate Channel would be an unavoidable Cauſe of Delay; and to his 
Advice the Nabob was required to give the ſame Attention, as if it 
were given by Mr. Haſtings himſelf, One of the Conditions pre- 
ſcribed to the Nabob was, that he ſhould admit no Engliſhman to his 
Preſence, without previouſly conſulting Sir John D*'Oyly ; and be muſt 
forbid any Perſon of that Nation to be intruded without his Introduflion. 
On theſe Arrangements, 1t need only be obſerved, that a Meaſure 
which ſets out with profeſſing to relieve the Nabob from a State of 
perpetual Pupilage, concludes with delivering not only his Fortune but 
| his Perſon to the Cuſtody of a particular Friend of Mr, Haſtings. | 
The Inſtructions given to the Nabob, contain other Paſſages that 
merit Attention. In one Place Mr, Haſtings tells him, ©* You have 
< offered to give up the Sum of Four Lacks of Rupees to be allowed 
be the free uſè of the Remainder ; but this we have refuſed.” In ano- 
ther he ſays, that © as many Matters will occur, which cannot be ſo oafily 
'& explained by Letter as by Converſation, I defire that you will on ſach 
* Occafions give your Orders to Sir John D'Oyly, es 


66 Points 


F 


Fn 3 


es Points as you- may defire to have imparted to me.” The Offer al- 
luded to in the Firſt Paſſage, does not appear in the Nabob's Letters; 


therefore muſt have heen in Converſation, and declined by Mr, Haſ- 
tings, without conſulting his Colleague, A Refuſal of it might have 
been proper; but it ſuppoſes a Degree of Incapacity in the Nabob, 
to be reconciled to the Principles on which Mahomed Reza Khan was 
removed from the Management of his Affairs. ESA | 
Of the Matters alluded to in the Second, and which it is faid, 
could not be ſo eaſily explained by Leiters as in Converſation, no Explanati- 
on is given, Your Committee will therefore leave them, as Mr. 
Haſtings has done, to the Opinion of the Houſe. ' | 
As ſoon as the Nabob's Requiſition was communicated to the 
Board, it was moved, and reſolved, That Mahomed Reza Khin 
ſhould be diveſted of his Office; and the Houſe have ſeen in what 
Manner it was diſpoſed of. The Nabob had ſtated various Com- 
plaints againſt him :—That he had diſmiſſed the old eſtabliſhed Ser- 
' vants of the Nizamut, and filled their Places with his own Depen- 
dents : That he had regularly received the Stipend of the Nizamut from 
the Company, yet had kept the Nabob involved in Debt and Diſtreſs, 
and expoſed to the Clamqurs, of his Creditors; and ſometimes 
even in want of a Dinner, All theſe Complaints were recorded at 
large in the Proceedings of the Council ; but it does not appear that 
they were ever communicated to Mahomed Reza Khan, or that 
he was ever called upon, in any Shape, to anſwer them. This Cire 
cumfſtance inclines your Committtee to believe, that all of thee 
Charges were goundleſs ; eſpecially as it appears, on the Face of the 
Proceedings, that the chief of them were not well founded. Mr. Haſt- 
ings, in his Letter to Mr. Wheler, urges the abſolute Neceſſity of the 
monthly Payment of che Nabob's Stipend being regularly made; and ſays, 
that to relieve the Nabob's preſent Wants, he had directed the Reſi- 
dent to raiſe an immediate Supply on the Credit of the Company, to 
be repaid from the firſt Receipts. From hence your Committee con- 
clude, that the monthly Payments had not been regularly made; and 
that whatever Diſtreſſes the Nabob might have ſuffered, muſt have 
been owing to the Governor General and Council, not to Mahomed 
Reza Khan; who, for aught that appears to the contrary, paid awa 
the Stipend as faſt as he received it. Had it been otherwiſe, that is, 
if Mahomed Reza Khin had reſerved a Balance of the Nabob's Mo- 
ney in his Hands, he ſhould, and undoubtedly he would have been 
called upon to pay it in; and then there would have been no Neceſ- 
ſity for raiſing an immediate Supply by other Means. * 
The Tranſaction, on the Whole, — very ſufficiently for it- 
ſelf. It is a groſs Inſtance of repeated Diſobedience to repeated 
Orders; and it is rendered particularly offenſive to the Authority of 
the Court of Directors, by the frivolous and contradictory Reaſons 
aſſigned for it. But, whether the Nabob's Requiſition was reaſonable 
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dr not, the Governor General and Council were precluded, by a 
ſperial Inſtruction, from complying with it. The Directors, in their 
Letter of the 14th of February 1779, declare, That a Reſolution of 
Council (taken by Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler, in the Abſence of 
Mr. Barwell) viz. © That the Nabob's Letter ſhould be referred to 
ce, them for their Deciſion; and that no Refolution ſhould be taken in 
« Bengal, on his Requifitions, without their ſpecial Orders and In- 
at ſtruckions,“ was very proper. They prudently reſerved to them- 
Aelves the Right of deciding on ſuch Queſtions; but they reſerved it 
to no Purpoſe, In England, the Authority is purely formal. In 
Bengal, the Power is poſitive and real. When they claſh, their Op- 
poſition ſerves only to degrade the Authority that ought to predomi- 
nate, and to exalt the Power that ought to be dependent. 
Since the cloſing of the aboue Report, many material Papers have 
arrived from India, and have been laid before Your Committee: 
That which they think it moſt immediately neceſſary to annex to the 
Appendix to this Report, is the Reſolution of the Council General 
to allow to the Members of the Board of Trade reſident in Cal. 
Cutta,' a Charge of Five per Cent. on the Sale in England of the In- 
veſtment formed upon their Second Plan, namely, that Plan which 
had been communicated to Lord Macartney. The Inveſtment on 
this Plan is ſtated to be raiſed from { 800,000 to { 1,000,000 
Sterling. | 5 | | Reg" N 
» It — all Accounts a very memorable Tranſaction, and tends to 
bring on a heavy Burthen operating in the Nature of a Tax, laid by 
their own Authority on the Goods of their Maſters in England: If 
ſuch a Compenſation to the Board of Trade was neceſſary, on Ac- 
count of their Engagement to take no farther (that is to ſay, no 
unlawful) Emolument, it implies, that the Practice of making ſuch 
unlawful Emolument had formerly exiſted ; and Ybur Committee 
think it very extraordinary, that the firſt Notice the Company had 
received of ſuch a Practice ſhould be in taxing them for a Compen- 
ſation for a partial Abolition of it, ſecured on the Parole of Honour 
of thoſe very Perſons who are ſuppoſed to have been guilty of this 
unjuſtifiable Conduct. Your Committee conſider this Engagement, 
if kept, as only a partial Abolition of the implied corrupt Practice, 
cauſe no-Part of the Compenſation is given to the Members of the 
ard of Trade who refide at the ſeveral Factories, though their 
Means of Abuſe are without all Compariſon greater; and if the 
Corruption was ſuppoſed fo extenſive as to be bought off at that 
Price where the Means were fewer, the Houſe will judge how far the 
Tax has purchaſed off the Evil. E 
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HE following letters, not originally in⸗ 
tended for a general publication, have 
been circulated amongſt ſuch honourable 
Members of both Houſes, as I conceived were 
moſt likely to take part in the conſideration 
of India affairs, and amongſt the reſpectable 
and independent proprietors, who voluntarily ; 
ſtood forth in defence of Mr. Haſtings, from 
a regard to juſtice, an eſteem for his character, 
and an opinion of his integrity. If the inſi- 
nuations and miſrepreſentations contained in 
every page of the th report, ſo far as Mr. Haſt- 
ings is concerned, were to remain uncontra- 
dicted, even his friends might blame him for 
acts, which, when candidly and truly ſtated, do 
him infinite honor. While the gth Report 


is 


0 


| n) 
was printed by an order of the Hononrable 
Hogle'of Commons, for the information of its 
own Members only, ie might have been deemed 
improper and diſreſpeatul | in me, to have offer - 


ed am remarks upon it, ſubſcribing my name 


do the publication, but to my great aſtoniſn- 


ment, I have ſeen a correct copy of this Re. 
port expoſed to ſale. at the ſhops of the prin- 
cipal bookſellers; and in order to attract the 
attention of the public to its contents, it has 


been advertiſedi in ſeveral news- papers, as con- 


taining * an account of the conduct of the 
« « Fo, Warren Haſtings, Eſq”. 


The dazzling tälents, and the untemitting | 
induftry of Mr. Burke, either to accuſe or to 
defend, are well Known. His enmity to Mr. f 
Haſtings, from the time his coufinWilliam was 
appointed Vikeet to the Rija of Tanjore and 
his ſolemn pledge to God, the Houſe of Com- 
Mons, and his country, in the early part of 
the late ſeffon; that he would prove him amoſt 
notorious delinquent, are alſo of public noto- 
„„ 


Mr. Burke has had acceſs to every Record 
of the Eaſt India Company. He has induſtri- 
ouſly fought for information from every gen- 

tleman ; 


4 1 0 
cloths who has ſerved in India. 11 is "*Y 
therefore to preſume that the Ninth Report 
contains every thing, which tends. to fix” the. 
charge of delinquency upon Mr. Haſtings 
The public will judge for æhemſelves. I here. 
not attempted, as Mr, Burke has done, to 


draw falſe inferences from aſſumed facts, Th 
Records of the Eaſt India Company ae the - 


authorities from whence, I truſt, I have _—_ 
every inſinuation chat affects Mr. Haſtings. | 5 


* There was a dige when Mr. Burke cane: 
ſured His Majeſty's Miniſters for the expoſure 
of the Company's affairs, and for aggravating 
their diſtreſſes with all the parade'of-ingif- 


« creet declamation,” when he termed: Yi : 


Committees of the Houſe of Commons, dur 


dear- bought Eaſt India Committees but 


what was done then was politic and wiſe, when 
compared to late proceedings. The Governor 
General fills one of the firſt and the moſt. im- 
portant offices under the Britiſh empire. Is it 
conſonant to ſound policy, chat the world 

| ſhould be informed the Government of this 
country can have no confidence i in him?” 151 it 


P. 


* Vide his "I rock: of he 19th 0 of Apel, 21 — 
Printed by Podltey. SLE 
decent 
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decent of fittirig that a pamphlet, ſtuffed with 


inſiguations and miſtepreſentations of the 
groſſeſt kind, tending to- ruin his reputation, 
and to Blaſt his character with his fellow ſub- 


jects, and amongſt foreign nations, ſhould be 
- Eirculated under the ſacred name of a Parlia- 


ere EE u 2 7 an e 
nation? 


Dauben avs, 
' N 1 Aren! 


Whether Mr, Haſtings is is to «bb DRL ar 


| to be continued i in the Government of 55 


is not a point of much conſideration with 


friends 3” but as long #s any ſet of men, either 


from intereſted views, * or from any other mo- 
tive, ſhall attempt his removal on the plea of 
delinquency, ſo long will they ſtand 3 


with confidence, änd with ſucceſs tob, 1 
Kis juſtification, and they will be equally ready 


to argue the charges produced, and the expe- 


N diency of his removal, Whenever thoſe queſ- 
tions ars brought for War. 


. o 10 


„ e eee from India Cs: a freſh 


proof of. the activity and iſucceſsful exertions 
af the Government of Bengal. The reſources 
5 procured by Mr. Haſtings, to ſupply the preſſ- 
ing exrgencies of the Preſidencies of Fort St. 


George, 


( 
Geoige, and BObay; have far exceeded the 
fanguine hopes of his friends, and fully re- 
__ the woeful PR of his enemies. 
n 
Theſe facts are fo ſtr ong, that notwith- 
ſtanding the honour of Parliament was im- 
prudently committed with the Proprietors of 
_ Eaſt-India Stock, by a haſty, ill conſidered 
Vote, in a thin Houſe, „That it was the 
duty of the Court of Directors to recall Mr. 
« Haſtings;” notwithſtanding the ſame Parlia- 
ment, and his Majeſty's - preſent Miniſters 
were pledged to the Nation by a Solemn Vote, 
at the end of the Seſſions of 1782,. to reſume 
that ſubject in the beginning of the laſt 
Seſſion; notwithſtanding the Secretary of 
State had illegally reſtrained the Eaſt- India 
| Company from tranſmitting to the Ealt- Indies, 
in an official manner, the Vote of the General 
Court of Proprietors, in favor of Mr. Had 
ings, becauſe his Majeſty intended to lay 
the whole of thoſe proceedings before his 
a Parliament: py W. M by foch' un- 
our poſſeſſions i in the Eaſt is almoſt diſſolved 
at a moment too, when it requires the 2 
baſis; nay, notwithſtanding all the powers of 
govern- 


A —— 


n 


(vi) 5 


government were called upon by Mr. Hatt. 


ings, in his manly minute of the zich of No- 

vember, 1782, to come to ſome deciſion on 

oy * * "ob ſuch is the nerds preju- 
i dice 


Wy 5 2 wing the mik peng conſequences of * late 
ive to 2 change of the government in zengal, 
a adds, „ Wich reſp e6 myſelf, 1 de- 


ee“ proteſt, that T am nt, nor will acknowledge = 


« myſelf reſponſible for any diſappointment, loſs, misfortune, 
« of embarraſſment, which ſhall attend the political intereſts 
« df the Compdny, dependant on this Government, from the 


«preſent hour, to that in which I ſhall dither deliver over 


" dhe charge of my office, if 1 am to be relieved from it; oc 
cc in which I ſhall be confirmed in the poſſeſſion « of it—I hops 
« 1 (hall not be fuſpeted of the baſeneſs of intending to 

« abandon my trußt, and thus preparing a plea for the effects 
* of my ow infidelity. — While my ſenſe of what I owe to 
« x king, m y country, a and my employers, ſhall r. require me 
«to remain in n my office; while I am allowed to remain in 
it, and allowed the full and free exerciſe of it, no con- 


et ſideration of family, life, or fortune, ſhall tempt me to 


Jeſert i it; and 1 hope I. I know myſelf when J declare, that, 


« no ſenſe of perſonal injury or " diſgrace" ſhall abate the 
dc cal with which I have hitherto diſcharged the duties of i - 
For this affurance let my paſt conduct be the pledge. — 

6 have now beld the firſt mominal place in this —— | 
65 almoſt twelve years. EIn all this long period I have almoſt 
ec unremſttedly wanted that ſuppart which all my predeceſſors 
i have enjoyed from their cunlſlitvente, from mine I have 
« received nothing but t reproach, hard epithets, and indig- 


40 naties, inſtead of rewards and encouragement : and inſtead 


6 of being allowed to enen tie Powers of my own govern - 


ment, 


= 


| ( wi) I | 
dice of opinion in favor of this Stent tan; 
ſuch is the conviction on the face of the pub- 
lic diſpatches, of the extreme difficulties he 
had to encounter, and his arduous exertions 
co ſurmount them, that though called upon 
by the ſuppoſed delinquent, preſſed by every 
obligation, private and public; poſſefſing the 
chief power of the ſtate, yet difregarding their 
own honour, and the honditt of Geverninient, 
by leaving all tliings in the chaos above 
Moy they rather &Hodſe to fubriiit 
to theſe reproaches, chan to hazard the 
queſtion. of the merit ahd demerit of Mr. 
Haſtings, when the facts are recent on the 
minds of men, and they prolong the anarchy | 
for another year, inſtigating and permitting - 
their inſtruments, in the mean while, to diſſem- 
inate every ſpecies of abuſe, and to poiſon 


« merit, for the benefit and improvement of their ſervice, 
«c” theſe, during a ſeries of fix years, were not only denied me, 
4 but converted, even with their connivance and encourage- . 
« ment, into inſtruments of hoſtility, of which I myſelf per- 
« ſonally, and all my meaſures, were the objects; yet under 
« all the difficulties which I have deſcribed, ſuch have 
c“ been the exertions of this Government, ſince I was firſt 
10 placed at the head of it, that in no one period of the Com- 
« pany's annals has it known an equal flate, either of wealth, 

ec ſtrength, or proſperity ; and let it not be imputed to me as 3 
_ & crime,if I add, cf Splendid Reputation, | 


the 


4 ) LL 
the minds of the public, by, diſtorting recent | 
facts, and bringing forth old refuted r 
| as' matters Mn new Ae 


7 7 
9 Sf. 


9 


9 | Here 1 meant to 1 6 clolea, Lunt 1 N Jay” 3 
proceedings in the Houſe of Commons, and 
a few. minutes only before the Houſe was 
prorogued, have, I confeſs, excited both my 
indignation and my contempt.—It is true, 
Mr. Burke ſpoke almoſt to empty Benches, 
yet his motion was aſſented to, and therefore 
clai s my attention.—1 paſs over the on 
diculous, the fulſome compliments which he 
paid to the labours of that Committee, of 
which, though not the ſole, he is undoubted- 
ly the moſt active Member. He then ob- 
ſerved, it was an accident only, which pre- 
vented the Committee from making a further 
Report to the Houſe of Commons, in which 
ſome” very extraordinary inſtances of pecus 
lation, connivance, &c. (for it is impoſſi- 
| ble to follow Mr. Burke, when his imagi- 
nation runs away with him) would have been 
laid before the Houſe. He therefore moved, 
that certain papers ſhould be preſented for the 
information of the Members. The Motion 


was ſeconded by Lord North, 85 carried of 
courſe. 


x 3 
courſe. The W papers called for, in- 
deed all of any conſequence, were thoſe ſent 
to England by the Majority of tis Supreme 
Council, in the year 1775, which tended to 
fix upon Mr. Haſtings, the imputation of 
having acquired no lefs a ſum than Four 
Hundred Thouſand Pounds, by indirect 
means, in thirty Months.—The opinions of 
the moſt eminent. Lawyers in England were 
taken, and they all declared, that there were 
no grounds for an action at Law, the preſent 
Lord Loughborough excepted, who though 
| he. adviſed an action, yet confeſſed that the 
charges were confuſed and imperfect. The 
majority of the Supreme Council, who ſent 
theſe extraordinary charges from Bengal, in 
1775, promiſed proofs by a future diſpatch : 
None however were ſent, and the Court of 
Directors, unable, with the aſſiſtance of the firſt 
Law Officers of the Crown, and the advice 
of Lord Aſhburton, Mr. Serjeant Adaif, and 
Mr. Sayer, to make any thing of ſuch an he- 
terogeneous Jumble of matter, dropped every 
idea of a proſecution.*—Lord North was the 
b Miniſter 


_ * Tris a curious fact, that a bare majority of the Court of 


Directors would nave removed Mr, Naſtings, in 1776, upon 
5 * 


41 

Miniſter at that time He was confequently 
acquainted with every circumſtance relative to 
theſe extrlrdinary tranſactions, and at a dif- 
tant period, in two ſubſequent and ſucceſſive 
years, 1780, and 1781, the noble Lord propo- 
ſed that Warren Haſtings, Eſq. ſhould again 
and again be appointed the Governor-General 
of Bengal. ——Not a fyllable was heard of 
peculation. Not a fuſpicton of eorrup- 
tion, though the papers, this day moved 
for, had been canvaſſed moſt critically at the 
India-Houſe, and the weſt end of the town, 
in 1775, and 1776. The men attached 
to General Clavering, whofe upright intentions 
I never doubted, lamented that ſo reſpe&able 
a man ſhould have been impoſed upon by ſo 
dark a villain as Nundcomar.— In 178 1. two 
Committees of the Houſe of Commons were 
nominated, the one to enquire into the cauſe 
of the war in the 1 the other to 
eonſider 


che charges alluded ta, but they were prevented by the inter 
poſition of the Court of Proprietors, and on that occaſion every 
member of the Rockingham Party voted in favor of Mr. 
Haſtings; yet Mr. Burke zow brings theſe charges forward 
as if the world had never heard of them before, though they 
were very fally inveſtigated, and the ſubject of long debates 
at a General Court, where the queſtion was carried in favor of 
Mr. Haſtings, by a prodigious majority of independent men, 
z gainſt the whole force of Government, 


a 


G) 
conſider the ſtate of the judicature in Bengal. 
Not an idea of Mr. Haſtings's delinquency 
was ever entertained, by any Member of the 
Secret Committee, tho? the Lord Advocate 
would have removed him on the ground of 
expediency. 


The Select Committee were inveſtigating. 
the cauſe of Sir Elijah Impey's appointment 
to the Sudder Dewanne Adawlet, when I 
arrived in London, on the 18th of December, 
178 1.—1 had the honor to be repeatedly ex- 
amined by the Committee upon various ſub- 
jects: Soon after the change of the Miniſtry, 
in March, 1782, Mr. Edmund Burke told 
me that there was a direct charge of corrup- 
tion againſt Mr. Haſtings, and he ſummoned 
Mr. Charles Goring to attend the Committee, 
with a view, I ſuppoſe af ſubſtantiating this 
charge. 1 wrote a Letter to General Richard 
Smith upon the occaſion, in which I ex» 
preſſed my readineſs to reply to any charge 
that could be, brought againſt Mr. Haſtings , 
that if Mr. Burke meant to revive in 1782, 
the charges which had been ſent from Bengal 
in 1775, an ample. and complete refutaticn 
of them would be found at the India-Houſe; 
that if any further charges were brought for- 
Ward, 


( xii ) 
ward, 1 was then ready to reply to them, Sc, 
&c. My Letter was read in the Committee, 
on the 10th of May, 1782, about the time, 
I believe that Mr. Burke was attempting to 
ſubſtantiate the extraordinary charges he had 
brought againſt Lord Rodney and General 
Vaughan. Both enquiries were dropped, as I 
thought, for although I ſhewed as ſtrong an 
anxiety out of the Houſe, to ſift the charge 
of corruption againſt Mr. Haſtings to the 
bottom, as Lord Lifburne did in the Houſe, 
to bring the accuſation againſt the General 
to an iſſue, we heard nd more of Mr. Haſt- 
ings, Lord Rodney, or General Vaughan, as 
having acted corruptly, or oppreſſively, dur- 
ing that Seſſion of Parliament. — When the 
Houſe met in December laſt, the Select Com- 
mittee was revived, but not a word paſſed re- 
lative to * this direct charge of corruption,” 
until this day, when, to my utter aſtoniſh- _ 
ment, a motion was made by Mr. Burke, and 
ſeconded by Lord North, that all the papers 

relative to this charge, as Mr. Burke is 
| pleaſed to ſtyle it, ſhould be laid in their 

crude ſtate before the Houſe of Com- 
mons,—Let any rational and honeſt man con- 
ſider for a moment. the nature of theſe pro- 
ceedings, which I will recapitulate, S 


In 


(rin) 
In the month of May, 1782, Mr. Edmund 


Burke, the confidential dependant of the 8 
Miniſter of that day, with all the coercive 
power of this country in his hands, enjoying 


the confidence of a miniſtry omnipotent in 


Parliament, and popular without doors, tells the 


agent of Mr. Haſtings, that there is . a direct 
charge of corruption” againſt the Governor- 


General. Tho? the power of Mr, Burke was 


ſo great, and popular prejudices then at the 
height; tho* Mr. Haſtings was fo totally un- 


connected in this country, and the Agent de- 


prived of every means of ſupport; yet, relying 
a * 1 

ſolely upon the integrity of his principal, and 

the juſtice of his country, he preſſed Mr. Burke 

to bring forward the charge, and pledged him- 


ſelf to anſwer it. Will any man, who knows 


the impetuous temper of Mr. Burke; who 
knows his enmity to Mr. Haſtings, ſuppoſe that 
he would have declined to prefer the charge, if 
he could have ſupported it? But the fact is, 
that that ſeſſion of Parliament was prorogued 
without my hearing a ſyllable more of this 
direct charge of corruption.” In Decem- 
ber laſt the Committee met again.— It has 
made five Reports, yet, no “ direct charge of 
corruption ;* And this day, juſt as his Ma- 
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( XIV.) 


, jeſty is on his way to the Houſe of Peers, 


Mr. Burke (without any previous notice) 
tells fifreen or twenty members, who were 


aſſembled in the Houſe of Commons, that the 
Committee is prevented by an accident from 
making fuch a Report as would expoſe the 


peculation, connivance at peculation, &c. of 


the principal ſervants of the Company abroad 


and at home; and then moves that thoſe 


papers, in their crude ſtate, ſhould be laid be- 
fore the Houſe, which the firſt Law Autho- 
rities in this country pronounced, in 1776, 
to be imperfect, confuſey, and unintelligible. 


£ 


-: mY have ſo unfeigned a reſpect for, and ſo 


high an opinion of Lord North, that I am 


ſure he ſeconded the motion from the moſt. 
laudable motryes, — His lordſhip muſt have 


read thoſe papers officially, in 1775, which 
contain the charge of corruption.“ — Since 
that period he has twice propoſed Mr. Haſt- 
ings in Parliament, for the high and impor- 
tant office of Governor-General of Bengal. [ 
want no further proof of his Lordſhip's con- 
viction of Mr. Haſtings's integrity, honour, 
and abilities. By ſeconding a motion for lay- 
ing the papers. before Parliament he is deſirous 
of courſe that the Members, having the ſame 


means 


( xv ) 
means of information, may entertain thoſe 
favourable ſentiments of the Governor-Ge- 
neral, which his Lordſhip did when he brought 
him forward three times to fill the moft im- 
portant office under the Britiſh Empire, and 
which, I hope and believe, he till entertains 
for him. As to Mr, Burke, I have ſeen 
ſuch ſtrange marks of prejudice in him, to- 
wards the moſt diſtinguiſhed characters in this 
country, Lord North, Lord Shelburne, Mr. 
Pitt, &c. &c. when they have differed from 
him in opinion, that I deſpair of making a 
convert of him, unleſs indeed it ſhould be 
his intereſt in future to call Mr. Haſtings 

His Honourable Friend.“ 


\ 


Queen-Square, 
16th July, 1783. 


JOHN SCOTT. 
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o THE 
Right Hon. EDMUN»UBURRx. 


| = London, 19th June, 1783. 
HE ninth Report of the Select Com- 
mittee has at length been publiſhed. 
Several months have elapſed ſince you firſt 
declared, that the merit of this extraordinary 
compoſition, whenever it appeared, would be 
ſolely and excluſively your own. The ſe- 
venth Report, which was confined to the 
buſineſs of Mr. Sulivan, Sir William James 
and Mr. Wilks, was the production of your 


honorable friend, General Smith; but as the 
members within doors, and the public with- 


B out, 


£3 

out, have been leſs warm in commendation 
of that performance than yourſelf, it has fo 
Rappened, that tho* you were both ſolemnly 
pledged to prove the matter, neither trivial, 

unimportant, nor worthy to be preſented oz 
the 1ſt of April, you conſented to the propo- 
fition of Mr. Fox, that the conſideration of 
the ſubject ſhould be poſponed to a future 
day, which was in fact diſmiſſing it for ever. 
The ninth Report however treats of ſo many 
ſubjects of great importance, that it can nei- 
ther be haſtily or lightly anſwered. I ſhall 

nat preſume to anticipate the defence, which 
| the Eaſt-India Company will doubtleſs make 
to ſo many very ſerious and heavy charges; 
nor ſhall I ſay a ſyllable in reply to the illi- 
deral abuſe which you have heaped upon the 
Court of Proprietors, for preſuming to exer- 
_ciſe thoſe Rights legally veſted in them, 
when they acknowledged the merits and quali- 
fications of Mr, Haſtings. I ſhall confine 
myſelf ſolely to the correction of ſuch errors 
and miſrepreſentations, as may tend to im- 
preſs the public with an unfavorable opinion 
of his character. Indeed almoſt every thing 
contained in the preſent Report, in which he 
is concerned, has already been brought for- 
„ | | ward 


6 
ward by your Committee, and fully, Faiflys 
And ſatisfactorily refuted by Detector.“ 
The only new points are, the remafks upon 
the plan of the 8th of April, 1782, for furs 
niſhing an inveſtment, and the hiſtoty” öf 
Mr. Haftings's pretended reſighdion in * 


I give you, Sir, every credit 550 can re- 


fe for the many very inpentous © argu» 
ments, which you have made uſe of to de. 
preciate the plan of the 8th of April, but 1 
really do not fee with what propriety they 
were introduced into a Report, profetſealy 
made for the purpoſe of giving information 
to the Houfe of Commons, # order ts tnable 
them to adopt the maſt proper means for regulat- 
ing 1 the Britiſh Government in India. You Knew, 
on Friday, the 13th Inſtant, at the time your 
worthy Chairman preſented the Repvtr, that 
the plan, whether gobd or bad, was aban- 
doned; you had known it above two months; 
even the Lively's packet had been 4 monch 
at the India-Houſe, and they contained a 
minute from the Governor-General and Coun- 
cil, from which I have been able to extract 
fome ſolid reaſons, which they have given for al- 
tering the plan of the'$th of April. It wobld 

not 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
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. 
not have ſwelled your Report much, but it 
certainly would have evinced your candour, 
if you had inſerted the minute at length in 
the body of your Report, inſtcad of publiſh- 
ing it in your Appendix, and repreſenting 
one part of it in a falſe point of view. How- 
ever as you have not thought proper to do 
this, I beg leave to inform ſuch Members of 
the Honorable Houſe of Commons, as may 
condeſcend to read this letter, that the 
Governor General and Council, in their mi- 
nute of the roth of May, 1782, obſerye 
te that the plan of the 8th and 15th of April 
< was liable, as they had been ad viſed, to 
& ſtrong and weighty objections, and that 
« ſince the publication of the plan, they. had 
te received a latitude from the Company to draw 
t Bills upon them, in particular caſes, ſuch as 
de they. conceived the preſent to be: They there- 
| © fore reſolve to draw upon the Company for. 
„ eighty lacks of rupees, at an exchange of 
te two ſhillings the current rupee, payable. in 
* one and two years, without intereſt, in 
* England, but 8 per cent to be allowed in 
* Bengal, from the time the money was paid 
into "the Treaſury, to the day the bills 
e were granted; and they further ſay, that 
* 


(3 J | 
te it ſhall be recommended to the Court of 
„ Directors, (they having no power to grant 
6e ſuch an allowance) to allow the Preſident and 

% Members of the Board of Trade 5 per 
s cent. on the produce of ghe ſales in Eng- 
t land, after the manner in which the Com- 
% pany gratify their eee ee in Can- 
4 ton,” | | 1058 
18 a lextor which 1 dig myſelf the honor 

to addreſs to you ſome time ago, I proved, 
from authentic evidence, drawn, from the 
Records of the Eaſt-India Company, that 
this remittance, negociated in the moment of 
war and diſtreſs, is more advantageous, by 
above 12 per cent, than that which your 
worthy Chairman General Richard Smith 
recommended to the Council in Bengal. in 
the time of peace and tranquillity. I. alſo. 
find, Sir, that Mr. Haſtings has not, ſub- 
ſcribed five thouſand pounds to. this , remit» 
tance, but your Chairman remitted the. e- 
normous ſum of Eighty Three Thouſand 
Six Hundred Pounds by that which he had 
ſo ſtrongly recommended, I confeſs it is 
with difficulty I can reſtrain my indignation, 
when 1 am vindicating the character of Mr. 
Haſtings 


„ 

Haſtings, from ſuch groſs aſpetſions as are 
caſt upon it. In the firft place he is blamed 
for adopting a plan, which, upon more ma- 
rare reflection. and receiving a latitude from the 

any for drawing upon them, he relinquiſhed. 
Then he if ftid to have allowed the Board of 
Trade, in his imptoved'plan; 45 per cent. on 
the ſales in England, when the real fa is, 
the Supreme Council have merely recom- 
mended to the Court of Birectots to make 
that allowance, Which after all, it is at theit 
option to grant or to reject, and the recom- 
mendation was in conſequence of a vety con- 
fiderable reduction in the coſt of the inveſt: 


Theſe ſtrictures upon a plan that has never 
been adopted, and as you well Know, never 
will be adopted, remind me of the very curious 
obſervation the General made in his 7th Re- 
port, as to the manner in which two acts of 
parliament were mentioned, in a letter from! 
Mr. Sulivan and Sir William James, to the 
Supreme Council. The General proves, al- 
moſt in the following page, that ſuch para- 

graphs made no part of the letter, and you 

deren now * the Houſe with an elaborate 
: treatiſe 
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rreatife upon an impolitic plan, and 5 
gravely obſerve, that © the judgment formed 
on the ſcheme of April (abandoned) hag 
* nothing to do with the project of May,” 
adopted. Then you aſſign two curious reaſons 
for not ſuppreſſing your reflections, the firſt 
not founded in truth, the laſt merely an in- 
finuation ; for I muſt inform you, Sir, that 
the Company received the plan of the 19th, 
of May, by the Liyely, -a Month before 
your report was preſented, though you aſſert 
that the Company does not know of it, v7 
any regular tranſmiſſion. PTS + | 


The Goyernor-General's diſobedience of 
orders is again aſſerted. No new facts are 
adduced, and I truſt I have in a former pub- 
lication fully cleared up every point of this 
kind. I call upon your Chairman, General 
Smith, who knows ſomething of India, to 
declare, as a man of honor, whether the 
meaſures purſued in England in 1776, and 
the two following years, were not of a moſt 
dangerous and miſchievous nature, that they 
tended. to weaken the neceſſary influence of 
the firſt Britiſh ſubje& in India. If you do 
not already know it, I inform you, Sir, that 
| Mr. 


I. - 


5 3 rat 105 '3 

Mi; Haſtings's language, both to his Majef: 
ty's Miniſters, and to the Court of Directors, 
nas been uniform and conſiſtent. oy Remove 
eme, or confirm ine, but do not leave mie 
ce at the head of the government, and de- 
ic prive me of the neceſſary powers of act- 
ing with effect for the public good.” As. 
often as you mention Mr. Haſtings's con- 
duct to Mr. Briſtow, and Mr. Fowke, ſo 
 'often will I repeat the evidence which I gave 
to your Committee, and 1 deſire General 
Richard Smith, who has ſerved the Company 
almoſt as long as I have done in India, may 
contradict me, if what I advance ſhould not 
be Rn in truth Clans common rae. 


4 


. 


MI. Haſtings fageelited t to 8 Govettithent 
of Bengal in April, 1772, at that time, and 
for-two years afterwards he enjoyed the full 
confidence of his conſtituents a confidence 
which he never abuſed. I aſk General Smith, 
if at that period, as well as during the Go- 
vernment of Lord Clive, Mr, Verelſt and 
Mr, Cartier, the Court of Directors interfered 
in the internal arrangements of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, They appointed civil ſer- 
vants as they had always done, but they left 

it 


te WY | 
it to the Government abroad to employ 
them as they thought beſt for the; public 
gervice. What would Lord Clive have ſaid, 
had the Court of Directors nominated the 
zunior ſervants to offices of truſt and com 
fidence in Bengal. He would have declared 
at once that ſuch an interference would ef» 
fectually deſtroy the neceſſary ee the 
Ann on 33v63-.1Þ0M 


ANV - OT 


The aQs of diſobedience which Jou have 

. again bropghe forward, when ſtripped of ls 
ſophiſtry and miſrepreſeatatian, in which they 
are involved in the Report, are as ehen. | 


Mr. Briſtow and Mr. Fowke, two | 
men of very fair and irreproachable cha- 


racters, were appointed Refidenrs” at Oude 
4 UE Benaris; the former in the room of Mr. 
Middleton, who'} Had been nominared | to > that 


office the very wer 175 bis we. not In 
the Company's ſeryice, had rendered himſelf 
© cohfpicuvus' by taking an active part againſt 
Mr. Haſtings, i in the unfortunate contentions 
which at that time divided the Sup teme 


—ykBy 
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Council. The” Goterticr:General oppoſed 
both- appointments, but as you well know, 
Sit, he had no more: power at that time in 
the Council, than 1 had. When by the 
death of Colonel Monſbn, in September, 
17967 he became poſſeſſed of ſome ſhare in 

the Government, ot Khich he was the head, 
he: propoſed' the recall ef Mr. Briſtow and 
Mr. Fowke, not from any perſonal objection 
to any part of their conduct. I have before 
TLagain repeat it, ald I call upon 

Mr. Fldtcis to contradict the, if aſſert an 
untruth, chat the atteftion of" every man 
from Gilcvres* to Dehly was fixed upon this 
act, as the criterjon;þy;, which he was to 
Judges, whether Mr. Haſtings meant 80 [Gain 
or to give up the Government, Whether! it 
was the intention of. General. Clayering, 
Colonel Monſon, and Mr. „F, cageis, to pro- 
claim to every power in Jadoſtan, the anni- 
. hilation of. Mr. Haſtings' 8 political influ- 
ence, when they appointed. Mr. Briſtow. and 
Ir. Fowke, is of no moment 0 enquire, 
but that ſuch was the effect of, it, is a point 
- which I believe no man. will diſpute. Mr. 
_ Haſtings thought their, recall was neceſſary, 
- to fix his own influence upon its proper foot- 


ing. 


N 

PE; fot the conduct of the public Teruice. 
The Court of Directors, however, thought 
otherwiſe. Without deigning to reply to the 
reaſons aſſigned by Mr. Haſtings fot recall 
ing: Mr. Briſtow and Mr. Fowke, they pe⸗ 
remptorily ordered them to be reſtored, The 
order arrived in July, 1778, about the time 
we heard of the French war. Mr hriſtow 
ha quitted India before the order urrived, 
Mr. Fowke was on the ſpot, but the execu- 
tion of the order reſpecting him was ſuſpend- 
ed. Sir John A died ſeveral mbniths 
before this period. 255 | 


Mr. Haſtings * —— a * 
into execution upon à ground, which in my 
opinion is unanſwerable. That if it had been 
obeyed juſt then, the Country powers would 
have looked upon; Mr. Haſtings's immediate 
removal from the Government as certain, for 
at that period, Sir, it was aſſerted, as I can 
aſſure you upon my honor, that the reinſtate- 
ment of Meſſ. Briſtow: and Fowke, were 
ſteps preparatory to Mr. Haſtings's diſmiſſion, 
and a letter of compliment and thanks from 
the Court of Directors to the late Sit John 
Clavering, was at that time tranſlated into 


the 
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| the Pein language, and circulated ſo high. 
28 in the camp of Nuzeph Cawn, | near 
Dthly. + Mr. Haſtings, in acting as he did, 
was not influenced by” reſentment to Mr. 
Fowke, but merely wiſhed to prevent an idea 
being circulated through India, that be was 
bimſelf on the point of diſmiſſion from 
bis öffce. Here, Sir, I will readily join 
iffye with you, that when the Court of Di- 
recturs heard of this faſpenſion of a politive 
order, they ought not again to have repeated 
it. If che reafons urged by Mr. Haſtings, - 
for delaying or declining to. carry their orders 
into execution, did not appear ſatisfactory, 
they ſhould have taken immediate ſteps for 
his difmiſon : but while the Government of 
England Thought -proper to continue Mr. 
Haſtings at the head of the Government in 
India, they ſhould have allowed him the ex- 
ereiſe of the ſame authority which his pre. 
deeeſſors had ĩnvariably poſſeſſed, an authori- 


| ty inherent in every Government. 1 ſhould 


be extremely glad to know, Sir, if you diſ- 
approve this neceſſary act of exertion in Mr. 
Haſtings, in which he had no perſonal inter- 
eſt; upon what principle you can juſtify tbe 
ny of Portland, ho diſpoſſeſſed two very 
06 honorable 
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| horiorable and able men "of the poſts of $ . 

ctetaries to the Treaſury, to — Way, for 5 
your brother, Mr. Richard Burke, and Mr. 
Sheridan. Colbnet Monſon ayowed i in Bengal, , 
like a man, that ho "wiſe Govyernment would 
employ men, of whole attachment they were 
not convinced. He looked upon General 
Clavering, Mr. Francis, and himſelf, as the 
Government at that moment; and he took 
awaß a trifling office in point of reſponſibili· 
ty, tho not trifling i in emolument, from the 
late Mr. Playdel, and | gave it to the brother- 
in-law of Mr. Fr: rancis, 8 


wt. -Þ 


An addition and s bey reaſon TY | 
termined Mr. Haſtings not to reinſtate Meff. 
Briftow and Fowke. He conceived, and with 
juſtice too I think, that every Native in 
India, from Calcutta to Deh ly, would have 
deemed their reſtoration as immediately pre- 
paratory to his own' removal. In this light [ 
again affirm, it had been repreſented by the 
party attached ro Mr. Francis. If Mr. Haſt- 
ings did, at that diſgraceful period, adopt | 
meaſures of harſhneſs or injuſtice to the rights 
of individuals, let thoſe be blamed for it, 
who *bloturely. forced the Governor-General 

WF 
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of Bengal, i into a.perſpnal. "conteſt yrith ew 
Jupior ſervants of the Company. Lou have 
auempted to impreſs the world. with an 
opinion, that Mr. Haſtings has avowed a 
principle of diſobedience, and t that his Agent | 
Major Scott, has o far adopted Mr, Haſt 
Ipgs's. ſentiments, as. to hold a ſimilar nt 
guage in England, My ſentiments, however, 
upon this ſubject, are neither new nor extra- 
ordinary. 1 think the Governor-General and 
Council are undoubtedly | bound to ) obey the 
orders of the Court of Directors. I muſt 
have been an ideot to have thought other- 
wiſe; but where they think obedience to 
their orders may be attended v with dangerous 
— conſequences, to the public, they certainly 
may diſpenſe with them, aſſigning whoever 
wed reaſons for ſo doing, and if thoſe rea- 
ſoys ſhould not be ſatisfadtory, diſmiſſion 
_—_— the ſervice ought 1 to be the cpnlequence. 
. Lam aſtoniſhed how - ſo plain a caſe can be 
miſunderſtood? Did Hor your Chairman, 
General Richard Smith, when. a Member of 
the Council in Bengal, ayow, on the 25th of. 
September, 1769, that he —¹ the propoſi- 
tion, which he then brought forward, was in 
direct oppoſition. to the poſitive orders of the 
Court 


EC i 


1 
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Court of Directors, . * the Gruation of | 
public' affairs fully juſtified hit, in propoſing | P 
to open the Company's J Treaſury for Drafts 
upon England ? Did. he not upon another 
occaſion toy, that he. would riſk his life and 
his honor, rather than carry into execution 
orders which be thought incompatible with 
the welfare of the State ,—that he knew, how: 
ever, he was reſponſible” for every 3 
of that kind. Without ſuch: a latitude, 
in the name of Cod, can a great Kingdom, at 
the diſtance of toys thouſand miles, from 
the ſuperior ſtate be governed. Orders highly 
proper may be iſſued here in January, but 
; When they a arrive in Bengal i in Ottober, i Cir 
cumſtances may be tb changed, as to Ser : 
: them #npolitic. In ſhort, Sir, it is for the 
"abuſe, © and not for the Proper "uſt, of power, 
that men in high ftarions,” at the 1 375 
half the globe, fhauld be puniſhed, 
was "the. ſubſtance. of Mr. Haſti aſting 88 a Ne 
| ments for recalling Meff. Briſtow an ke 
- originally? « am of opinion ag cle- 
men were appointed fo Eonvin * b 
« ets of Indoſtan of the antithilaribn « ; 
authority. Their recall alone can convince. 
a then that any ſhare of power in this Go- 


« yernment. 


| Probation « of Mr. E 


oo 
« vernment has reverted to me.“ When, the 
orders were repeated our ficuarion-wag ci criti. 
cal. War had been declared againſt F rance, 
and a large detachment. was, marching to 
Bombay. Mr. , Haſtings then obſerved, 
The reſtoration of Met Brittow and Fowke 
& Wong attracted the attention of every Prince 
in India, If they are re Bored, my. diſmiſſion 
« will be deemed cxrtain. The letter from the 
& Court of Directors to the late Sir "John 9804 
| « vering, has been circulated even to Dehly, 
«2; well as " firough our own Provinces, 
a While I am, permitted. to retain the Go- 
1 vernment, I [ muff ſoppore the dignity of 
* my ſtation as far ag, 1. can ,—declaring t that 
K. 2 man can more earneſtly wiſh' for a final 
l 4 deciſion than 1 do.! . Tris is remark les, Sir, 
HE the Directots 0 not, in the fir difap- 
00 8 conduct, nor in 
epetition of ho orders reſpectin 
tow and Fowke,. take the, Fall nor notice 
the argumeats, offered by Mr. "Haſtings in 
0 e. But I. ſhould be exceed- 


: glad to hear who. has ſerved 
inks apa 25 6a pe propria 
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CT OP Reza Chat appointment og 
Preciſely on the ſame ground: He Rad been 
made an object of party) bur 1 beg, Sir, 
you will be pleaſed to recollect, that this re- 
ſpeectable Muſfutnian has repeatedly declared, 
thar, to the juſtice, the impartiality, and the 
attention 'of Mr. Faſtin, gs, he was indebred 
fof his fortune, his Wender, and his life, at a 
time When he was accuſed by Nundconiar of 
the moſt Hagfabt crimes and enormities, 


Mr. Briſtow, as you know, has been lately 
appoitite to the Reſidency of Oude, by 
Mr. Haftin gs, The neceſlity no longer ex- 
iſted of declining to carry the Company's 
orders into execution, and obedience to them 
in their fulleſt extent has taken place. I am 
very ſorry therefore that any circumſtance re- 
ſpecting that Gentleman is again brought for- 
ward. Mr. Briſtow certainly did write a very 
intemperate letter to the Supreme Council of 
India, on the iſt of May, 1580, claiming, as 

a right, that office, which the Court of Di- 
rectors had conferred upon him, and ſtyling 


them in three ſeveral parts of the letter, gur is 


“ Honorable Superiors,” faying his claim 
was grounded on © the higheſt authorities,” 


D &c, 
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&c. c. You have remarked. upon Major 
Scott's 8 former evidence, who declared, that 
in his opinion Lord Clive would have ſent 
any man a priſoner to England, who had 
written ſuch a letter to the Board in his time, 
and you now ſay that your Committee finds 
nothing reprehenſible in the letter, though it 
excited the warmeſt reſentment of Mr, Haſt- 
ings, _ How, your friend, General Richard 
: Smith, could ſubſcribe to ſuch - an opinion, 
does, I confeſs, aſtoniſh me; no leſs ſo his ac- 
quieſence 1 in the new and dangerous doctrine, 
which in, your eagerneſs to, criminate Mr. 
Haſtings, you wiſh to inculcate. That Mr. 
« Briſtow was not the ſervant of the Supreme 
« «Council, as Mr, Haſtings. hazards to call 
3 him, but their fellow ſervant.” | 


* 44 


Wben the honorable General Vas a mem- 
ber of the Goverament of Bengal, 1 believe 
no man faw in, a, ſtronger light than he did 
the neceſſity of ſupporting the dignity of it, 
in its fulleſt extent, nor did any man require 
a greater degree of ſubordiaation, obedience, 
and reſpect, from every inferior rank in the 
civil and military ſervice. How would the 
General have bounced at the Board, if a civil 


ſervant 


| . 
("I's \ 


ſewänt had, in dictatorial terms, claimed an 


appointment as his right, becauſe *our "ho- 


„ norable ſuperiors had conferred it upon 
« him,” &c. &c. Would not the General 
have faid, < The dignity of this Government 
« muſt be preſerved. We are reſponſible to 
« the Court of Directors for our conduct: 

« To them we will explain our reaſons for 
* deviating from their orders; but we will 
U not be dictated to, or called to an 1 account 
6 « by our own i ſervants,” 2 
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1 am confident this would have been the 
Generals remark upon the occaſion, Did he 
not cauſe three Armenians to be ſeized and 
impriſoned in Oude? Did he not inſtigate 
the Council to ſend Mr. Bolts a oHfober to 
England; and for what? Becauſe the ſtories 
they circulated through Indoſtan, tended to 
leſſen the neceſſary weight and influence of the 
Governor of Bengal. Did he not procure the 
diſmiſſion of a moſt worthy, reſpectable, and 
gallant officet, Major Graham, lthout a 


Court. Martial, becauſe that gencleman had 


made uſe of an Weptelllbn. which was deemed 


difreſpe&ful, in a letter he wrote to the Gene- 


ral? An expreſſion mild indeed compared to 
ſeveral in the letter of Mr. Briſtow. I have a 
very 


4 22, ) 
very great reſpect and regard for Mr. Briſtow, 
| The bulineſs is now moſt happily. adjuſted— 
but: as my name is again introduced, I truſt 
Mr. Briſtow will pardon; me for faying, What 
every 1 man who read that letter in India, ſaid, 
that it was net written in ſuch a ſtyle as the 


| Sy my vol been addreſſed i in. 


* e e 
In ſhort, Sir, the lence of - contending 


| parties, 3 at the period thele appointments were 
agitated, had tended ſo far to weaken the n ne- 
ceſſary power of the Government, that Mr. 
Haſtings was left for two years in-ſuch a ſitua- 
tion as J truſt will not be the lot of any future : 
Governor General. 4 muſt ſuppoſe, Sir, that 
there i is as much integrity, ability and induſtry, 
| in t the Secret, as in the Select Committee and 
yet bow ſtrangely different are your ideas as to 
the future regulation of the Government of 
India. You term a ſenior merchant i in Ben» 
the F ellow-Servane of the Governor-Ge- 
| neral. —The Lord Advocate of Scotland, on 
| the, other hand, judging, doubileſs, chat many 
of our migfortunes have reſulted from the ſyſ. 
tem which was ſo induſtriauſly purſued for 
three years, of reducing the authority of Mr. 
e IP to n the moſt deſ- 
Fotie 


„ 
potic poner upon the Governor-General, If 
his ideas are carried too far, ſtill A look ppon 


Bis pill as being a complete confirmation of | 


every thing Mr. Haſtings has urged, as to 
the inſufficiency of the power of the Gougr, 
nor- General, à8 far as the Lord Adyacaze's 
ſentiments, and. the ſentiments. of thoſe with 
whom be has acted. can have weighs with She 
Public. eif 10 Ku 503 30008 a | 
b ing neqmi wor n Em bad ard : 
am ſorty to. . Sir, that you. oy 
pes more brought up. the buſineſs of Nxnd- 
comar, z; It ig impoſſible to reply to ininua- 
tions. I have again and again aflertad, that 
whenever à charge is brought. foryarg, it, ſhall 
de fully anſwered. All that I cap,now,dgyis 
to repeat what I have aſſerted (before, that 
Mr. Haſtings had no concern, either directiy, 
or indirectly, in the apprehenſion, the proſe- 


cution, or the execution of Nundcomar- I 
confeſs I do not clearly underſtand your exe 


coi * Nundcomar appears at the.yery 

time of this extraordinary proſecution 
++ diſcoverer of ſome; particulaꝶ of illicit 
<\, gain, then charged. upon Bar, Haſtiogs, 
$13he. Governor General.” Nungcomar, Sir, 
en no PUCAYErY whatever, he, accuſed Mr, 
bon Haſtings, 


En? 
Haſtings of having accumulated miffons of 
Rupees in about thirty months. The abſurdity 


of the charge was palpable; it Was fully en- 


quired into, and proved to be falſe in every 


part! Why would you' bot fav6ur the world 


wich a few forcher Parricolars teſpecting this 
moſt notorious of all delin tits, Nundcomar. 
You muft'know that it was generally ſaid! in 


Calcutta, about the time of his execution, 


that he had made ſeveral very important diſ- 
coveries. On the ak of Auguſt, 1775, a 
ſervant of Nundcon mar brought à paper ta 
General Clavering. On the sth the Raja was 
hanged. On the 6th the General ordered tie 
paper to be tranſlated. © On the tatk he 
brought ĩt to the Board. and ſaid he thought 
it contained ſeveral particulars, Which his 
Majeſty's Miniſters, and the Court of Di- 
rectors,  ſhould* be acquainted with. Some 
converſation enſued, and Mr. Haſtings inſiſted 
upon the Fr Being produced to the Board. 


It was then read and entered in the Records, 


On the roth Mr. Francis moved, that the 
paper ſhould be burned by the hands of the 
common hangman, as a libel, and the copy of 
it expunged from the Records. Here the 
buſineſs ended, and I ſhould hope; Sir, that 
| you 


(/ 25. ), 

you will not i in future 3 any thing ts 
the diſadvantage of the Governor-General, up- 
on * evidence: of ſuch. a man as Nundcomar; 


I again. repeat, chat a Committee was 


— appointed to examine into the charges 
brought againſt Mr. Haſtings, by the Raja, 
they had every means given them of inveſti- 
vating every particular moſt fully, and the en· 
quiry ended, as your“ direct charge of cor- 


10 ruption, has, ended, Nothing y WAS found 


chat reflected either upon the honor or the in- 
in; of dak lee 


The next hs which you have e 
into your Report, with a view to prejudice 


the Houſe againſt Mr. Haſtings, is an account 
of the reſignation; and here, Sir, I confeſs 


my unwillingneſs, to follow you. Two of the 


parties concerned in that myſterious buſineſs 


are no more: but your noble friend, Lord 


North, and the gentlemen who filled the two 
Chairs of the Direction, at the time this tranſ- 
action happened are upon the ſpot, and are 

able to clear up every dubious circumſtance 


in it. I will relate the affair as circumſtanti- 


ally as I can: Soon after the Supreme Coun- 


cl rived, and had commenced. their oppoli- 


tion 


(ab) 

ton to evety political tnedſite of Mr. Hit 
inge's government! Mr. Macheane went to 
England, impowered by the Govettior-Gehetal; 

to act as his Agent. "His inftrb&i6ns were 
| andoubredly ro endeavour to procure for Mf. 
Haſtings, that ſupport which he thought due 
to His ſtation; but if that ſupport could not 
be procured, Mr. Haſtitigs declared, very ex- 
plicitly, that he did not wiſh to remain in the 
Government. His letters to his Majeſty's 

Minifter, and to the Court of Directors at that 
period, breathed the ſame ſeatiments' exactly. 
The converſation alluded to, was of a ſimilar 
nature In the courſe of a few months, how- 
ever, the attacks upon Mr. Haſtings became 
very perſonal ; it was 'roundly aſſerted, that 
there was no ſpecies of peculation of which he 
Had not been guilty, and proofs were promiſed 
to be ſent to England by the latter ſhips of 
1775. Thus circumſtanced, Mr. Haſtings 
wrote to the Court of Directors, in the moſt 
explicit and poſitive terms, that painful as his 
ſituation was, and would be, he was determined 
to retain it until forcibly removed from it. ; 


Now, Sir, as the 8 under which 
er Macleane reſigned the Goverament for 
1 04 Mr. 


1 


Mr. Haſtings, wall dated i in December, 2 
ſurely the Court of Directors ought to hae 


regarded his poſitive declarations to them, in 


letters of ſubſequent datzs, by three and fix, 


months, as of more force than looſe, para- 
graphs picked out of letters to Mr. Macleane, 
tho' in the hand-writing of Mr. Haſtings, 
which contained ſimply this, if I am not 
ſupported, I wiſh to give up, becauſe any 
government is better than a divided one.” 
However, Sir, the Committee of Directam, 
who examined Mr. Macleane's powers, were 
a8 you ſay of opinion, that they were full and 
ſufficient. -a moſt extraordinary declaration 


from gentlemen, who had read letters of a 
later date from Mr. Haſtings, notifying his 


determined reſolution to remain in the Govern» 
ment, the ſeveral ſteps were taken to fill up 
the vacancy, but ſo great was the doubt of the 
legality of the a&, thar the parties concerned 
did never aſk the opinion of Council upon it, 
though required fo to do, in a e n 
by Governor Johnſtone. 

* The newer of chin ska event arrived 
in India, to the general aſtoniſhment of all 
parties, Mr, Haſtings diſavowed having giv- 


2 E be en 
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6 28-7). 
en any authority to Mr. Macleane to teſign 
fo him, but declared at the ſame time, thie! 
He would give up the Government, becauſe he 
rhdught that gentleman had acted for his in- 
tereſt; to the beſt of his jodgment. Now, Sir, 
cütde ön the great difficulty in ſettling this bu. 
| fiheſs; It had never been intimated to Mr. 
Haſtings chat he was inſtantly to reſign: Suck 
dh" idea Woufd have been tob abſurd for Mr. 
Macleanc to come into, of courſe he meant to 
cbHtinue until the ſeaſon for quitting Bengal. 
Sir Jotin® Cveriog on the other hand had 
been informed by private letters, that he Had 
ſuccteded to the Government. It was natu- 
ral fof im to ſuppoſe, that if Mr. Haſtings | 
could keep® the” chair à day, he cu,⁵ keep it 
as long as he pleaſed, ſo that this very circum- 
ſtance rendered the reſignation of no effect. 
It made it, in fact, an agreement which re- 
required Mr Haſtings's conſent before it could 
be complete, and ſuch undoubtedly it was. I 
paſs over the ſubſequent events in Bengal. 
Both parties made their repreſentations to 
England. Mr. Haſtings called loudly upon 
the Chairman of the Court of Directors, to 
publiſh to the world, what the powers were 
which had been-produced by 1 5 Macleane. 
He 


(29 ) 


He wrote in as ſtrong a ſtyle of complaint 
to his Majeſty's Miniſter. Thele letters were 


diſpatched prey ious to the death of Sir John 
Clavering. See, Sir, in what a dilemma you 
are involved. If you mean to inſinuate that 
Mr, Macleane was really poſſeſſed of full 
powers to reſign for Mr, Haſtings, that he 
made uſe of thoſe powers when; he ſaw; Mr. 
Haſtings on the point of being diſmiſſed from 
the ſervice, that his Majeſty's Miniſters, and 


the Court of Directors were, and ſtill are, fully 


ſatisfied of the ſufficiency of thoſe: powers 
what excuſe can you make for the conduct of 
your new friend, Lord North? That, noble 
Lord, ſince the period of this pretended: reſig- 
nation, has twice preſumed to come forward 
to Parliament, to propoſe a man to fill the high 
and important office of Governor-General of 
Bengal, who has dared, by your account, to 
practiſe ſuch a deceit upon the nation, as no 
puniſhment could be too ſevere for. I did 
hope, Sir, that this tranſaction would not have 
been revived at ſo great a diitance of time: 
ſince you however have revived it, why will 


you not call upon ſuch of the parties now in 


England, as have ſeen the powers which Mr. 
Macleane e Lord Weben was the 
9 - Miniſter 


"EL. 
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Hanifter when the refignativn woolt place. He 
was; the Miniſter when Mr. Haſtings denied 
cht authority under which it had. been made. 
He was the Miniſter When Mr. Haftings 
called for the powers to be produced to the 
world, under which his agerft had acted; and 

in the two following years, his Lordſhip 
projioſed that Mr. Haſtings ſhould be ap- 
pointed. Governor-General of Bengal. Can 
we, Sir, have a ſtronger confirmation of Lord 
North's ſentiments of Mr, Haſtings's conduct 
than he has given ? Would he have propoſed 
a man to fill the firſt office in India, who was 
fo far wanting in honor as ta deny or to ex- 
plain away, powers he had once given. There 
was à time when the argument I now uſe 
would have had leſs weight with you. There 
was a time, if I miſtake not,-when you would 
. yourſelf have impeached the noble Lord; but 
at preſent, I preſume, his Lardſhip's ſonti- 
ments of a tranſaction, which lam ſorry to 
_ well fo long upon, * m_ fome weight 
with you,” 


I have. ſo great an opinion of the honor, of | 
the noble Lord, that I am convinced no conſi- 
deration upon earth would have induced him 
to propoſe Mr, Haſtings, a ſecond and a third 

7 * time 


* 
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time for the Government of Bengal, in'a'Britiſh 
Houſe of Commons, had he not been fully fa- 
 tisfied of the propriety of his conduct, as well 
in the buſineſs of the reſignation, as in every 
en government, to the year 2751. 


In ſhort, Sir, you ought not to have menti⸗ 
oned a ſyllable about the reſignation; or if 
you had entered upon the ſubject, common 
zuſtice required that you ſhould have examined 
as many of the parties who were concerned: in 
that tranſaction as are now in Naa Same. 
of them are no more. and | End 
Let no renew'd hoſtilities I IO 5 
4 The peaceful grave's inviolable Dade, ow 

If Mr. Macleane was the Agent of the Na- 
bob of Arcot, Mr, William Baske is the 
Agent of the Raya of Tanore, 1 00 


— 
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Now, Sir, I mob inform you, ho 
curious reaſons which you have aſſigned for 
Mr, Macleane's conduct are totally without 
foundation. Every idea of removing Mr 
Haſtings at the India-Houſe was at an end. 
He had gained a complete victory there, a- 
gainft the whole force of a Government, whoſe - 
intereſt was at that period extremely powerful; 
but the idea was, that his Majeſty's Miniſters 

were 


CS 


| Abeba to ocarry in paflisment what | 
they could not effect in the city. I am con- 
Vinced, Sir, if the compromiſe had not taken 


Place, and the affairs of India had been agi- 
tated in the Houſe of Commons, in the winter 


n of 1776, Mr. Haſtings yould have had your 


watmeſt ſuppotr, for at that period he was in 
55 opinion of your party, an able, honeſt, 
great, and injured man, nor were his demetits 


diſcovered by you, until Lord North ſhewed | 


an inclination t to ſupport him In the firſt Re- 
port of your Select Committee, you have pub- 


liſhed a copy of Mr. Haſtings s public letter 


to the Chairman of the Court of Directors, 
which he wrote when he did me the honor to 
nominate me his Agent. That letter contains 


the following paragraph, Ic is material to 


% me to make one obſervation, that in my in- 
« ſtructions to Major Scott, I have particu- 
«larly provided, that I will ſuffer no'perſon 
«whatever to perform any act in my name, 


that ſhall be conſtrued to imply a reſigna- 


tion of my authority; ; proteſting againſt 
<<. the exerciſe of ſo dangerous a power, fron 
«its having been aſſumed upon a former oc- 


« caſion, without being warranted by my 


<6; roms þ or 6d ay previous inſtructions, 
1 1 ö a | on that 
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« that” could bear — mot diane unteren 
* co o ſuch 4 meaſure,” 1 er Hattet“ 
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Would Mr. knees Hire! to ESI, 
enquity in the manner he has done, if he had 
ever empowered any man to make a ſurrender 
of his Government for him, or would theo 
Court of Directors have ſubmitted to ſuch a 
notification, Provided they had believed that 
the ttanſaction of 1776, was a legal, valid ot 
figniarion, „and complete imall irs pe 241 

ol vl id 10 tung of 2673 une £ 

Thavbe now, Sir, gone through the infliug 
tions contained againſt Mr. Haſtings, in your 
i Ninth; Report. There is certainly no direct, 
(or implied) charge of corruption and thbꝰ 
you are pledged: to God, to the Houſe of Como 
mons, and your country; to prove the Go vera 
nor- General a moſt notorious delinquent; y 
have as yet produetd not ia ſingle rumen 
his corruption in office. Ix is true you have 
laboured hard to ꝓte ve, that an ophium oo 
track has been given to Nr Stephen Sülivaa 
upon terms not ſo advameigeous as probably it 
_ Have bern concluded a pon. eee 


enONaynio otom o: 21 nn: oc 
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1 happens unforrumately door that. ibis ga- 

fleman is the ſon of a Director. As the Ap- 
pendix to your Report is not yet publiſhed, I 
have get read Mr. Haſtings's tealons for diſ- 
| poling of the ophium eontract without putting 
it up to public auction: I dare ſay. they are 
of ſoms force; but what does the charge a- 
maunt to — that the gentleman, who has been 
eight times Chairman of the Eaſt- India Com- 
pany. bas ſerved that Company abroad and at 
home above fifty years, is poſſeſſed of ſo ſmall 
a fortune, that he procured for his only ſon, 
an appointment in the Civil Service at Ma- 
dras; that Mr. Stephen Sulivan went at the 
end of three years to Bengal; that Mr. Haſ- 
kings. who had been for many years in habits 
of intimacy and friendſhip with the father, ap- 
pointed him his Private Secretary and Judge 
Advocate · General; and that he afterwards 
gave him a contract, which has been a profi- 
table contract to every man who has held it. 
I believe, Sir, no man who has filled fo great 
an office for ſo many years as Mr. Haſtings 
has done, can be clearer from the charge. of 
waſting the public money for private pur- 
poſes, than he is: to mere inſinuations I ſhall _ 

oppoſe poſitive facts. Look around you, and 
tell 


* ” a | | ( 35 ) - | 
tell me how many of the gentlemen, who have 
arrived in * in the courſe of the twelve 


years, tha Haſtings has been Governor 
of Bengal, were of his family, or particularly 
patronized by him. With truth and juſtice l 
can ſay, that as Mr. Haſtings's fortune is mo- 
derate in the extreme, for his ſtation, ſo have 
the views and expectations of choſe attached to 
him been moderate. I deſire you will point 
out a ſingle perſon, either of his family, or in- 
timately connected with, or dependent upon 
him, who has returaed from Bengal with a 
large fortune or a dubious character. The - 
* few who are called his friends cannot rife 
above an humble medioctity, and the great- 
« eſt part are now ſoliciting to return to —ͤ— 
© for bread. Fr” | 


If the Governor-Genetal has waſted the 
public Treaſure for private purpoſes, ſurely it 
will not be difficult to fix upon ſome of thoſe 
individuals, who have benefired by an unau- 
| thorized exertion of the power of patronage. 
Produce a ſingle inftance of a gentleman, now 
in England, who accumulated a fortune in the 
"courſe of the twelve years Mr. Haſtings has 
been at the head of the Government of Bengal, 
8 F by 
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| 5 . 
by enjoying improper advantages at the Com- 


pany's expence, or in your own words, by a 


te waſte of public treaſure forprivat@purpoſes,” 
and you will go further to eſtabliſh, one 
ſpecies of delinquency againſt Mr. Haſtings, 
than by fifty inſinuations, unſupported by 
facts. That advantagious contracts have been 


given away in Bengal, as well as in other 


countries, cannot be doubted, but to every 
declaration, that rapid fortunes. are continual- 
Jy. made in Bengal, I ſhall oppoſe a poſitive 
fact. The Company's civil ſervants are ſome 
of them of above twenty-ſix years ſtanding 
in the country, many above twenty, and a 

great number indeed of more than fifteen 

years length of ſeryice, The Company's mi- 
litary ſervants are of equal, if not of longer 

ſtanding, and I refer you, Sir, to the evidence 

of your reports to prove, that almoſt all the 
gentlemen who haye been examined by you. 
have ſerved the Company abroad from. fifteen 
to twenty years. It was at the time of the 

acquiſition of the Duanne, before Mr, Haſt- 
.ings's return to Bengal, that thoſe rapid and 
enormous fortunes were acquired in a ſhort 

period; and as you well know, your honorable 
friend, General Richard Smith, was but four 
| ; ears 


991 
years ind ſeven months in Bengal. It would 


be impertinent in me to preſume to gueſs at 


the amount of his acquiſitions; but certainly 
we have had no inſtances, during Mr. Haſtz 
ings's adminiſtration, of rapid and enorraous 


fortunes being acquired, though by the ex- 
tenſion of our influence to Oude, the means 
of providing for individuals has de con- 


e Increaſed. 


Lou bade ſedtched the Commiany? s Records 


with induſtry ; you have had the additional 
advantage of converſing with every man who 
has returned from India; and what have you 
diſcovered ? that an improvident contract, as 
you ſtate it, has been granted to Mr. Stephen 
Sulivan-— This is The wafte of public 


Treaſure for private Purpoſes. Have 
you, Sir, been as moderate in exerciſing the 
power of patronage as Mr. Haſtings has 
proved himſelf to be, in a difficult and trying 


ſituation? How many of the name of Burke, 
ate now fed at the public expence your re- 
lation, who firſt acquired, and afterwards loſt 
a fortune, in the Alley, made two jeurneys 
over land to India, and appeared here as the 
; avowed agent of the Raja of Tanjore, was, 


ſoon 


68 


ſoon, after the change of the M iniſtry, in, 


March, 1782, nominated to the new and uſe- 
leſs office of Receiver of the Ballances due 


from the Eaſt· india Company to the Crown, 


on account of the Regiments ſerving in India; © 
or, in other words, Pay maſter of his Ma- 
jeſty 's Forces. in India: but I decline the in 


vidiaus . taſk of ſtating to what an extent 1a 
have exercifed the power of providing for 


your relations at the public expence, during 
the ſhort time your party has been in office, — 

Ic. is ſufficient: for me to aſſert, that Mr, 
Haſtings, and his friends, are as free from 
the vice of rapacityy, a8 en * pere of 2 
nee 11 7a e ee ee 


You 155 2 Gig, Sir, —_ Mr. 3 
when he firſt heard of the Reſignation, had 
recourſe to one of thoſe unlook'd for and hardy 


meaſures which characterize the oj of his 


eee 


Was this meant a as a a compliment 9 or A re- 


flection ? it was, I grant you, a hardy meaſure 
to march a detachment; acroſs India - but it is 


ſucceeded It was a hardy, meaſure to in- 
vade the country of Madjee Sindia but it 
produced 


9 


( 
produced an immediate peace with the only 
active Member of the Maratta ſtate, and a 
general peace with the Marattas has been the 
conſequence It was a hardy meaſure, and 
big with perſonal reſponſibility, to draw off 
the Maratta army at Cuttack, by advancing 
Chimnajee Booſla a Sum of money, without 
rhe conſent of Mr. Francis, but the Eaſt-. 
India Company has felt the good effects of 
it.— It was a hardy meaſure to propoſe em- 
barking fix hundred and forty Europeans, 
with a large ſupply of treaſure; to relieve 
Madras, at the moment that the navigation 
was interdicted, on account of the dangers 
that attended it. But the neteffity for ex- 
ertion was preſſing, and the Meaſure ſuc- 
ceeded. The Reſponſibility of this meritori- 
ous exertion was thrown upon Mr. Haſtings, 
and Sir Eyre Coote.— Theſe hardy meaſures 
have ſecured to the Governor-Gentral, the 
applauſe of his countrymen, and have faved” 
our — in _ from papa 7 307 09 

31 muſt Oy Siv, it does. p - 
thing extraordinary, that Mr. Haſtings ſhould” 
be cenſured by Mr. Burke, for betraying 
—_ an impatient, independent, and over-v 


bearing 


—— 


. 


bearing temper, and for preſuming to ava 
a principle of difobedience to ſuperior authort. 
ty. Does ſuch an accuſation come with 4 


good grace from a gentleman, who in one in- 


ſtance” has ated in direct oppoſition to the 
ſenſe of the late and preſent Law-officers of 


the Crown; and in another, has ſet his judg- 


ment up in oppoſition to the ſolemn” determi- 
nation of the great Council of the Nation? 
and who, having ſatisfied his own mind of the 

propriety of an alteration in a depending 
Bill, deemed it uſeleſs and unneceſſary to 
communicate his diſcoveries to the Houſe of 
Commons? If theſe are inſtances of amiable 
weakneſs, and are not to be cenſured on that 
account, why, Sir, will you not make ſome 
allowance for the difficulties of * Haſt- 


; GER ſituation. Wow) 


1 + 3 5 9 

Were 1 to aus 2 mode of eee 3 
were Ito attribute every action of your life 
to the worſt poſſible motive, how eaſy would 


it be, to ſay, that when yau took upon your- 
ſelf to reſtore two men to offices, from which 


they had been removed on ſuſpicion of de- 


; 3 you meant to obſtruct the courſe' 


of public Juſtice, or that when you examined' 
evidence 


( 41 ? 
eyidence without doors to prove the propriety 
of altering a bill which had been debated 
clauſe by , clauſe in a Committee of the 
Houſe of Commons; and when you made 
ſuch alterations upon evidence you thought of 
no moment to communicate, you ſhewed. a 
ſtronger inſtance of an independent ſpirit, 
than Mr. Haſtings has ever diſplayed. 


I truſt I am warranted in ſuppoſing that 
every part of the Ninth Report was written 
by yourſelf. Of this fact there will, I believe 
be no doubt; but the reſpectable Committee, 
of which you are a member, having adopted 
the reaſoning contained in it, perhaps ſome 
apology may be neceſſary to the gentlemen 
who attended when the Report was read, as 
well as to Mr. Burke. I affure you, Sir, I 
mean to take no improper liberty with them, 
or with you; and if in defending Mr, Haſ- 
tings from the inſinuations which are contained 
againſt him in the Ninth Report, I have been 
hurried into any diſreſpectful expreſſions, I 
very ſincerely acknowledge my error, and 
crave pardon of you, and the Committee. 


—— — —— — — — 
— — — — 


— 
— 
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I well know the deference and reſpect which 
1 due from an humble individual, like myſelf, 
to a gentleman who poſſeſſes ſo eminent a rank 


in the literary world, who fills ſo high an 
office in the ſtate, and is admitted to the Coun- 
eils of our moſt gracious Sovereign; if in any 
expreſſion in this letter, I ſhall appear to have 


loſt fight of that deference and reſpect, I truſt 
you will attribute it to my firm conviction of 
the injuſtice which has been done ro Mr. Hal- 
tings's character, in the Ninth 185 of the 
S Committee. i EF 


l have the honor to be, 
SIR, 
| * 


Four moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


7 * — oy pþ avs 5 
. 6 4 
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P. S. In the concluding paragraphs of your 
Report, you obſerve that many material pa- 
pers, lately arrived from India, have been laid 
before your Committee, I preſume you mean 
the diſpatches received by the Lively: You 
appear, however, to have ſelected the reſolu - 
tion of the Council- General relative to the i in- 
veſtment, as the only document neceſſary to 
be brought forward at preſent; and even this 
paper is conſigned to an Appendix, not yet 
publiſhed, - Vour Report is brought forward at 
ſo late a period of the ſeſſions profeſſedly, in 
order do enable the Houſe to adopt the moſt proper 
qneans ; for regulating the" Britiſh Government in 
India If this was your intention in bringing 
the Report forward on the 13th of June, ſurely, 
Sir, it would have been candid to have ſaid 
ſomething further relative to the Lively's diſ- 
patches, The idea without doors is, that 
they contain undoubted proofs of the ſpirited 
and ſacceſsful exertions of the Governor Ge- 
neral and Council, and give the Company a 
well-founded hope of their being able to ſur- 
mount the aſtoniſhing difficulties and embar- 
raſiments in which every Preſidency has been 
involved. Not a hint of this kind, however, 
is to be found in your Report, and the only 


. paper 


( 44 ) 

paper alluded to is that in which the Supreme 
Council have recommended to the Court of 
Directors, to allow the Members of the Board 
of Trade, reſident in Calcutta, 3 per cent. 
upon the amounts of the inveſtment. Any 
perſon reading your Report, would conclude, 
Jam ſure, that the grant of the g; per Cent. 
was abſolute by the Supreme Council, inſtead 
of being merely a recommendation, and in- 
ſtead of this <* memorable tranſaction,” bind · 
ing the Board of Trade to take no unlawful 
i emolument,” and conſequently implying, 
that ſuch, had hitherto been taken, the mean- 

ing muſt be, as the words expreſs, < that they 
© were to take no further emolument 3* by 
which was underſtood, I preſume, a reſtriction 
from trade, in ſuch articles as might affect 
the Company's inveſtment for the enſuing 
ſeaſon, 
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HEN I did myſelf the honor to ads. 

dreſs you on the 19th of June, the 

Appendix to the Ninth Report was not pub- 

liſhed, In candour and fairneſs both ſhould 

have appeared at the ſame'moment, becauſe it 

is poſſible that very different concluſions may 

be drawn by different men, from the ſame 

facts. If I preſumed to animadvert with ſome- 
degree of freedom upon the inſinuations con- 

tained in the Ninth Report, and to complain 
of the groſs injuſtice which has been done to 

the Governor-General's character, I ſhall be leſs 

able to reſtrain myſelf, when I proceed to the 
elucidation of ſuch parts of his conduct, as 

the documents which you have publiſhed in 

the Appendix will afford me an opporeanity 

of juſtifying. 

On 
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On the 13th of June, a Report from a Com- 


mittee of the Houſe of Commons, profeſſedly 
compiled by Mr. Burke, is preſented. This 


Report is made, © in order to enable the 
„ Houſe to adopt the moſt proper means for 


40 regulating the Britiſ̃n Government in 
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It. i is drawn up with great art and ability, 
and may not unaptly be ſtyled a Critical Re- 


view, palpably calculated to catch the paſſions 
aad prejudices-of the moment. The Appens 
cin from whenet I mean to refute. every ſylla- 


ble that affects Mr. Haſtidgs, is kept back 
until the fifth of July, twenty: two days from 


the delivery af the Report. If you ſhould 
ſays that its bulk prevented an earlier publi- 


cation, E muſt beg leave to. obſerve: to you, 


Sin, that common juſtice ſhould have induced 


vou to have produced the Report and the Ap- 


pendix at the ſame time. Mr. Fox, one day 


informs the Houle, after paſſing a warm, if 


not a juſt, eulogium upon the ability, the in- 
tegrity, and the labours of the Stlect Com- 
mittee, that a Report of very great impor- 
trance is ſoon. to be preſented, and then the af. 
fairs of India will be fully diſcuſſed, I do 


(.5 )- 
net. enquire into Mr. Fox's motives for poſt- | 
poning the conſideration of India affairs to 
another. ſeſſions, and thus playing with an 
empire, although the Governor-General had 
ſo ſpiritedly called upon Miniſters, either to 
remove or to confirm him, nor do I ſeek to 
know: what arguments induced you to fie | 
ſilent for the firſt time ſince my arrival in Eng- 
land, when. Bengal, or Mr. Haſtings, was the ; 
ſubje& of diſcuſſion in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, I am convinced that His Majeſty's 
Miniſters have an high opinion both of 
the ability and the integrity of Mr. Haſtings, 
Can any reaſonable man in this kingdom 
believe, that. a. ſingle Member of the Ca- 
binet really thinks Mr. Haſtings the author 
of the calamities of India, that he has acted 
contraryto:the honour and policy of the na- 
tion, or brought enormous expences on the 
_ Eaſt India Company? If one of his Majeſty's 

Miniſters entertained ſuch an opinion, would 


he have conſented to poſtpone the conſidera- 


tion of India buſineſs for ſo many months, 
when all parties agree, that Bengal is the laſt 
great ſtake left to chis divided, unhappy 
country? 


In 
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. 
In my laſt letter I ſtated the caſe of Mr. Briſ. 


tdw, but 1 omitted to take notice of à very 


ſevere and a very unjuſt inſinuation contained h 
in the eourſe of your ſtrictures upon it. In 
truth, I knew it to be ſo unfounded, that it 
made not the ſmalleſt impreffion upon me, 
though upon further conſideration it will be 


abſolutely neceſſary to reply to it, leſt the 
charge may have KA pa with the world. 


Aber ating the e in a Council re- 


3 the reſtoration of Mr. Briſtow, you 
fay, © Mr. Haſtings propoſed, as a compro- 


* miſe, a diviſion of the object in queſtion, 


„ one half was to be ſurrendered to the au- 


« thority of the Court of Directors, the other 
„ was reſerved for his dignity.” And then 
you go on to ſtate, * That Mr. Briſtow ought” | 
to have been appointed to the pecuniary 
« truit, and Mr. Middleton to the Reſiden- 
cy, provided Mr, Haſtings wiſhed to avoid 
% all ſuſpicion with reſpect to che _ of 
* his Motives.“ | 


I am mul ſorry, Sir, that in your eagerneſs 
to criminate Mr. Haſtings, you ſhould en- 
tirely forget what were the orders of the Court 

| 0E 


4 
of Directors relative to Mr. Briſtow, upon 
which the proceedings profeſſedly vere 
founded. In 1775, Mr. Briſtow was ap- 
pointed Reſident at Oude. In 1777, he was re- 
moved. In 1779, he was reſtored to the Reæſi- 
gency by the Court of Directors. In 1780, Mr. 


Francis moves, in conſequence that he ſhall 


be nominated to #he Refidency.., Sir Eyre Coote 
and Mr. Wheler agree, the former however 
expreſſing his diſapprobation of carrying into 
execution the orders of the Court of Directors 
at that particular monient, if they could have 
been avoided, and expreſſing his readineſs to 
adopt any meaſure Mr. Haſtings: could pro- 
poſe, for ſupporting the EN ee of 
a ſtation. $7782 


Nr. Briſtow was put in e of ha 
Refidency of Oude, in conformity to the oraer of the 
Court of Direfors ;, the other appointment was 
no part of the office to which Mr. Briſtow had 
originally been nominated, and might be made 
totally. diſtin, without an infringement of their. 
orders ; but had Mr. Middleton | been Appoints, 
ed public Refident, and Mr. Briſtow ta the 
office of Paymaſter of the Troops, and Collector 
of.zhe ra z how: would the Court:of Di- 


3 rettors 


„ 
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volts my mn deen ere into execution 
n n 

e can · kth more e ben 
ut than your reflections upon this affair. The 
attention of the Legiſlature; and of the people 
of England, is now however ſo ſtrongly drawn 
to the cauſe of the Goverrioe-General, that it 
is no longer in your power to injure him by 
inſinuations. If you mean to pfove, or to at- 
tempt: to prove, Mr. Haſtings a fietorious 
delinquent, which you are pledged to de, 
you muſt produce a ſpecific charge to which 
I will give a ſpecific, and I dare ſay a ſatiſ- 
factory reply: : if Mr. Haſtings's ckhràtter for 
integrity is not too firmly fixed, to be affected j 
by this part of your report, I will bring proof 
poſitive, that he had no private, no intereſted 
views to gratify, when he propoſed \ 
Mr. Middleton to Oude, and I cobtd\with, 
Sir, that you had thought proper to inſert ine 
following letter, either in your Report, or itt 
your Appendix. It was received on the 47th 
of May, at the India-Ffoult.” 300 {LR 


9 
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In Stoner; vet; Mr. Haſtings thought” 
he . to be . the public” 
1 conduct 


(9) 
conduct of Mr. Middleton, on theſe ground, 
that he had not exerted himſelf to procure the 
payment of the balances, due from the Vizier 
to the Company, and that he had neglected 
to tranſmit ſome material information to che 
Board, after ſtating theſe points in a letter to 
the Supreme Council, dated on the Ganges, 
azad of September, 1782. Mr. Haftings adds, 
« The obſtacle which oppoſed itſelf to the 
C Hamination of Mr. Briſtow, to the Refidents 
* ſhip of Oude, no longer exiſts. I have the 
-« pleaſure of findiag, upon the moſt impartial 
©&rF(inP$ ther the conduct of Mr. Briſtow, 
_«/Harlo# his former Reſideficy at the Court 
e of the Vizier, has been proper and attentive. 
Taccordingly wiſh him to ſucceed to the 
\, Preſent Reſideat, provided the Vizier has 
a” uo reaſonable NT to his POLE, 


: 41 have now great ſarisfaQtion in inforim. 
«ing you, that my letter to tlie acting Mini- 
2 ſter of the Vizier has had the happieſt 
effects in realizing the heavy balances due 
<< to the Company from Oude, and it is ſaid 
that che preſent Reſident, and his Deputy, 
are brought to a proper ſenſe of their duty 
to the Company. 
B « But . 
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But as in every act of my adminiſtration of 
« the affairs of the Company, I never had an 
% object in view, but their permanent inte- 
« reſt; as far as my judgment could direct 
4 me, and as prejudice in favor of thoſe in 
% whom I have confided, or againſt thoſe who 
© oppoſe me, vaniſh in my mind, when the 
« good of the ſervice requires it; I now wiſh 
« you to recall Mr, Middleton from the 
« Court of the Weine ad to mn Mr. 
9 Briſtow! in his room. | 


56, NI _ ſtate of health obliges- me to 
44 dictate this letter from my bed, yet I can 
40 not but add, that your inſtructions to Mr. 
* Briſtow ſhould be ſtrong and poſitive upon 
< theſe points; 1ſt. . That he ſhould. always 
ws ſhew every poſſible , reſpect to the Vizier- 
and his family, 2dly, That he ſhould 
<< take the moſt effectual ſteps for ſecuring 
all that may remain unpaid of the Com- 
* pany's balances ; 3dly, That the ſecurity 
te and internal peace of the Vizier's domi- 
* nions, and the happineſs of the people, 
* ſhould be conſtantly in his view, and that 
* he ſhould communicate fully and freely 
1255 "_ this Goverament upon theſe ſubjects.“ 


$24 — 1 | I ſhould 


(7 {82 Ng 
1 ſhould hope, Sir, after reading this 5 
you will be of opinion, that it is not poſſible 
to impute the Governor-General's conduct to 
baſe or ſiniſter views, and here en drop” 
the ſubject. 


From your ſtatement of the Ophium mo- 
nopoly 1n the Reports, I was inclined to be- 
lieve that I had been hitherto mifinformed re- 
lative to that branch of the Company's Reve- 
nues, but upon reading the papers publiſhed 
in the Appendix, I find, as I always under. 
ſtood, that Mr. Haſtings i is clearly entitled to 
the merit of having brought the amount of 

this advantageous monopoly to che credit of - 
the Company. 


Your honorable friend, General Richard 
Smith, will undoubtedly recollect, that while 
he was a Member of the Adminiſtration in 
Bengal, the Ophium of the Revenue of Bahar 
was avowedly a monopoly for the emolument : 
of individuals. It had been ſo during the 

Government of Lord Clive and Mr, Verelſt, 

and continued on the ſame footing until Mr, 

Haſtings ſucceeded to the chair. 


In 


— — . — 


n 
Pi  Jathefik year of his Government, he (ti. 
pulated that 800 cheſts ſhould be prepared 
on the Company's account, which was in fact 
adding two lacks of rupecs to the Revenues 
* that year, | 


In the ond year the whole of the Ophium 
in the Province of Bahar was provided on the 
Company's account, for which they paid 320 


rupees a cheſt, and might 1 n aro 
8 by the ſale of it. 


And here, Sir, I muſt Sa ds you 9 
not ſtate the tranſaction fairly, or truly, when 
you fay, e at length it engaged the attention 

of the Company.” The fact is, that it had 
. previouſly engaged the attention of Mr, Haſtings, 
to whom the credit is certainly due of having 
turned the monopoly of Ophium tothe advan- 
tages C of his employers ; a circumſtance, which 
from deſign or accident, you haye omitted to 
mention. It did not in fact engage the atten- 
tion of the Directors *till December, 1775, 
and all they then ſay upon it is, that it ſhall be 
| under the management of the 5 
Co yncil, 


After 


(+73 ) 

- After the arrival of Generat Clavetlilg, 
Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Franeis, the Su- 
preme Council determined chat the Opfrum 
ſhould be provided by contract, and all per- 
ſons were invited by an advertiſement to ſend 
in propoſals.— There were twelve candidates 
for the contract; Mr, Griffiths, whoſe pto- 
poſals were the loweſt obtained, and held it 
two years; it was then given for three years 
to Mr. Mackenzie, unleſs the Directors ſhould 
in the mean time order the monopoly to be 
aboliſhed, But you obſerve, that the con- 
“tract was not put up to public auction, as it 
« ought to have been, for which the Govenor 
« General and Council were ſeverely * 


4 manded.“ 


„ 


The words of the Dire&ors are, © hit 
the contract ſhould have been put up to 
* auQtion, or previous enquiries ſhould have 
been made, neceſſary to guide yotir judge 
* ment therein, and to warrant the eafure, 
ve therefore muſt diſapprove your ebnduct᷑ 
** on that occaſion.” I would aſk any rea- 
ſonable man, whether the paragraph I have 
quored ſhould be called a /evere reprimand? — 


What 


„„ 
What proof have you given, that previous en- 
quiries were not made? The fact is, that the 
Board, before they concluded Mr. Griffiths's 
contract in 1775, had made every neceſſary 
previous enquiry to guide their judgement, and 
the information of the Patna Council being 
on Record, a further enquiry in 1777 was un- 
neceſſary. | 


When Mr. Mackenzie's contract was near- 
ly expired, he renewed it for another year, 
and then it was granted to Mr. Stephen Suli- 
van for four years, the preciſe time Mr. 
Mackenzie had held it, and upon the ſame 


I ſhall forbear, Sir, to remark upon the very 
extraordinary ſtyle and manner 1n which you 
detail this , buſineſs, ſo different from any 
thing that has hitherto appeared in a par- 
liamentary report, but I will endeavour to 
relate plain matters of fact in plain and in- 


| telligyble oguage. | 


From 1965 to 1972, the Ophium of #5. 
province of Bahar had been a monoply in the 
hands of individuals, If it was wrong to 
permit 


( 15) 
permit the Company's ſervants - to enjoy fo 
great an advantage at the expence of their 
employers, your honourable friend, General 
Smith, having been a part of the time a 
member of the adminiſtration, is Particeps 
Criminis; but in thoſe days, the rage of 
Reformation had not ſeized him. In 1772, 
Mr. Haſtings cauſed the Company to parti - 
cipate in this monopoly. Their ſhare that 
year was 800 cheſts.— In 1773, the Company 
became poſſeſſed of the whole at 320 Rupees 
a cheſt, not in conſequence of orders from 
England, but by Mr. Haſtings's attention to 
the intereſts of his conſtituents, and for this, 
amongſt other œconomical arrangements, he 
received the thanks of the Court of Directors. 


In 1775, the Supreme Council determined 
to diſpoſe of the Ophium contract to the 
loweſt bidder.— There were twelve com- 
petitors, and Mr. Griffiths's propoſals being 
the moſt favorable for the Company were ac- 
cepted.— It is fair to preſume that the terms, 
which he took the contract upon, were very 
low that they were highly advantageous to 
the Company is clear, and General Clavering, 
and Mr. Francis thought ſo, or they would 
_ nor. 


„„ 

hot have canſented to Mr, Mackenzie's hald- 
ing the contract for three. years, upon almoſt 
ſimilar terms, without its being again put up 
to public - auftion, for you will be. pleaſed 
to ohſerxe, Sir, that neither General Claver- 
ing nor Ms. Francis, made ſuch a -propo- 

fixion.— This is a lact. which 1 beg you will 
attend ta. When Mr. Mackenzie's term was 
expired, he was permitted to hold the con- 
tract far one year longer, and then it wWas 
given fur four years to Mr. Stephen Sulivan, 
upon the ſame terms that Mr. Mackenzie 
had held it terms ſomething lower than the 
loweſt that had been offered by twelve differs 
ent competitors, when it was put up to public 
auction in 1773. Let any honeſt man read 
this plain ſtate of facts, and then declare 
upon his Honor, if it is ſuch a ene 
Mr. Haſtings need erer pig ib 


* - 


no 2913 5 af} l . 

+ If, Sitz John C Fs (of whoſe i n 
and honor I ever had the higheſt: opinion) 
coincided in opinion with Mr. Haſtings, that 
tho Ophium contract, upon the terms! which 
Mr. Griffiths had held it, was placed upon 4 
very fait and equitable footing, if he Tons 
ſented to permit Mr. Mackenzie toholdd it 

NMI. | | for 
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for chrer years, with 4 trifling MR in 


favor of the com any, and one proviſo, unleſs 
the mmoply 22 ould Be aboliſded, within that | 


period; if the only objection ſtated by the 


Directors to Mr. Mackenzie's contract was, 


that it had riot been put up to public auction, 


nor previous enquiries made, if Mr, Haſt- 
s has but merely continued a contract 


to Me” Sulivan, upon terms which General 
Clavering and Mr. Po 


| n Cod. Name, have you purpoſely involved 


140 wh - 


air in fo much obſcurity? — Ridicule i in 


the 998 # 


one Paragraph, inlinuation in a ſecond, and 
mite preſentation 1 in a third. 


£8 —- 


A 


You! fay, « This Monopoly continuing and 
« gathering ſtrength, through a ſucceſſion of 


4. Contractors, and being probably a ug | 
ay 


75 lucrative dealing, it grew to be every 


« a, greater object of competition. The 


Council of Patna endeavoured to recover 
" the contract, or at leaſt the agency, by the 
moſt 1 * ing terms z and in this Eager 


The Court of Directors 44 not recollect, Perhaps, when 
they made this obſervation, how fully the ſubje& had been 


- . conſidered in 1775, which precluded the neceſſity of a further 


enquiry, in the opinion- both of Mr. Haſtings and General 
vering. 


C ſtate 


rancis approved of, why | 


+4. 
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4 ſtate of mutual complaint and competition 
« between private men and public bodies, 
« things- continued until the arrival of Mr. 
« Stephen Sulivan, ſon of Mr. Sulivan, 
44 Chairman of the Eaſt-India Company, 
% which ſoon put an end to all ſtrife and 
«* emulation,” SEE # 16 

I really, Sir, do not know how: to ' reply | 
to this Paragraph. There is ſuch a ſtrange 
miſrepreſentation of facts throughout. In 
the firſt place, the offer from the Council of 
Patna was made in March, 1775, in reply to 
a letter to them from the Supreme Council, 
requiring their opinion as to the beſt mode of 
providing Ophium in future. —The offer was 
not accepted, as Mr, Griffiths's terms were 
much more favorable for the Company, and 
I can find no ſubſequent application from the 
Patna Council.—The Board of Trade, which 
is an Imperium in Imperio, had applied to 
the Directors to be allowed the management 
of the Ophium as a commercial concern; 
but ſince the year 1777, they appear not to 
have written reſpecting the Contract; — ſo that 
< the "eager ſtate of mutual complaint, 
competition,“ to which you allude ; but 

IP Fr | 3 


© INJ 
of which I can find no trace in the Ap- 
pendix muſt have been from March, 1775, 
to Auguſt, 1777, above three years prior to Mr. 
Stephen Sulivan's arrival in Bengal. How 
can you, Sir, attempt to rniſlead the public i in 
fo groſs a manner? Would not any man of 
common underſtanding ſuppoſe from reading 
your account, that the Ophium contract had 
been a continued object of contention, from 
1775, till Mr. Sulivan got it in 781? Yet 
I cannot find a line upon the ſubject in your 
Appendix, between the months of July, 
1777, when the contratt was granted to Mr. 
Mackenzie, and April, 1781, when it was 
given to Mr. Sulivan—A period of SIG 

four years,— 


Mr. Francis obſerved, when the Ophium 
contract was firſt under conſideration, on the 
23d of May, 1775, * ſhould think it unadviſe- 
« able to engage on very low terms with any con- 
 &*. zraflor.”” Here Mr. Francis ſpeaks as every 
ſenſible man will ſpeak, who thinks upon the 
fubject. But if this Ophium contract was to be 
put up annually to public auction, and given 
to the loweſt bidder, as you aſſert it ought to 
be, it may fall into the hands, as Mr, Francis 
lays, 


( 20 ) ; 
ſays, & of perſons who have the power to indem 
, tbemſelves at any rate; and from whom. the, 
6 Mus rs would in fact have nb ek. 


'L e your regard for Mr. Francis ; : it 
giyey me. there fore much pleaſure to quote 


What you deem ſo reſpectable an authority. fing 


alſo; in your Appendix an unanſwerable argu- 
ment in favour of the Ophium Contract being 
extended. beyond the period of one, or two 


years; Mr, Griffiths ſays (and a contractor 


may. ſpeak truth ſometimes) * As the extent 
« and i improvement of the poppy cultivation 
1 wholcly depends on the meaſures adopted by 


« the contractor, it is unqueſtionably his 


93 


« intereſt (when his engagements are for a long 
<« term) to conduct himſelf with that juſtice 
& and. Jenity, which is the only mode of con- 


« ciliating the good opinion of the Ryots, and 


ec thereby. encouraging them to pay. their 
40 whole and. anremitred attention to the pro- 
« duce of their lands; they will then, and nat 
<« till. then, beartily join with the contractor, in 


2 extending the cultivation, and readily adopt 


e any mode which he may point out for the 
«6 improvement thereof. — Theſe bappy effects 
6 Can v1 be experienced, while the engage» 


6 ments 


21 ) 
ce ments are limited to one year; the contractor, 
00 baving # no future object, finds it neceſſary to 

exact bis utmoſt dues from the Ryot, who, as 

« he expects a new maſter, his whole attention 
« is conſequently bent on taking advantage of 
66 the new and old contractors, &c. &c, 1 


Mr. . Griffiths was, permitted 0 hols. ts 
contra a ſecond year. | 


"Wo mn 18.4 0 


e 


00 been able to Kriz 0 great bardfip 
10 and diſtreſs from a frequent change of con- 
&« tractors; your granting me the, excluſive 
« privilege of manufacturing the Ophium for 
&« a term of years, will ks it my intereſt FA 
«* cheriſh the Inhabitants, and experience will 
e teach them to confide i in me, and encourage 
„them to app ly themſclves to the cultufe of 
« their lands with chearfulneſs and alacrity, 

* Theſe deſirable effects can never be felt, 
« whillt they have a yearly change of waſters, as a: 

« the contractor, in that caſe, confines his 
or * ſtudy and attention ſolely to temporary a ad- 
* vantages, without any view, to future i im. 


% provement, or the cultivation of this valy- 
< able branch of revenue,” . | 


* ** 


1 40 
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* 40 not enquire into the-motives s.whick in- 
duced Mr, Criffiths and Mr. Mackenzie to 
offer theſe Remarks to the Board, but they are 
founded | in reaſon, wh and common ſenſe. 


\ 


I ang now explained the nature of the con- 
tract granted to Mr. Sulivan. I will not pre- 
tend to ſay, that I believe it to be, even upon 
the preſent fair and equitable terms, a diſad- 
vantageous contract; but I beg you to con- 
ſider, Sir, that if Mr. Haſtings had not inter- 
fered in behalf of the Eaſt-India Company, 
the monopoly might to this moment have 
continued in the hands of the Patna Fac- 
tory.—Some perſon muſt hold it, and as 

\ Mr. Sulivan has it upon lower terms than 
the loweſt of the twelve competitors, who 
gave in propoſals in the year 1775, I do 

not ſee how it can reaſonably be ſuppoſed, 
that any other perſon could have taken it 
upon more favorable terms for the Com- 
pany.—1 cannot however help obſerving the 
ſtreſs you lay upon Mr. Higginſon's evi- 
dence;— That it Was generally believed in 
« Calcutta, Mr. Sulivan had ſold the con- 
& tract, tho he could not ſpecify for what 


« ſum.” — Adopting this doubtful evidence,as 
| if 


8.3 
if it were poſitive to the fact you add, From 
this tranſaction it appears clearly, that the 
contract was given to Mr. Sulivan, for no 
e other purpoſe Shay to ſupply him with a 
2 ſum of 8 


Is this at's fair, juſt, - or candid? 
You have no proof that Mr. Sulivan has diſ- 
poſed of his contract, and it you had, you 
are ignorant of his motives for the diſpoſal of 
it. —The point to conſider is this, was the 
contract given to him upon ſuch terms as 
to make the tranſaction appear to be a job? 
Certainly not. What would your Chairman 
think of me, if I were to entertain the Com- 
mittee, by telling them, that when 1 had the 
honor to ſerve under General Smith's com- 
5 mand, as a Subaltern Officer in Bengal, the 
Provinces of Corah and Allahabad were called 
the Commander in Chiet's eſtate, and that it 
was generally believed he rented thoſe Pro- 
vinces from Shaw Allum; and further, that 
he paid him the Bengal Tribute in Viziery 
Rupees ? — et you might certainly receive 
this evidence from me, with as much pra- 
priety as you did Mr. Higginſon's, relative 
to the ſale of Mr. Sulivan's contract. The 

tranſactions 


02 ) 
" VakkHics 1 ülfadde 68, were 4s moch the 
fubjeck of public conberſation and general Bd. 
Tf; as, ttt to vieh 29 examined Nr. 
kligginſen ! e d 


Abl 


I do not dies myo pi prove the fact, bor 
1 gobd reaſon to beliove, that Mr. 
Süli van has not, even to e nar diſpo- 
fed ofthe contract. OG: 1 207 


to Igtogt! b a4 


That. I may be able to quit this drowly fy ty - 
up of the Eaſt altogether, I ſhall proceed 4b 
date how, it. was diſpoſed of laſt year; and 
here again, I ſhall have much reaſon to com- 
Pin f your want of candour 5 feirbeſs. 


© With.fubmi ifion to you, Sir, i it was not e güte 
fair t ſtate that tlie Governor- General: and 
Tophcil had entered, upon a daring ſpecula- 
on, without obſerving the ſtrong and urgent 
necellity, 1 which compelled them to appropri- 
ate every rupee they could collect to che 
relief of the Company's preſſing exigencies 
dpon the coaſt of Coromandel. The queſtion 
was this : : Whether, under the circumſtances 
which exiſted i in Bengal in 1781, it would 
have been more eligible to have ſent no ſupply 
whatever 


* 
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whatever to China, or to adopt a plan which 
gave the Factory at Canton a chance at leaſt 
of ſending cargoes: to England? Neither 
money nor bills could be ſpared. The ſcheme 
might have been à dating one, but it was a 
Oey n nne 5 


"Your Report e chat two hips failed 
from Bengal with ophium on board, con- 
| ſigned to China and the eaſtward; and you 
have publiſhed a private letter in yourAppen- | 
dix, from Mr. Fitzhugh to Mr. Gregory, in 
which it is obſerved, that the importation, of 
ophium,i is condemned by the laws of China, 
and, without adverting, to the neceſſity which 
impelled the Supreme Council to adopt this 
mode of ſupplying the factory at Canton with 
| ſpecie, Mr. Fitzhugh condemns the tranſac- 
tion in very harſh terms. The mode in 
which the queſtion is put to Mr. Fitzhugh is 
ſomething curious: Whether it would be 
« proper to ſend ophium from Bengal to 
China on the Company's account?“ AsMr.. 
F itzhugh's anſwer was to become a record both 
at the [ndia-Houſe and in your Committee, 
the queſtion from a gentleman ofMr. Gregory's 
acknowledged candour, ought to have been, 


D « Whether 


64660 
«Whether it would be better to riſque ſending 
% phium to China from Bengal on the Com- 
40 pany account, in order to give the Supra- 
«,Cargoes a chance of loading the Company's 
«4. ſbips, or to ſend no ſupply whatever for a 
hole ſeaſon from Bengal, which would ne- 
« ceſſarily detain the r ſor one pr at 
. Canton c“ U. N "1 ( 


But 1 ſhall paſs over ETSY and 
f Mr. F Fan's Letter, and 7 the matter 
of fact. 2 01 %% | 


/ [ 


The Nonſuch armed ſhip, with 160t cheſts 
of ophium on board, arrived ſafe at Canton, 
and the Supra - Cargoes diſpoſed of the ophium 
withour incurring any of thoſe penalties which 
you foretold. They write upon the ſubject to 
the Court of Directors as follows: The 
— object of the Governor General and Coun- 
* cil was to raiſe a ſum of money to anſwer 
the exigencies of the Company's affairs in 
« that part of India, and at the ſame time 
«' zfford us a ſupply for providing the inveſt- 
« ment for the preſent year. Had ophium 
not been imported in Portugueſe ſhips, and 
« bad woo 17 omg obeyed oo ans, we have not 
„ 


5 

*. the itaſt doubt but it might ok e 
* confiderable r en „e, of 

ni 44:0 4 "4113" g 5 
„ The total fone the ee en p 1 

ment of every charge, in conſequence of the 
rs e diſobeying his orders, was” 
69973 dollars.“ For this loſs, Sir the 
Supreme Council are not accountable; but 
even as the voyage has turned J it 
enables the Supri-Cargoes to load the ſhips of 
the preſent year, ds they actually fold che 
the ophium for above eighty hoof pounds 
ſterling, and there was no other poſſible, mode 
could have been deviſed for Feat then 
wilt tu a tyche of that ſum. 


- 


„ nne 


Spesklag of the ſhip ſent to oh > eh fuer 
with ophium, the Supra-Cargoes ſay: 


af The Betſy was taken. Had her'y oyage 
Beet accompliſt ſhed,” we have great "reaſon 
* to imagine; that the Honourable Company 
„ would have received conſiderable advan- 
« tage from it. She ſold as much of her 
« cargo "As produced 59 600 dollars, which 
40 Was paid into the Tonourable Com pasy⸗ 3 
« Trealory =. oats | 
8 Altho” 


| ( 28 ) | 
Altho the Berſy was taken, it appears, that 
59,600 dollars were received for a part of het 
cargo, previous to the capture; ſo that, in 
fact, the Supreme Couneil merit the appro- 
bation the Directors gave this part of the 
plan, inſtead of the ridicule and cenſure 
1 85 have been W to treat it with. 


The produce of che cargo of the Nonſuch 
added to the ſum paid into the Company's 
Treaſury i in Canton, makes the whole amount 
ninety-three thouſand, three hundred, and 
forty-five pounds telling. All charges, were. 
paid by certificates upon the Court of Di- 
rectors. The ſcheme was temporary. The 
neceſſity of ſupply, both in Bengal and China, 
moſt urgent, and the tranſaction up os | 
whole highly laudable. 


*2 5 4 o 
- 


Here, Sir, I cloſe. my remarks... And 

I aſk you, Whether you thiak, chat Mr. Haſ- 
tings deſerves the very ſevere, unjuſt, and 
ungenerous ſtrictures, which you have paſſed 
upon him, either for granting the Ophium 
contract to Mr. Sulivan, or for adopting that 
6c * daring ſpeculation,” by which ten lacks, 
of rupees in ſpecie was proeured for the pub- 
lic ſervice in Bengal, at a moment of general 
diſtreſs, and a cargo purchaſed, which has 
| been 


( 29: 2 
been reſold at China, and has enabled abe 
Factory at Canton to diſpatch all — 
ſhips to Europe this ſeaſon ? 161 


imagine, Sir, you depend very eee 
the opinion which the Houſe of Commons 
entertains of your candour and fairneſs, or you 
muſt ſuppoſe the Appendix will never be re- 
red to, In my life I never ſaw ſuch falſe in- 
ferences from aſſumed facts, or ſo many miſre- 
preſentations crowded in ſo ſhort a ſpace. 


You ſay, © Theſe-extraordinary changes, in 
« favour of Mr. Sulivan, were attended with 
« loſſes to others, and ſeem to have excited 
4 much diſcontent. This diſcontent it was 
*< neceſſary in ſome meaſure to appeaſe... The 
« Vendue Maſter, who was deprived: of his 
« accuſtomed dues on the public ſale of the 
<«<. ophium, by the private dealing, made a for- 
*© mal complaint to the Board againſt this, as 
ell as other proceedings relative to che 
fame buſineſs. He attributed: the private 
«© ſale: to © reaſons of ſtate; and this ſtrong 
reflection, both on the Board of Trade and 
the Council Board, was paſſed over without 
«obſervation. He was quieted, by appointing 
him to the duty of thoſe very Iaſpectors, 

% whoſe office had you been ages as 

12 Y uſeleſs. 
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0 uſeleſs. The Houſe will judge of the effi 
4. cacy of the revival of this office by the mo. 
« tives to it, and by Mr. Haſtings giving that. 
ie one as a compenſation, which had been 
14 executed as a duty N ſeveral.” _ . 

In another place you. wy « Bur here "their 
wa conſtant and vigilant obſerver, the Vendue, 
« "Maſter, met them again. "They ſeemed to 
* hve i in no ſmall terror of this gentleman.” * 


I can find no trace ene of much 
or of any diſcontent being excited by Mr. Su- 
Iivan's contract. The Vendue Maſter, Mr. 
George Williamſon, a gentleman not in tbe 
Company's ſervice, whoſe office: may be aboliſhed 
at the pleaſure of the Supreme Council, and 
who holds it hinſelf only during their pleaſure; 
wrote a very reſpectful and proper letter to 
the Board on the 18ch of October, 1781, fta- 
ting that broad cloth, copper, and ophium, 
not having been lately. fold by public ſale as 
heretofore, his expences had exceeded his pro- 
fits. He begs to be allowed a commiſſion on 
private ſales, as he muſt keep up his eſtabliſh- 
ment of ſervants; and he moſt humbly en- 
treats, at the concluſion of his letter, that 
ſhould there be any future fales at Chinſurah, 

he may be directed to conduct them. 


The 
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The Board grant his firſt requeſt, but deny 
the ſecond. You ſay, * Mr. Haſtings gave Mr. 
% Milliamſon the commiſſion as a compenſat 
This is not true. Mr. Haſtings: wat at 
Benares at the time it was granted, and could 
not poſſibly interfere directly or indirectiy in 
the buſineſs. The fact is, as appears in your 
Appendix, that the Board (Mr. Wheler and 
Mr. Macpherſon) on the 6th of Nov. 1781, 
« appointed him to receive , charge: of the 
6 Ophium , and further. intruſted him with 
« the .charge of repacking. and ſhipping ſuch 
« quantities as may. be ordered for expor- 
4 tation, drawing for his trouble the ſame 
6 « comnyſſon ag has, been allowed on the 

Company's Sales, as a compenſation. for the. 
l © loffes he would otherwiſe ſuſtain by the 
« exportation, and in lieu of all other expences 
* incidental to his, preſent eſtabliſhment of 
« aße Vendue Naber 


Ir is | impoſſible any man in England ca can be | 
abſurd” or weak enough t to believe, if he will 
coalider for A lingle moment, that Mr. Haſ- 
tings, and the Supreme Council, 15 ſhould | 
« live i in no ſmall terror“ of a gentleman, 


* 
EG * , — 1 S 
34. 00% „%% WHES 7 
0 % 


( 32.) | 
cha as Lord Keppehſaid of Sir Hugh Pallifer, 
they could put down with a fiſlip, if they 
ſhould have any cauſe to dilipprove. of his 
conduldtt. 011 {Git 7 
Tou have not carried your remarks upon 
Salt to as late a period as you might have 
done. Had you really meant to furniſh 

the Houſe of Commons with a candid and 
2 fair ſtatement of that branch of the Com- 
pany's Revenue, you would have obſerved, 
that by à plan formed by Mr. Haſtings, and 
earried into execution at his own ſeparate 
reſponſibility, under the immediate manage- 
ment of Mr. Henry Vanſittart, the revenues 
of the Company from Salt are 48 lacks 
of rupees; and that three years ago they did 
not realize a lack of rupees from this article. 


The preſent contract for ſupplying the 
army in Bengal witk draft and carriage cattle 
was propoſed by Sic Eyre Coote ; and I will 
undertake to prove, that it is one of the moſt 
advantageous contracts the Company have 
evet entered into. If you really wiſh to be 


informed upon the ſubject, you may find do- 
cuments at the India Houſe that will convince 


you, the Supreme Council were attentive to 
| the 
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the true intereſts of the Company, and the 
Natives of Bengal, when they concluded, a 
contract upon ſuch terms as inſured a proper 
ſupply of draft and catriage cattle for every 
corps in the army. As T have marched from 
every ſtation in Bengal and Bahar, between 
the years 1767 and 1779, I have had an op- 
porrunity of ſeeing the diſtreſs of the coun- 
try, the vexation of the farmers,” and the loſs 
to the Revenue, occaſioned by the neceſſary 
and unavoidable ſeverities which have been 
exerciſed in prefling bullocks for the public 
ſervice, whenever a brigade or detachment has 
been in motion. If you mean to act fairly, I 
defire you will look into the Revenue Ac- 
counts of the provinces of Bengal and Bahar, 
previous to the - concluſion of the bullock 
contract in 17795 add to the amount of the 
former contracts the deductions that have 
been allowed from the Revenue, whenever a 
brigade or a corps of the army has marched, 
and you will find, I believe, that the amount 
of the preſent is conſiderably leſs rhan the 
amount of former contracts. If to this you 
conſider the temporary-diftreſs and terror of 
the your farmers, who were ſubject to ſee 
| E their 


( 
their cattle forcibly ſeized from the plough, 
and the change after all of their not being 
paid for them, you muſt allow, that a contract 
calculared to remedy every inconveniency of 
this kind, and to enable every corps to march 
at a moment's warning, was highly proper 
for the Supreme Council to adopt, when it 
came recommended by ſo diſtinguiſhed an 
officer as Sir Eyre Coote. 


Let General Richard Smith declare, as an 
officer, whether he does not think it would be 
better, that our army in Bengal ſhould conſiſt 
of twenty thouſand men upon a war eitabliſh- 
ment, and ready to march at a moment's 
warning, than of thirty thouſand upon a 
peace eftabliſhmenc, without a proper ſupply 
of draft and carriage cattle attached to each 
corps, ſo as to enable them to move without 
diſtreſs to the country? We have been 
engaged in war from the moment Mr. Croftes's 
contract was concluded, and I do not heſitate 
to pronounce, that, in every point of view, it 
has turned out a moſt beneficial and advanta- 
geous contract for the Company. 


You 


2 


—_ 
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Lou ſay, © The caſe of Mr. Belli's td 
„ for ſupply ing proviſions: to the Fort is of 
the tame deſcription (as Mr.Croftes's) and 
„% what exceedingly encreaſes the ſuſpicion 
* againſt this profuſion in contracts, made 
ia direct violation of orders, is, that they 
e are aways found to be given in favour of 
* perſons cieaily connected with Mr. Haſ- 


©. tings in his family, or even in his actual 


« ſervice,” 


To ſo pointed an aſſertion, I muſt oppoſe a 


| poſitive denial. The fact, as you have ſtated 


it, is not true. Mr. Belli is the only in- 
ſtance that I know of, or that you have pro- 
duced of a gentleman in Mr. Haſtings's fa- 
mily, holding a contract. He has been twelve 
years in the Governor-General's family, as 
Private Secretary of the Civi} Department of 


the Government; he is a man, whole honour 


and integrity are too well eſtabliſhed to be 
wounded by any i ſinuation in your Report; 
and 1 am convinced, that he would be a con- 
ſiderable gainer, was he to give up. his whole 
fortune, acquired in the courſe ot the twelve 
years he has been confidentially employed, 


in exchange for the annual income which your 


family 


if 236 +) 
Ain at preſent enjoys under the Britiſh Go- 
vernment, No man living can be clearer than 
Mr. Haſtings is from the crime of providing 
for thoſe who are attached to him, at the * 
lic expence. 


As you are fond of ſingular anecdotes, the 
following may both amuſe and inſtruct you.— 
The late Sir George Wombwell, eicher as a 
Chairman, Deputy-Chairman, or a leading 
Director, had a very principal ſhare in the 
management of the Eaſt-Iadia Company, 
from 1775 to 1780,—You will find his name 
to every letter from the Directors in that 
period (except hen he was out by rotation) 
which cenſured the conduct of Mr. Haſtings, 
and he was particularly ſevere upon himftor not 
obeying the orders of the Court of Directors 
with reſpect to contracts, which were poſitive- 
ly directed to be given to the loweſt bidder, 
and for one year only.— Vet this ſame Sir 
George Wombwell actually made uſe of Mr. 
Haſtings's arguments upon the ſubj-& of 
contracts, when Sir Philip Jennings Clerke 
brought in a Bill for excluding Contractors 
from Seats in the Houſe of Commons, — 
Upon this occaſion, Sir George obſerved, 


May 


6 

May 4th. 1778, * © That he believed putting up 
« Contracts to Sale would be prejudicial to the 
« public ſervice. Men inadequate to the ac- 
% compliſhment of the Contracis would at all 
« times bid lower then men of ability and repu- 
« zation, and they would do much more injury 
y ſerving the public badly than the differ- 
e ence of expence. He had ſeen inſtances of it 
© in the Contratts of the Eaſt-India Company, 
* and thoſe of ſo fatal a nature, that be could 
© not agree to the motion: Gentlemen unacquaint- 
« ed with buſineſs, and of little conſequence in 
„ the eye of the public, might move for refcr- 
% mation in every department of Government. 


If Sir George Wombwell ſpoke ſo well in 
May, yet in December of the ſame year, 
when Chairman of the Court of Directors, 
he and his brethren wrote to Bengal, altho? 
the Governor-General has thought proper 
© to expreſs ſo direct and pointed a diſap- 
« probation of the mode enjoined by the 
« Company, we adhere to the propriety of 
* the Court's Orders, and renew the in- 
„junction, that in all caſes you accept the 
« loweſt propoſals, with ſufficient ng 
« for the performance,” 


* Vide Parliamentary Regiſter, publiſhed by Almon. 
Every 
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Every reaſonable man will think, that a 
contract ought to be concluded upon ſuch fair 
and equitable terms between the Company 
and the individual, as to afford the latter an 
honeſt profit for his labour, and to inſure to 
the former a punctual abſervance of the condi. 
tions. If you ſhould tell me, that it is the 
bufineſs of the propoſer to take care, that the 
terms he offers are not ſo low as to preclude 
him from the probability of a future profit, I 
reply, that, to my knowledge, Gentlemen in 
Bengal have offered to take contracts upon 
lower terms than it was poſſible to execute 
the ſervice for. I will give you an inſtance in 
point. In 1775, the Supreme Council, being 
then complete, contracted with the late Colo- 
nel Parker to keep the cantonments of Bur- 
rampore and Dinapore in repair for two years, 
at a certain annual ſum. . General Clavering 
offered Colonel Parker the contract for five 
years, which the latter declined, on a ſuppoſi- 
tion that he might be a loſer by it. When 
his contract was on the point of expiring, he 
wiſhed to renew it on the ſame terms, but the 
General then objected. New propolals were 
accordingly advertiſed for, and upon opening 
them it was found, that an Enſign in the ſer- 

Vice 
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vice actually propoſed to keep the canton- 
ments in repair for leſs than two thirds of the 
amount of Colonel's Parker's contract. Ac- 
cording to eſtabliſhed cuſtom, this gentle- 
man was entitled to the contract; but Mr, 
Haſtings being fully convinced, as General 
Clavering, and every other man converſant in 
the buſineſs was, of the impoſſibility of exe- 
cuting the contract upon the terms propoſed, 
it was agreed, that the buſineſs ſhould be done 
by N in fare 


—1 hav been more full upon the ſubje& of 
contracts, becauſe I recollect perfectly well, 
that on the 28th of May laſt year, when the 
Houſe of Commons paſſed that memorable 
vote for the removal of Mr. Haſtings, Mr. 
Secretary Fox ſaid, * That tho” he did not 
« doubt the integrity of Mr. Haſtings, yet it 
* might happen to him, as it had happened to 
a noble Lord (North) that without being 
i. -guilry of peculation himſelf, he had n 
© at it in others.“ ; 


It remains ſtill with you, Sir, to prove Mr. 
Haſtings guilty of a waſte of public treaſure 
for private purpoſes, 


1 really 
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I really am aſtoniſhed at your miſrepre- 
| Tentation of the opinion of the Council, who 
| were conſulted relative to the propriety of 
commencing a proſecution againſt Mr, Haſt- 
ings, upon the ſtrange jumble of inconſiſt- 
ent charges tranſmitted from Bengal, in 17735, 
and received at a time when his Majeſty's 
Miniſters and the Court of Directors would 
gladly have ſeized any; tenable ground for 
his Removal. 


You ſay © none of them gave a poſitive 


& opinion againſt the grounds of the proſecu - 
ce tion.” 


Mr. Smith, the Company's Solicitor, ſays, 
« I cannot bring myſelf to think, there is 
« ſufficient grounds to bring 2 ſuit againſt 
* Mr. * 


Lord Tharlow, then Attorney-General, 
ſays, upon the whole, I ſee no evidence in 
« my judgment ſufficient to maintain an ac- 
83 


The Solicitor-General (now Lord Lough- 
borough) ſays the Company may proceed 
cc by 


(4 ) 
& by action, or a bill on equity; and the latter 
method ſeems, from the imperſaũ and confuſed 
*. account of the evidence of the tranſaction, 
| ET TION method of proceed- 


Mr. Serjeant Adair ſays; “at all events, I 
« cannot think it adviſeable for the Com · 
% pany to commence any ſuit againſt Mr. 
*% Haſtings,” Mr. Sayer, ſays, © there is not 
+ ſufficient ground for an action at common 
e law,” and adds © As I am fatisfied a diſ- 
& cavery will not be injurious to his defence 
or integrity, ic is my advice, that ; a Bin be 
« filed in Bengal, &c,” 


Mr, Dunning favs, « if it can be proved, 
+ that Mr. Haſtings received the lack and a 


4 half of Rupees in queſtion as a gift, &c. c. 


the money may be recovered of him.” — He 
adds, * it appears to me difficult to reconcile 
„ the evidence ſtated.” — He does not ad- 
viſe a proſecution, yet you ſay, © three of 
« them, Mr. Wedderburn, Mr. Dunning and 
„ Mr. Adair, were clear in favour of the 


« proſecution,” 


F Of 


4 
$ 
| 
4 
5 


5 
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„Of _ theſe. three -opinions, there is not a 
bollabie in either that appears, even by a forced 
| conſtruction, to recommend. a proſecution, ex- 
cept in Mr. Wedderburn' 8, .and-he. ſtates, the 
evidence to be confuſed and imperfeas a 


1 What could induce you to bring, forward to 
public viey the: ti anſactions of ſo diſtant a 
period, and to miſrepreſent in ſo groſs a man- 
ner the opinion of the Council who, were con- 
ſulted ? Is, this the direct charge of cor- 
eruption,“ which you told Major Scott; in 
May, 1782, you .igtended to produce againſt 
Mr. Haſtings '—Be aſſured, Sir, you- cannot 
injure him by ſuch * attack as this is— 


Never; I believe, were ſo many inſinuations, 
or miſrepreſentations, crowded in ſo ſhort a 
a ſpace,.— Lou ſay, after giving us your ac- 
count of the reſignation, that the Court of 
Directors obſetvations upon it, “are juſt 
and well applied, but that with theſe de- 
« clarations, they appear to have cloſed the 
& account, and diſmiſſed the ſubje& for 
« eyer. And hy did they ſo? was it out 
of regard to Mr. Haſtings? By no means. 
The Court of Directors had aſſigned their 


privilege 


(C.) 
privilege of examination to. threg; gf their 
body —Theſe,.three., Gentlemen, reported, to 
the Court, that the Powers, produced! by Mr. 
Macleane, were * ful! and ſufficient,” and in 
this opiniqn, they were not unanimous zr 
but when Mr, Haſtings denied he had ever 
given ſuch powers, I do not find. that either of 
theſe Gentlemen ſteppedi forward to ſupport 
their format aflertians, he more I con- 
ſider this buſineſs, the more clear it appears. 
In the. Letter of the Court of Directers, to 
_ which/you, have alluded, they ſay, t although, 
* General Clavering acted unwarrantably, and 
te even illegally, in directing the Secretary to 
iſſue the Summons in his name as Goverqor- 
General, &c. &c,”* No, Sir, by this de. 

claration, the Dancer do in fact viudicate 
Mr Haſtings moſt completely; for if General 
Clavering was not Governor-General, therm 
ment the notification ot Mr. Haſtings 8 re- 
ſignation arrived (and the Dire&tors ; allow he 
was not) Mr, Haſtings is fully juibled bot 
his ſubſequent conduct, 


I % 
& ** „ + 
1 


Jou add, * a ſanction was hereby given to 
5 al future defiance, of every authority in 
— © this kingdom, — Several other matters of 


„complaint 


| 5 $ 4 * Rn 

6 eoinplaiat againſt Mr, Haſtings, particular. 
* ly the charge of peculation, fell to . 
* Spouiid af the fee time.” | 


This aſſertion is not true, the vidio from” 
the Court of Pirecturs was dated the 23d 6f 
December, 1778 but the opinion of Coun- 
cil, on the charges ſent toEngland againſt Mr. 
Haſtings, was taken in July, 1776 and do 
you inſinuate, Sir, that the Directors would 
have dared to quaſh all proſecutions, had 
| they not been convinced of the panty 
of criminating Mr, Haſtings? © 


"4 believe, I have omitted no part of uſe: 
pott, which affects the character of Mr. Haſt- 
ing; I thank you moſt heartily for publiſh: 
ing the Appendix. IL hope every Member of 
che Houſe of Commons, who may ia future 
vote upon an India queſtion, will take” the 
to read and compare it with the Re. 
— The Governor-General will they be 
1 juſtified, 


137 Sir, mall I acedunt for ybur treat- 
ment of Mr. Haſtings Tou "a one of his 
"warm 


(8 ). | 
warm admirers, as I ubdetftatid; in the year: 
1796, and every Member of the Rockibg- - 
ham party, who poſſeſſed India Stock; voted © 
for him inLeadenhall-Sereer, at that period. 
What has he done to forfeit your good opts 
nion? Has your connection with the Raja of 
Tanjore occaſioned this mighty change, add- 
ed to the imperuofity of your temper? 1 
have, indeed, ſeen ſuch extraordinary changes 
in political opinions, fince my arrival in 
England, that I ſhall in future pay àttefitiod 
to facts only, and not to expreſſions. It vun 
fo much the faſhion to abuſe ybur noble 
friend Lord North, until he was dompelied 
to reſign, that what fell from you ih part 
ticular may not be in the general recolleftiori 
of the public. The following Extract from 
the Parliamentary Debates, as publiſhed by 
your patriotic friends, Almon and Debrert,will 
prove, that, if you have accuſed Mr. Haſtings 
of inconſiſtency, you have aſſerted, Mat ir was 
the great characteriſtic of the noble Lord, amd 


his adherents, to eat their words, and renounce 
their principles; if you have treated Mr. Haſt- 
ings's expreſſions and actions with ridicule, 
you have ſaid, the nobleLord was a curioſity; 
but he was more fit for the Britiſh Muſeum, 

| than 
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than the Britiſh Houſe of Commons;if. you have. 

pledged yourſelf to God, the Houſe of Commons 
and your Country, to prove Mr. Haſtings a no- 
torious delinquent, you were pledged to bring 
the noble Lord: to the block, —If you have 
accuſed Mr, Haſtings of being the / author, 
of tall, the rapine and bloodſhed in India; 
vou have accuſed the noble Lord of plung- 
ing America in all the horrors of war. —If 
you have charged Mr. Haſtings with waſting, 
the Public Treaſure for private purpoſes, you 
have been ſtill more viclent in your attacks 
upon Lord North, with reſpect to the expen- 

diture of Public Money. Vet at this moment, 
Lord North is the noble friend of the Right 
Honorable Edmund Burke. The noble Lord, 
with a confidence, Which is the reſult of 


|  conſcious- innocence, | has again and again 


. pledged himſelf not to run away, but to re- 
ply to any charge you could bring forward; 1 
pledge myſelf, that Mr. Haſtings will be 
equally ready to defend himſelf ; but for 
God's ſake, Sir, confine yourſelf | in, tuture 
to politive charges, and do not amuſe the 
world, as you have hitherto done, by dealing 

in general allertiona,which you neyer mean to 
i . vile 19h oft $50 
4 yet. oh 
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November 27, 1781, 
oe « Me. Burke roſe next, and with great 
e warmth reprobated the language, of the 
«, noble Lord. He. avowed, that it was im- 
„ pudent, it was audacious. —He Was averſe 
4 from deceiving, and amuſing. the people 
« with what he felt impracticable. He truſt- 
ed a day of reckoning would come, and when- 
&«. ever that day. came, he ſhould be able by 
&« ;impeac! ment to bring upon the heads of the 
authors of theſe unhappy affairs the puniſh- 
ee ment of them. The nation as an animal 
ee Was dead ; ut the! vermin n Job 0 on it 
-6« had fit an Wow Amis blug I 4 

$0" Nr viith ee 28, 1781. 
80 4 Is Sit, I | behold the bloody remnants 
«of our faithful friend, Mr. Williams, gib- 
betted up for a terror to all who adhere to 
„ us; and a little further another friend, 
„ and yet another and another. He worked 
« up his paſſions fo much in diſcanting on 
the ſhocking cruelty of the circumſtance, 
c that his whole frame was vilibly and 
« violently agitated. “ ¶ I remember perfect- 
ly well, Sir, that in ſpeaking of the late 


* Vide Parliamentary Debates, publiſhed by Debrett. 
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Faving at Madras, the effects of which Mr, 
Haſtings and the Sypreme Council have 
done their utmoſt to alleviate, you were led 
away by your humanity, as in the cafe of 
, Lord Cornwallis, to mention circumſtances, 
"which never had exiſtence, Except in your 
\ Imagination.) & 


1 
14 . : 3 . a 1 1 a 


Nov. 28, 11 


Ndl. Burke, b 
Good God! does the ackle and 8 
(Joi know ſo very little of the Minifler, as to 
imagine, that the ſhortneſs of time, which a a 


deluſion could exiſt, was any reaſon for his 


not practiſing it? The noble Lord dealt in cheats 
and delu/ions ; they were the daily traffick of 


* his invention! A week! The noble Lord 


had often held aut a cheat for half that time 
For a day only, nay for a ſingle hour. He 


had practiſed chea:s upon the Houſe, which 
died away even before the debate was ended, 


to ſavour which they were contrived. The 
noble Lord would continue to play off his 
1 and deluſions in that Houſe, as long as 


he thought it neceſſary, and had money enough 


at command to bribe gentlemen to pretend they 


believed him. . 
” . « Aft er | 


4 


i 1 
got Aﬀet e up h himſelf and h. 18 hears K . 
3 ers to the moſt diſtreſsful ſtate of emotion. 
o he branded the Miniſters] s the cauſe of _ 
25 che horrid diſaſters he h deſcribed, and 
declared the addreſs to be the moſt hypo-* 
* crirical; infamous, abandoned „Jying paper, 
e that ever that Houſe had been called e 
” to vote. 56 3 


3 


*, 


ſy 1 8 Re 4, 1701. 


"uo this debate Mr. Burke throws out the 
hen inuarions againft Lord Rodney, and 
2 — overnor Meynell was ſupa to have® * 

«fallen a victim to the man Ps he hader en- 

* dured. | 5 
. 8 | — Þ * 

* Tobago was taken 680 the "MY eye df 4 

* Sit George Rodney, as De Graſſe expreſſed 


d himſelf; and the ſame Admiral ſald i in his 


4 


N account of the action; but as this was in his 


. dilpatehes, be bad ſeveral times öffered the 


« Britiſh AUmiral battle, which the latter had 
thought proper to decline. This might he'® 
« galledſa ground of crimination. The firſt no- 


| « tice Admiral Byng had of a charge againſt 


« him, was a copy of Mr. de Galiſoaniere's 


G 5 opinion 


0 * i | 
1 „ 
Py opinion a hardſhip on Admiral Byng, he 


** would not charge Sir George Rodney from 


Compte de Graſſe's diſpatches; but the 
capture of Tobigo gave nevertheleſs an ap- ; 


# Peagance of truth to the ofſertion of De Graſſe: 


(This is really, Sir, very like the infinvation 


1 


gainſt the Honourable Mr. Stuart, to which 


that gentleman has ſo fully reglied in a letter 
4 1 
to General Smith.) *. 


* For his part he declared he never would 
4 abando hoſe whoſe cauſe he had under- 
* taken, till he had ſifted the matter to- the 


* 


bottom. The character of an accuſer it was 
true, was odious; but it was ſo only when 


the acchſation was brought againſt the in” 
„ nocent, the weak, the oppreſſed, or per- 
haps indigent culprit but it was not odfous 


*. warded and countenanced by the official and 
& the opulent. | 6 
Mr. Burke replied to hs. desen 
Lord North's ſpeech. With indignation he 


« declared, he wondered how the noble Lord 


1 |  dartl 
3 
4 
* 
V 


*. 


o 


to acc uſt guilt in ſtars or ribbons :, guilt re- y 


* | 3 
„ „ 
9 4 bf 3 
| Baer (51 3 
* 5. 175 to talk of Britiſh feelings. He! he! 
a Aare talk of Britiſh feelings ! | He! that has 


* ruined the Britiſh empire, and waſted 1 its 
* blood and treaſure. — He defired the Houſe 
& would ſuffer the enquiry to be gone into, 
and he i pledge himſelf he would p- * 
| "I Port every NG he hag ſaid.” 10 * 


December, 17%. * Gag ie ” 1 . 
treatment Mr. Laurens met with, Mr. Burke 
ſays, The Turk, the ſavage Arab, the cruel 

FTuArtar, or the ent- Kan when com- 


6 pared to our Miniſters, mieze be thought , 
xc. humane.” 


* , * 
* | - Jan. 28, 1782. * . 
6 He had heard Fu yords were but wind, 5 
.' e dad that they were here more windy than * 
Ih, any whereelle.” . . te er 
ST ay att No bad remark. ö 
. er. Feb. 1 1782, *, 


+ Mr. Burke once again, and in the ſevereſt 
and moſt pointed language. attacked the 


"I "i vet Me: Burke, though pre by Lond Liban, decline® 
= 300 wy * 
353 | noble 
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„ 1 
66 ndble Lord, for adorn it was a matter in 
0. which he was not immediately concerned # 
. an affair that it was peculiarly his province mi 
1 to Hare made himſeFf acquainted with, and 
C to have cloſely examined. Whar: ſays he, 
4 js it not the bulineſs of the Figlt Lord of 
the Treaſury to ſee that n money matters of 
« ſuch canſequence a as theſe are, ſhould be 
1 be ſtated fairly and juſtly, previous to their * 
60 being brought before the Houle; cer- 
. tainly it w and am convinced too, ſo 
ise important a tranſaction could never be-done 
* without his management. and conſent. In 


_ 4%,which'caſe, 1 ſay, he has cheated the ae 


hs 


. * 
7 Feb. 25, 1782, 2 
* 
Sbelkieg of the loan, Mr. Burke faid, he 
* blamed che conduct of the Miniſter thro! 
* the whole of this buſineſs. The haſt year ., 9 
„ he had made an infanidus bargain in a bung- By I þ 
4 ling manner. He now wiſhed to make a 
* bargain equally advaptageous to 5 ah with , 
4. a e. 55 
March 6, e 
I The noblolord' (North) had told them 


Sy he would continue in his office, gut of. 9 n 
1 gratitude 


* 


A 


— 


ny & 


Ie Debrett obſerves, was done of the heſt 


Ts 


$ 1 
* 


6 


46 1 to he —— * Sie S 05 


” 271 1 


N that of 2 ano er fallen age like © iſt, 6. 


% ſcribed 
3 by th Poet. 


has. The debt immenſe of —_ 
. 80 ee Rl payinS;t filly I 0 owe.” 


18 0 80 with the Noble Lord, his debt Tex 
enſe of gratitude" was endleſs, and could | 


* 


« never be diſcharged, and-therefore he had 


6 preſumed to H in their face, and to Tnſult 


TeX 


them with ſuch language as ought to be 


6 _ uy every man = 1 the houſe, &c. 


March B, 3987. 


. -2 - - 


Mr. Burke, at the cloſe, of a ſpeech, which 


adapted pieces of ſatiee we almoſt ever re- 
u membered to have heard him Make, ſas, 

$6 The noble Lord in the Blue Ribband had 
8 declared, that he would never quit his 
4. a 1 90g d it e 


* 
% * 


* 
4 " 4 
* * * * 
* . 


= 


* 
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- 
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. : Ye therefore congratulated theHouſe on the 
* happy, proſpect they, had of keeping the 


60 noble Lord in office, for if be never quitted 


er his poſt until be ceuld quit it with honor, he 


&* would be bound to fay; Foul retain it 
40 Sn the 1 of his life @” « 


on the BI RK, — of March, 1762, 
he Lord North informed the Houſe of / 
Commons, H Majeſty's Miniſters were no p 
more : Mur. Burke obſerved, . That that was 
4 not a moment for levity,or exultation® He 
« regarded it with a calmneſs of content, i 
1 joy. a ſerene ſatisfaction; he looked 
MN orward withvfear and rremblin ec. / 

* "FM 

«The preſentþhe. farther ſaid, was the pe- 
« culiar period of mens lives when their am- 
4 gitious views were unlocked, when their pre- 


jñudices operatlil moſt forcibly, when all their 
L deſires, their ſeſf opinions, their vanity, their | 
varie, were ſet at large, and begun to 
* "ew" "ene, —_— 


% 
2 - & 1 " wv 


=F To Sir, en es res jn 


, which you became a Miniſter, Your) firſt 


| declaration 
* F "4 8 
** | 
. % * « s : 


3 


3 


» + 
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declaration in this character was on the gth 
of April, 1982, © That it was the i intention 
—_ the Servants of the Crown to purge the 


Ty nation of its foul humours, and to reſtore 
6 it to its former purity,” 22 | 


L e 
* 


1 find you on the 15th 1 chat tribute 
of praiſe to His Majeſty, which he ſo well de- 
ſerves, It was the beſt of meſſages to the 
« beſt of people, from the \beſt bf kings.” 
* How far you were ſincere i in this declaration 
do not know. I have been in England long 
enough to diſcover, that Mr. Burke in place, 
and Mr. Burke out of Place, are two very 
differentguen. | 


KJ: 


"* 44 7 
A; 


When Lord Shelburne. Gccented. the. lots 
Marquis of Rockingham, and Mr. Burke re- 


. ſigned, he ſeriouſly aſks, General Conway, 
. «© would he have taken Cataline for his col- 


« league in the Conſulſhip, or be co- partner 


% with Borgia in his ſchemes ?“ Yet Mr. 


Burke is at this moment united with Lord 


| 


OY 


4 


North, whom he has frequently traduced mM 


4 the harſheſt language. 
3 i forbea 


* 
* 
. 
* A, 
* | 
4 . 


* 


1 
fes S, to proceed to the early period 
of the preſent ſeſſions, but 1 rekollect you. 
were not leſs warm in your praile of Mf. Pitt/ 
during Lord North's Miniſtry, than you have 
been hoſtile to him, when His political prin- 
. did nch N with your 


4 
— 


Punk Si dit whites Nele oY . 
were in the habit of publiſhing your ſpeeches. 
Whether thoſe from whenee the foregoing ex- 
tracts are "taken, were printed by youtautH6: 
rity, I do not kpow, but they are doubtleſs 5 
very correct. Mr. Debrett is your old friend. 
| He was a warm admirer of your abilities and 
public ſpirit, which he never miſſed an op- 
* portaniey of extolling z when the noble Lord, 
your preſem friend, was the conſtant butt of 
Yoit ridicule? Words in the Houſe of Com- 
munis, as you tay; Sir, are but wind, I ſhall | 


* ,  thittfore regard your future abuſe of Mr. 
| Haſtings, as i idle ſounds! « ſignifying nothin g , 
TW" for I do not believe the Engliſh language A. 


fdrds more opptobious epithets than you ap- 
plied to the noble Lord, when he retained a a 
ſtation, which interfered with your political, or 
& , intereftediviews, Mr. Pitt too, © that excel- 


* 
# = Cy 
> . _—_ | 4 A 
"8 * 4 9 
TE 
5 » . * k 
1 , 4, 


« 
, 


| 6 | 
« lent young man,” * who muſt and ſhould . 
„ be employed,” on a ſudden became a pe- 


* tulant froward youth ;” and the Earl of 


. 


Shelburne from being the reſpected colleague 
of Mr. Fox, became in one ſummer's day, 
« fifty times worſe than the noble Lord 


(North) who had been reprobated and re- 


„moved by the TIDE of Commons.” 7775 


The circle of patronage is conſiderably cir- 
cumſcribed of late, and I moſt ſincerely helieve 


it is the determined perſeverance with which 


Mr. Haſtings retains an office yielding twenty 
five thouſand pounds a year, that excites your 


reſentment, © 


You may remember, Sir, that a few days 
after Lord North reſigned in March, 1782, 
you poſitively declared, that Mr, Haſtings 
and Mr. Macpherſon ſhould be removed. I 
thought the declaration a moſt extraordinary 
one at the time, but from the moment your 


. perſecution commenced, Mr. Haſtings's cha- 


racter has acquired additional luſtre in the pub- 

lie opinion, and J have too entire a confidence 

in the juſtice of his Majeſty's Miniſters, to be 
ph mat of H 4 


4 0-1 
at all alarmed as to the event of the ſtricteſt 
enquiry chat can be made into the public or 
private conduct of the Governor-General, 


7 * 


I have the honor to be, 


— 8 a 4 ; 8 x R, 9 
Tour moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
— 1. 
k 


F. S. 


( 59 ) 

P .S. In the courſe of a late debate you ob- 
ſerved, that ſome of the firſt and moſt re- 

ſpectable characters in the Houſe, were of the 
Select Committee. I moſt readily and heartily 
agree with you, but it is equally true that 
ſeldom more than five, and ſcarcely ever 
above fix gentlemen attend, and they are in- 
variably the ſame members. General Smith, 
Mr. Burke, Mr. Long, Mr. Elwes, Lord 
Maitland, and Mr. Annefley. I declare moſt 
ſolemnly I do not queſtion the juſtice, or the 
purity of the motives by which theſe gentle- 
men are actuated z they are gentlemen of fair, 
honourable characters, and of independent 
fortunes, The Select Committee, however, 
has now ſat above two years. It was originally 
inſtituted upon public grounds; but their 
proceedings have long been purely perſonal. 
Far be it from me, Sir, to diſpute your know- 
ledge of human nature, and you have told the 
world, that . Our natural diſpoſition leads all out 
& enquiries rather to perſons than to things.” Up- 
on your own principles it is abſolutely impoſ- 
fible that fix gentlemen ſhould brood over the 
ſame ſubject for two years, without imbibing 
very ſtrong prejudices, The well Known, if 
not 


ED) 
not the ' avowed object of your reports, has 
bern to remove Mr. Haſtings, Mr. Wheler, 
and Mr. Macpherſon from their ſtations. It 
is univerſally believed that two of the ſix at- 


tending Members, General Richard Smith, 


und Mr. Long, have for theſe twelve months 
paſt entertained views of going in high ſtations 
to India. Is it poſſible that this report ſnould 
have remained ſo long uncontradicted, had it 
been untrue? Your Tanjore connections are 
generally known, and let me aſk you ſeriouſly, 
all prejudice apart, if you in your conſcience 
believe, that two gentlemen who wiſh to fill 
up thoſe places they are taking ſo much pains 
to vacate, and a third who is deeply involved 
in the politics of a Gentoo Prince, ought to be 
deemed impartial judges of the merits of Mr. 
Haſtings. Have the remaining three gentlemen 
compoſed a ſingle line of your ten reports? have 
not General Rich. Smith, and yourſelf, paid the 
moſt fulſome and diſguſting compliments to 
each other on the merits of your ſeveral pro- 
ductions. Mr. Burke is to be immortalized 
by General Smith's account, for his critique 
on Sir Eljah Impey's appointment, and the 
honourable General receives his portion of 
98 adulatory 


( 61 ) 
adulatory praiſe, for his attempt to keep Mr. 


Sulivan and Sir William James out of the di- 


rection. But, notwithſtanding, © theſe windy 
« expreſſions,” as you juſtly term them, one 
Member of reſpectable character and inde- 
pendent fortune, declines to attend the Com- 
- mittee, as Governor Johnſtone obſerved, © bee 
e cauſe he had ſeen ſo much prejudice and 
„ paſſion in their proceedings, he was deter- 
% mined to go amongſt them no more ;” and 


from the general diſinclination of other gentle- 
men to be preſent at your meetings, we may 


fairly conclude, that they entertain ſimilar 
ideas. 


I 


